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On the Feast of the Presentation, Pope John Paul
celebrated Mass for men and women religious. In the
course of the rites, he blessed candles, symbols of the
light that Christ gave to the world. Following are
excerpts from the pontiffs homily on that occasion. ';

It illumines the darkness of human souls, the
darkness of existencej.. Man makes a perennial and
immense effort to opejn up a way and arrive at light;
the light of knowledge! and existence. How many years
does not man at times1 dedicate to clarifying some fact
for himself, to finding; the answer to a given question!
And how much personal toil it costs each of us in order
that — through everything in * us that is "dark,"
shadowy, through our "worse self," through the man
subjugated by the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life — we can reveal what is luminous:
the man of simplicity, of humility, of love, of disin-,
terested sacrifice, the new horizons of thought, of the
heart, of will, of character. "The darkness is passing
away and, the true light is already shining," St. John
writes.

"Lumen ad revelationem
gentium" (A light for revelation
to the gentiles).
The liturgy of today's feasl
recalls, in the first place, the
words of the Prophet Malachi:
"The Lord whom you seek will
suddenly come to his teniple. J.
Behold, He is coming."
These words in fact conje
true at this moment. There
enters his temple for the first time he who is its Lord, jit
is a question of the temple of the Old Covenant, whicjh
was the preparation for the New Covenant. Gcid
makes this New Covenant with his people in hik
whom "he anointed and sent into the world," that is, in
his Son.

If we ask what is illumined by this light,' recognized
by men who have decided to follow this light. It is
Simeon in the Child 40 days old, the answer is as
follows: it is the answer of the interior experience of so
many men who have decided to follow this light It is
the answer of your life, my dear Brothers and Sisters,
men and women religious who take part today in the
Liturgy of this feast, holding a lighted candle in your
hands. It is, as it were, a foretaste of the paschal vigil
when the Church, that is each of us, holding high the
lighted candle, will cross the threshold of the temple,
singing, "Lumen Chrjsti." It is particularly, in depth
that Christ illumines the mystery of man. Particularly
and deeply, and with what delicacy, he descends into
the secret recesses of souls and of human consciences.
He is the Master of Life, in the deepest sense. Yet just
he, he, the only one, has revealed to each of us, and
always reveals to so many men, the truth that "man,
who is the only creature on earth which God willed for
itself, cannot fully find himself except through a
sincere gift of himself."

The temple of the Old Covenant waits for the
Anointed one, the Messiah. The reason for ijts
existence, so t c speak, is this waiting.
I
And here he enters. Brought by the hands of Mafy
and Joseph. He enters as an infant, 40 days old, in
order to meet the requirements of Mosaic law. He jis
brought to the temple like so many other feraelijte
children: the child of poor parents. So he entejrs
unobserved and — almost in contrast with the worjis
of the prophet Malachi — not expected by anyone.
"Deus absconditus" (the hidden God). Hidden Sn
human flesh, born in a stable near the town of
Bethlehem, subject to the law of redemption as was liis
mother to the law of purification.
j
Although everything seems to indicate that here, jat •
this moment, no one is expecjting him and n o o h e
notices tony actually it is not so. |The aged Sime<k gcjes
up to Mary and Joseph, takes thje child in his arms and
utters the words that are a living echo of the prophecy
of Isaiah:
"Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word; for mine,eyes have seen thy
salvation which thou hast prepared in the presence !of
all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and
for glory to thy people, Israel."
These words are a synthess of the whole expectation, a synthesis of the Ola Covenant. The mlan
who utters them does not speak by himself. He i$ a
prophet. He speaks from the depths of the Revelation
and of the faith of Israel. He annpimces the fulfillment
of the Old and the beginning of tjie New.
The light.
Today; the Church blesses the candles which give
light. These candles are, at the same time, a symboj of
the other light, the light that is Christ. He began to be
light from the moment of his bin JL He was revealed^ as
light to the eyes of Simeon on the fortieth day after jhis

hrticularly and
deeply, and with! what
delicacy, he descends
imo the secret recesses
of souls and of/fuman
consciences. He is the
fdster of Life, in the
deepest sense.'
birtfi. Then he remained as a light for 30 years in the
hidden life of Nazareth. Subsequently, he began: to
teach, aqd the period of his teaching pas a short one.
He said: "I am the light of the world; he who followis
me Will not walk in darkness, but will have the fight of
life.i' When he was crucified "there was darkness over
all ihe land;" but on the third day this darkness made
way for the light of the resurrection.
The light is with us!
what does it illumine?

Seminary
Open to All
Editor:
it was a delight to see
the diaconate program in
the centerfold of the
Courier-Journal, and the
pictures taken at the
chapel in St. Bernard's
Seminary.
This is a beautiful place
and has served and certainly should continue to
serve as a place of growth,
strength and faith in our
diocese.
In keeping with the high
priority placed on the
continuation of the
seminary by the people in
the questionnaire for the
selection of a bishop, let us
look forward to our new
bishop,'^ ^opening these
windows of education for
all to share this tradition
and heritage.
Frances Collins
!
860 Atlantic Ave.
Rochester, N.Y. 14609
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Let us give thanks today for the light that is in the
midst of us. Let us give thanks for everything that, by
means of Christ, has become light in ourselves; has
ceased to be "darkness and the unknown."
Finally Simeon says to Mary, first with regard to her
Son: "Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising of
many in Israel, and for a sign that is spoken against."
Then, with regard to herself: "And a sword will pierce
through your own soul also, that thoughts out of many
hearts may be revealed."
This day is his feast: the feast of Jesus Christ, on the
fortieth day of his life, in the teniple of Jerusalem
according to the provisions of the law of M6se\And it
is also her feast: Mary's.
/
She carries the Child in her arms. He, even in her
hands, is the light of our souls, the light that illumines
the darkness of knowledge and of human existence, of
the intellect and the heart.
The thoughts of so many hearts are revealed when
her mother's hands carry this great divine Light, when
they bring it closer to man.
Hail, you who became Mother of our light at the
cost of the great sacrifice of your Son, at the cost of the
motherly sacrifice of your heart!

Stop Roof Leaks...
in pouring rain!!
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NFP Rochester Natural Family Planning recently conducted an education
conference for clergy and Religious a t the Pastoral Center. Above, are NFP
representatives, Dr. Frank Foltiy, Casey Bennett, Bill Bennett, Father James
Ffewes, Frank Staropoli and Therese Petracca. Attending the conference were
priests and Religious from thro jghout the diocese, below.
i
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