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=Tlmes Complaint

‘As fine, complete and almost irreplaceable
newspaper as it is, the New York Times nonetheless
- has been leaving itself open to some increasingly
frequent and valid complaints of prejudice. And we are
not referring to thoughts expressed by the Times in its
editorials but in its news columns.

We hope to make Times readers aware of what may
be a very serious situation if certain complaints- are
.correct and there is reason to believe they are.

Not many readers know there is an agency called
the National News Council which consists of members
from the fields of journalism, education, law, labor and
so on. When someone feels there has been unfair -or
prejudicial treatment rendered in the néws media, a
complaint may be made to the council which then may
take it to the alleged offender for that side of the story.
After both sides are heard, the council then votes and
issyes its own official but unbinding stand on the
complaint.

The New York Times does not participate in the
work of the council. That is, the newspaper will not
give its side or take part in the hearing. We are not

guing with its right to take such a stance; presumably _

o nsiders the work of the council an intrusion.

)Recently, a William F. Gavin of Arlington, Va.,
complamed that a New York Times story of June 20
1978 dealing with the effects of anti-abortion activity
in’ political mmpargns had unnecessarily and unfairly
identified one anti-abortionist by religion.

"-x‘AécordEng to the council report in the Columbia
Journalism Review, eight persons were mentioned in
the story 'but only Carolyn Thompson, head of the
P{(}Llfe Action Council in Iowa, was so identified. She

l

ut received no response

the councrl does not always agree with the

inant. In fact, it is very objective and possrbly

ften than not upholds the medium, even in the
¢ the Times which does not participate.

complamt is found warranted.”

'

. 'he “repeated complamts refers to other such past
¥ icism of the Times in like circumstances by the
‘)¢ William Gavin. The council had made the
; ommendatmn that “the practice of rdentlfymg
3 igious affiliation in news accounts follews that
' erally applying to race and national origin - that all
4chne31gnaUOns be avoided unless the inforimation is
'*elevant and material.”
g Iqest anyone think that this is to be taken lightly, we
?oiﬂt out that just a little reflection will show that
her’g is both-overt and subtle prejudice involved. It
shoald not go unheeded

We ask Times readers particularly to becorhe aware
8f such urthealthy attitudes which could undermifie

1 very credibility of their favorite newspaper. We are
hot askm‘g Catholics to become so thin-skinned that
Ehey shiver in a sun shower but we should at least
‘know when someone is trying to insult us.

- 'And take our word for it, we are only singling out

i
. - — i
the New York Tlmes bemuse of the case crted u)l the
Columbia Review. We are sure our readers can spot
similar disdain for certain views in other medla outlets -
- radio, televrsron and prmt {

Odd Separatmn

We echo the position espoused by Gordon C. Zahn
a University of Massachusetts professor, ini the
Courier-Journal of March 14. ?

- Zahn said there is a package of causes which eeds
-the concerted efforts of both “conservative” right-to-
life forces and “liberal” anti-war groups. §

‘We use the word “echo” in deference to; the
professor but actually this newspaper has been
editorializing on the neceessity of just such a coalitron
ever since the days of the Vietnam War. :

We voiced the hope then that all those antrqwar
protesters who had been so effective in condemmg the
taking of life in war would turn their attention to the
taking of life by abortion. This hope has never really
come to frumon

For some ungodly reason there has been no real
meeting of the minds or of the spirits or of the muscle
of those who oppose the taking of life by caprtal
punishment or war and those who oppose deathS via
abortion.

Both sides claim to be pro-life but only fulfill that
phrase when promoting their own less-than-broad
interest. : . -

We thank Professor Zahn for reminding all that
abortion, capital punishment, suicide, euthanasia and
war are all simply versions of the same societal illness:
the choosing of death to remedy our problems.
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f Att1ca Should
Copy Auburn

Edltor

On Jan. 3, the Courier-
Journal pubhshed a letter of -
.mine about institutional
loneliness. As a first step in
alleviating this tragic
situation, facilities such .as
Attica must take measures
to encourage -- not
discourage visits from
-relatives  and fr_rends of

"The past three years I .
have visited Attica Prison on
severdl occasions. Weekend

.- Whether all this is
_ mefﬁcrency or a cruel joke,
it is an exasperating ex-
penence In the crowded
‘wajling room you can-
{ | sometimes hear whispers
,about a protest petition.
.| Then. someone wonders
| about possible - retaliation
.fagainst visited inmates.
Silence.

must have faith to believe :
these laws as God’s because

wrong. Breaking these law :
are signs of disrespect to th

§ At Auburn prison,
2 nother maximum security
Juinstitution, you are greeted
:cheerfully by reception
Pguards. Even on busy

iweekends you are through  intentionally a sin despite

: the detector and in the what they may think.
i vrsmng room in minutes.
FAcross the streetis a JohnB.Huberi "

hosprtahty center offering
.*cqunselmg, refreshments
{and. babysitting services for
Jvisitors. .

. Nuns:in habits)
.55 Saddleback Trail
" Rochester, N.Y. 14624

,Supports Sex

'care Infants born to teens
the Church Laws are God’s ; *‘v,iare more likely to be

Laws because God speaks ’.sipremature and of low birth
through his Church. We ""; weight, and they more often

God would not steer usi

& i higher, depending upon the

5- EN ressed fear that human
I am a Sophomore at : ’

People should realize that/ty
breaking a Church law ig®/'¢

ymﬂc{!
(Apupilwhow T

, mcludes values clanf‘mtron
mromo‘t’%s Y hedomsm is

realistic and accuirate to note
that the messaées which
imply that the cluef duty in

Currlculum life is to seek pleasure are
Edltor' those being disseminated by
TV, rock lyrics, movies and

Iam writing in response to ‘magazines which: popular 1ze

lhe Feb. 28 article con- SeX.
-cerning plan of the Fing '
‘Lakes Health Systems
Agency. A furor arose over
a section on teenage
pregnancy which recom-

The media have glormed
'sexual activity. I support the

‘Rianned Parenthood

MOMINgs, even in winter,  inmates. -* giended that the curriculum ¥ culum which explores
you wai oo for ol Frcinan (B0 g b e 1he et nd_con
Ygur ore you get mside. Social Worket- . .J,' enthood for a secondary seczj : 3;
You are mechanically 329 N. Main 5S¢ A _ool program in a human -an e%q(l:guragfes‘g bge}r;‘s%r(\;
O oL T G ) VOSSRl e sl g (SR o e
fnnrimhiomsl. Sophomore i inienan T 3 SLIIUY
see reception guards '%%;The reason for usine such certain that ignordnce is not | .
sanding e whie you OT Laws Seurriculum s that teenage  O7¢ Of them.
wait. Editor: "v-}i'egnancy has reached
. pidemic  proportions. ‘
~Or you hear the name of a Lately I have seen much 'Stausucs mdicaté) that 11 Sally A. Ward
favored visitor, who arrived disrespect for Church laws - ““Emlllon U.S./teens have had 2705 Pinnacle Road
‘after you, being called ahead such as eating meat on . -gr are having sex from time Rush, N.Y. 14543
of tum. A guard may stare  Fridays during Lent, not 5@;‘ time. /Approximately 1 7
sullenly at you and make  fasting an hour before Zimillion become pregnant
-you feel like an intruder.  receiving Communion, not ®heach year; two thirds of (Y..* ¢
‘Occasionally you are told  going to Mass on Sundays firthese pregnancies are un- 'SUIClde
jthat you are not on an  and Holy Days, not using Eeplanned. This is indeed a -
{ inmate’s visiting list -- even  the Sacrament of Recon- %health problem. Seven out of Pact?
gé?‘!gh you have visited ciliation, and others. en inothers under the age of )
obetore. A\]S not get '
We must remember that do get any prenatal ‘Editor:

It was with drsmay that 1
approached the ; appalling
display on a mak luft booth
in Midtown Mall dvernsmg
*“Death with Drg ity” and
“The Living Will.”) "

Y die” during their first y
- than infant$ born to wom eg
- over 20. The maternal death
' risk to teens is 13-60 per cent

Is there no end to these
“living actocmes made
upon the unspuspecting
publrc" And is thére no-one

 age of the mdﬁrdual

i In response to the ex-

sexuality education will to openly refute -these

: increase, not decrease, teen . deceptors . partraying

ek preghancy, tesearch. shows euthanasia as a self-act of
% that just the opposrterstrue ‘ mercy"

The less informed the in- ' )
dividual; the more likely the | . What audaclty 0 inveigle
risk of unplanned preg- ; “inte a

For Prof. Baer to Aiproclamatron of-a futureanid.|.
i that: a human convementsgrclde pact
¥ curriculum which '

rrresponsrble It is far more

written| -

*HEY LOOK, MARVIN, IF ITS GONNA DRIVE YOU
NUTS ALL DURING LENT, PON'T GIVE [T UP?*

[C URIERJOURNAL [ Guidelines

Bishop Joseph L. Hogan Letters intended - for
. President publication must be ad-
dressed to Oplmczsn7
Courier-Journal, |
Anthony .J' Costello Chestnut - St., Rochester,
ublisher & N.Y. 14604. ;

General Manager Expressions of opinions

should be brief, no longer

Carmen J. Viglucci than 1'3 pages, typed,
Editor double-spaced, with names
; ancvl&ddresses
o ¢ reserve the nght to
Rev. Louis J. Hohman edit as to length, offensive
Episcopal Advisor words, libelous statements,
! or to reject aitogether.
. Generally speaking,
Vol.95No.48  March 14,1979 | however, only  limited-
T : grammatical correctrons
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