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By FRANK AND 
SUESTAROPOLI 

Coordinators, 
Office of 

Family Life 

• Climbing divorce rates, 
continual stresses from social 
and economic forces of 
change and alternative life 
styles have raised questions in 
many circles about the 
viability of the family in the 
future of this society. Some 

, have predicted the death of 
" the family. But as Michael 

Novak, theological essayist, 
has written, "Choosing family 
life today is an act of courage 
ahd intelligence . . . marriage 
and family still express our 
highest moral ideals." 

We salute you for your 
courage and intelligence and 
most of all for your desire to 
make a commitment to each 
other, to God and to the 
Church in an age where such 
promises are seen as un­
necessary, passe. We know 
the love you have for each * 
other, so vibrant and alive 
now, is a cherished possession. 
Wejialso know as you must, 
that after the honeymoon that 
love will need to be constantly 
nourished and reaffirmed 
because it will be tested. 

How will you keep it alive? 
Ho* will you avoid the hum­
drum routine you see in so 
many marriages around you? 
How will you deal with the 
Kinds of situations that are 
sure to test this precious love 
yoilshare? 

Rfrst, choose your friends 

wisely. Seek common friends, 
hopefully other married 
couples who share your, 
convictions about com­
mitment, family and faith. 
Such friends will be your 
support community in the 
fears ahead. You will be 
enriched by them and in turn, 
will inspire them to live the 
beautifully idealistic life you 
envision now. This may mean 
difficult choices about your 
present friends because you're 
entering a new life style and 
old ties can create pressures. 

Keep your priorities 
straight Your husband or 
wife and the faith you share 
must be number one. Build 
your lives around that 
relationship and don't allow 
anything to take precedence 
— no jobs, or education, or 
friends, or even in-laws. 
Celebrate and renew that 
bond of love often. Work to 
keep it fresh and alive because 
when you don't it doesn't stay 
fresh — it withers, slowly but 
surely. 

Finally know that the 
Church is -always ready to 
support yqu and to accept 
your support. There are 
programs in many parishes 
and throughout the diocese to 
help you discover how to live 
the sacrament you will 
celebrate soon. We want to be 
a source of inspiration, hope, 
encouragement and healing 
for you when you need it. We 
also want you to share with us 
the freshness and excitement 
of your marriage. You can be 
inspirational for so many 
couples who may have lost 
some of the glow you radiate. 

. So keep in touch for our 
sake, and yours. Become 
involved [from the beginning 
in your parish. Learn about 
programs offered by the 
Office of Family. Life (436-
S450) and the Catholic Family 
Center.' 

The Family Enrichment 
program of Catholic Family 
Center was established to 
strengthen individuals and 
help families make the 
commitment to marriage and 
family life. Programs have 
been developed to assist in­
dividuals ahd families to cope 
and resolve the problems they 
face and to nurture and foster 
communication skills 

The programs are led by 
family educators and marriage 
and family counselors from 
the Catholic family Center 
and the Office of Family Life. 
They assist parish councils or 
other parish leaders in the 
designs which are appropriate 

to the needs of their people. 

Programs presented by the 
Catholic Family Center are in 
the area of human relations. 
More specifically they are 
communication worshops; 
Human Sexuality; Changing 
roles; Pre-marriage 
Relationships; Marriage 
Communication; Discovery 
Workshops for Young 
Married Couples; Separation 
and Divorce; Family Growth 
and Relationships; Parent-
ChildRelationships; Family 
Life Training for Counselors. 
Some programs require group 

•̂ participation; some develop 
skills for group leadership. 

The sessions of these 
programs are held in facilities 
provided by the parish or 
sponsoring organization, or 
they are held at the Catholic 
Family Center at 50 Chestnut 
Plaza. 

There is a minimum of 12 
persons necessary to conduct 
any of these programs. The 
fee is generally $25 a session. 

If you wish more in­
formation, contact either 
Thomas L. Hanson or John 
Barnowskr, 546-7.720, or 
Frank and Sue Staropoli at 
the Office of Family Life, 43d-
5450. 

SPECIAL SALE 

WEDDING GOWNS 
for Brides & Bridesmaid 

Beautiful Selections 
to introduce you to our fine shop. 

Master custom Designer and Tailoring 
ALTERATIONS & FURS - DRY CLEANER 

4359 Lake Ave. at Stutson 
Oput MML-S*. 8 to 6, TUB. 1 to 8:30, Thur.| to 8:30 

865-8010 
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Our Master Bakers design and prepare 
w e d d i n g c a k e s made to order . . . 

Cfi££K$l0l BAKEfiV 
8 5 1 F e t z n e r R d . Creekside Pla?a 227-1110 

Wedding Cakes 
T h e s e G o l d e n H e a r t h W e d d i n g C a k e s are m a d e w i t h the 

finest ingredients! available. Pure liquid vegetable shortening, fresh 
milk and fresh whole eggs are used in abundance. Our cake 
is a smooth, velvety, close-textured pound cake with a fhelt-in-your 
mouth eating quality...the finest quality in town...so moist and rich, 
your guests will want to compliment you on your good taste. 
Golden Hearth Wedding Cakes are available in 8 sizes; 
from two to five tiers, each tier from six to twenty 
inches in diameter. They serve from 35 to 400 people 
and are pricecj from $20.50. 
Special decorations, ornaments and tier separators are available tor 
an additional charge. Let us help you select the appropriate accessories. 
Wedding cake orders should be placed at least oneweek'prtor to delivery. 
Available ONLY at Stars with a Golden Hearth Bake Shop... 
consult the Yellow Pages for the location most convenient to you. 
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Star congratulates all newly 
married couples! We 
welcome n̂ou to oiir stores. 
Compare our prices, pur 
games^and dur }"thank-you" 
mms of Tcip,y|lue Stamps, 

your superrnarkeh 
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