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By Father Paul J. Cuddy

Singles
:Ignored
‘In Liturgy

“In commenting on the

Lquahf'mnons necessary for
‘a

lay distributor of-
Communion
(C-J Jan.
24), 'you
j§ state:  ‘he
_should be a
B bona fide,
practicing
“Catholic —
honest, fai-
thful in
charitable,

Fr. Cuddy

“l wonder why you

consider marriage to be a
necessary qualification.
Are you not excluding all
single people,
widowers, nuns, etc.? This
thinking seems
current in the Church . . .1
was taught
created three states of life:
married,

gglgle.

,‘é “l realize
Family is the backbone of
our society,
being considered almost an
outsider in many of the
current Church ' liturgies;
i.e., family Masses,

presentation of offertory
ggf etc....”

widows,
to be
that Jesus

religious and

I4
that the

but resent

Hempel, then two weeks at
Rochester General
Hospital for Fr. Schwartz,
and am somewhat pressed
for time. But your good
letter merits a prompt
reply.

“Your reading of the
article was reasonable. I
suppose one would have to
know what was in the
mind of the writer at the
time to realize how it did
come out that way. Ac-
tually, I was trying to hit a
deadline, and what. was in
my mind at the time was
the anger of a woman
some months ago about a
Eucharistic minister who
was ‘running’ around’.
Rather than being anti-
female in this instance, the
thought was rather anti-
male, since 1 would not
conceive of such a thing

from a woman.

“You are so correct
about the single woman
being ignored in many
liturgies and plans within
the Church. If it will cheer
your soul any, I myself
sometimes include in the
Prayers of the Faithful:
‘For those men and women
who are unmarried and
carry out their own special
vocations to the great good
of Christ and His Church,
let us pray to the Lord.’
This note is too fast to be
satisfactory, but at least
please know that 1 am
most. appreciative of the

" Church: at

_when he, too, will “hoist

-denial of all that they

1

that | do appreciate your
observahons.”

From a, correspondent in
Ireland:’

“It always seems strange
to me that a full-blooded
conservative like you, who
waves the flag for Mother _
every op: -
portunity, and .does so
quite - unashamedly can
succeed in doing two
things: 1) being so
outrageously human as to
honor people so much in
their - humanity;
2) command the love and
respect of people who don't
give a fig for Mother
Church. Of course, 2
follows 1. But the fact
remains that most of the
clergy who hoist the flag as
high as you do usually only
succeed in being an arid

preach.”
Comment:

Those are the kindest
words ever spoken of me
and, while I am grateful, 1
realize they are not held by
all. My .friend no longer
goes to Mass, carries a
healthy bit of ant-
clericalism in his soul,
loves nuns who cheerfully
dislike their Reverend
Mothers, and dislikes grim
unsmiling nu He is
highly intelligent and good,
and | pray f'Er the day

the flag” for Mother

Like
Leprosy

Sunday’s Readings: (R3)
Mk. 2:18-22. (R1) Hos.
2:16-17‘, 21-22. (R2) 2 Cor.

How graphically the

past two Sunday’s readings

1ctured sin! Sin is like
Sindeprosy

(Feb. 11).
Sin is like
¥ paralysis
(Feb. 18).
Next Sund-
ay’s readings
. describe sin
~as a lovers’
"= gquarrel
25). Aquam:l doesn’t
ive the love between
. Generally, true
ke up after a
and promise

Gomer, the adulteress,
symbolized faithless Israel.
As Hosea could not give
up his wife — even when
she had played the harlot
— s0 God told Hosea it
was equally impossible for
Him to renounce Israel,
His betrothed, even when
she had proved adulterous.
God would chastise Israel,
but only like a jealous
lover: to bring her back.to
the pure and fresh joy of
their first love.

"To do this, Hosea

foretold that God would

again lead Israel into the

desert where He had first

betrothed her. This time

the desert spoken of by

Hosea was to be the barren

life of captivity and en-

slavement in Babylon.

Only in such a context

would Israel wrn back to

her lover. Only then could

He speak to her heart and

would she respond to her

Spouse as in the days of
her youth, when she had

come up from the land of
Egypt.

God, the Bridegroon, -
Hosea tells, would give te
Israel as a bridal gift great--
virtues — virtues forged in-
the bitter experience of the .
Babyloman Captmty“-‘
social virtues, like justicé:

and rights; personal vir: - B

tues, like mercy and love.

‘Thus Israel would come to
now the Lord, mumately, .

a wife hér husband —

A:ijembanassed reply: unmarried,.  especially Church. and bring the
5 women, who havebeenmy  genuine nobility he has in
“*Last week I took care . own great helpers from my his- soul to the service of

of St. Ann’s Home for Fr. earliest priesthood, and Christ and His Church.

By Father Albert Shamon
o Hoseas prophecy prOtS know especially His
Sm IS around his unfortunate fidelity. “I will espouse you
: marriage to Gomer. in fidelity™ (R 1).

. with WStop"’ The# she said
' quietly, “Love.means not

. our sins, but.according

‘Though Israel proved
unfaithful again and again,
God did not. In the fulness
of time, He sent His Son,
Jesus Christ, to espouse in
a new marriage covenant
the remnant of Isracl —
those| few of Israel who
had still remained faithful
to the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob.

Asat any wedding feast
there was joy. That was
why Jesus’ disciples did not
fast +— “the groom was
with them still.” And there
were bridal gifts, too: First,
freedgm from all Jewish
ceremonial laws. New
wine needed new
wineskins. And secondly, a
new way for patching up
lovers’ quarrels, nof by
desert experiences, but by
joyful celebration of the
sacrament of recon-
ciliation: No longer does
God deal with us according

to His love.

In -~ Eric Segal’s book -
Love 1 Story, when Ollie
said to Jenny “I'm sorry,”
she cut short "his apology -

ever having to say you're
sorry)f‘ “Ehat - is- _sheer
bunkpm' Aocordmg 1o the
greaiest ‘love story ever
told, | f ove. means: saymg»
over | 'and over- again, ‘I
forgiy eypu ™That is,how.
Godlkus' .
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Fathers
&
Sons

A special Father and Son
camping weckend took place
recently at Camp Stella
Maris. Fathers and their
sons from across the diocese
participated in a winter
olympic competition, cross
country skiing and ice fishing
among other things. Shown
above is one half of a tug-of-
war competition and at right
John Oberlies and his son
Dan try their hand at fishing
through the ice.

Last year’s Leukemia Benefit raised $3000,
used to buy a teaching microscope for the -

pediatric hem

tology/oncology lab at Strong

Hospital. Above right Nancy Cooper, technical
associate at the lab shows Kathy Trombley,
left, benefit chairman how the microscope is used.

Leukemm Benefit Set |
For March 10

The third annual Leukemia
Benefit Dinner Dance is
scheduled for Saturday,
March 10 at the Mapledale
Party. House. The event: will
begin at 6:30 p.m. with
cockiails (cash bar) and dinner

- will begin at 7:30 p.m.

The dinner is held each year
by parents, relatives and; close
friends of Karen Frank,:an 8-

year-old, who was ‘diagnosed -

as having leukemia in .lune
1976.

The proceeds this yeq‘jr will
be donated to CURE
Childhood - Camncer
Association to be used locally
for cancer research, treatment
and patient care.. Donations
are $8.50, per person) and
tickets may oblamed by

Cards

-Fhe~-Rosary- Society ;
Ambrose Church w1ll i

i

calling the Mapledale Party
House 436-2112.
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Let NATURE do
your DIRTY WORK!

Contact ERGONOMY for

Free up drains, traps, septics,
downspouts, grease traps

LLMO - s NATURAL anaerobic and aerobic bacteria, com-
pietely ngn-toxic, extends the life of piping.

Seminary Gets
$25,000 Gift

Mrs. Joseph C. Wilson has
pledged a $25,000 gift lowérd
support of St Bernard's.
Seminary programs. %

In announcing receipt ‘of
the pledge, Father Frank EE
Lioi, rector, expressed ap-
precnauon of the gift, stating
that “this sizeable con-
tribution will help St
nard’s Scminary continug lits
educational missions and}set
an example for the par-
ticipalion of our Cath ‘lic
people in the education |of
their fuwure spiritual k:adcrs1S
. {

CHOICE

A weekend for young, single adults
April 6th, 7th, & 8th
St. Michaels Retreat
Genter

for turther information contact:

{100% *"Live Liquid
Micro-Organisms)

T

Eastview Park,.7979 Victor-Pittsford Rd.

716-425-2100
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