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Edltonals
Commumcatlons

‘ : Pro Osal ) : *  In' December of 1976, th¢, _Couriér-Journal
: p editorialized that the “addition of another national

' . " llection would carry an unintended message = lack

- The National Catholic Reporter has accused the co

= ‘ National Conference of Catholic Bishops of “audacity” of con31derat10n for the grassroots cr)ntnbutor

for authorizing a communications collection for in-
creased use of television, radio and other media

If the US. Bishops want the collection, and ap-
‘parently they, do, then we will support it, with slight
reservations. We ask that it be intended strictly for t |
electronic media and clearly labeled as such. And ‘
would make it clear that this diocesan newspaper,
one, will not be using such funds. <

We are pleased to see that a_national -Catholic
newspaper-supports, in substance, our posmoh We do
not J)a o so far, however, as to call for a boycott or to
namecallmg, although we frankly feel that the bishops
]ﬁd&an\ustake in approving the coilecuon '

But we have a further proposal. f i

r

The- bishops Communications Committee has
scheduled a series of regional hearings to solicit !
recommendations for the collection. May we suggest b
that it may not be too late to shift gears and drop the ;-
idea of socking parishes with the collection and use the
hearings to solicit ideas on where else the money may

_ We have consnstently warned that we do not feel the
- cre v 10 [ m collection is fair to-the family in the bew or the equally

(without recommending a specific (communications)  hard-hit pastor, trying to make financial ends meet
program. amid economic uncertainty.

The NCR recommended that the collection be §
boycotted and mentioned the “financial pinch” - We have declared that our opposition was not based  pe raised. We believe the bishops would be remiss 'Fm
dioceses and parishes are feeling. on the fact that the lion’s share of the collection is to use every means possible to spread the Good News.

' intended for the electronic media. We strongly believe ;

that the potentialities of television iand radio must be
explored by the Chur¢h. We have dlso gone on record
that this newspaper will not accept the portion of the
collection which will be earmarked for diocesan

The Courier-Journal has opposed the collection
since it was first proposed more than two y ago.
The plan was defeated by the bishops wh®n first
" considered but strong lobbying efforts kept it alive and

. But we also believe that putting the fiilancial burd,%n
on the backs of already beleaguered pastors and
parishioners could well make the venture an ill-fated

e

it finally squeaked through in th(; Fall of 1978.
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Although 1 have been -, a practice he judges will be It arises from the pastoral thosc) performing the (volunteer)  accomplishment whereby
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