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By FATHER 
ROBERT F. O'NEILL 

Officiate 
• Marriage Tribunal 

Jesus said, "what God has 
joined, let no man put 
asunder". The Catholic 
Church has accepted over the 
years a very literal in­
terpretation of His words. 
Furthermore, when we see the 

' reality of marriage as 
descr ibed by 

- ^Sacred Scripture, namely, 
"The two shall become one 
flesh", we see marriage as a 
permanent union that can be 
ended only by the death of 
one of the partners. Ex­
perience, too, has borne out 
this type of thinking. Every 
young couple about to be 
married plans on spending the 
rest of their life with the 
partner. Indeed, often young 
people will say how they could 
not imagine living without the 
partner they love so much. 
Church Law and teaching, 
therefore, reflect this basic 
philosophy. 

For^baptized persons, the 
Catholic Church sees 
marriage as an even more 
wonderful event, namely, a 
sacrament When two bap­
tized persons pledge them-

^ Selves to each other in 
marriage for life, they receive 
the sacrament of marriage, 
sanctifying grace, and the 
guarantee of God's blessings 
and helps throughout their 
married life. For Catholics, 
the Church feels that there are 
certain acceptable ways for 
celebrating this sacrament 
Therefore, when a Catholic is 
to be married, and the 
marriage is to be recognized; 
the marriage must take place 
before a priest and two 
witnesses. This is called the 
form of marriage. In recent 
years, the Church has per­
mitted a dispensation from 
form allowing another, 
usually a Protestant minister, 
to be viewed as the official 
Church witness to the 
sacrament These cases are 
still rather rare but they are 

, , , Dpssible. It is encouraging to 
see the desire on the part of 
prospective brides and grooms 
to have God as a part of their 
marriage and to celebrate 
the i r mar r i age in a 
sacramental way, seeing God 
as a real partner in their loving 
relationship. 

Occasionally, a Catholic is 
married without the benefits 
of a priest present or a 
dispensation from form, and 
in cases like this, the Church 
does not recognize the 
marriage. It is possible later to 
have the couple go to a 
Catholic priest and discuss 
having the m a r r i a g e 
recognized by the Church and 
it is certainly advised so that 
the benefits of the sacrament 
can truly be a part of their, 
marriage. However, grace 
does build on nature and if the ' 

*" ~"%barriage seems to be in 
trouble, the blessing of the 
Church is not going to 
guarantee a solution to all 
problems. Our priests are well. 

Stained in giving advice to , 
persons in this type of '. 

, situation and every priest has. ; 
had a great deal of experience '! 

« along these lines. >; 

Protestants before a Justice of 
the Peace is recognized by us. 
That means that should the 
marriage fail and one of the 
partners wishes to marry 
another, we would say he or 
she is not free to marry 
because his marriage is 
recognized by God and lasting 
until death. 

As I mentioned previously, 
once a couple have entered a 
true and valid marriage, they 
are^ not allowed to marry 
again even after a civil divorce 
as long as the partner still 
lives. However, the question is 
what is a true and valid 
marriage, what has truly God 
joined? Because of changes in 
Church thought especially 
since the Vatican Council, 
because of advances in the 
behavioral sciences enabling 
us - to understand human 
nature better, because of new 
changes in Church Law 
regarding procedures of 
Church Tribunals, a Church 
Annulment of a marriage is 
much more common today 
than in the past. Annulments 
are' still an exception to the 
rule and certainly not possible. 

in every case, but when there 
were serious difficulties from 
the beginning of a marriage, 
or the marriage was very 
short, an annulment should be 
considered. This procedure is 
possible for any marriage, 
even those of non-Catholics, 
and again the priest of the 
parishes are well trained in 
assisting people wishing to 
investigate the possibility of a 
Church . annulment. No 
annulment procedure is begun 
until the marriage is certainly 
ended by civil divorce and 
there are no civil effects to 
Church annulment process. 

Divorce is always a sad 
experience, both for the 
partners, for children and for 
families. When it does occur, 
the Rochester Diocese is 
fortunate to have the out­
standing Divorced and 
Separated groups that are so 
helpful to so many. There are 
also many programs that help 
prevent marriage failures, 
such as an outstanding Pre-
Cana program, marriage 
enrichment programs and 
good priests and sisters who 
are wifling to give of their time 
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—BRIDES— 
Don't forget MARTHA'S for 
All Your Wedding Needs: 
' •Favors (ceramic & plastic) 
•• •Almonds •Nettings 

•Ribbon •Garters •Champagne Glasses 
•Invitations *Over 200 Wedding Tops 
• and much more 

—COME IN AND SEE US SOON— 

Two Convenient Locations 

1726 Long Pond Road 
RochestefrN.Y. . 

716/225-8770 
Hours; 10-6 Daily; 
Thurs. & Fri. till 

8:30 P.M. 

Perinton Square Mall 
Fairport, N.Y. 
716/223-8733 

Hours: 10-9 Daily; 
12 noon till 5 P.M. 

SUNDAY 
SAT. -10-6 P.M. 
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WEDDING BANDS 
: INDIVIDUALLY DESIGNED 

(pleaseMow three weeks....) 

Clover Commons Mall mwj.-wEo. iw 
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to enrich marriages and to marriage enrichment since the and successful families we can 
assist those in trouble, family is indeed the basis of have, the better will be our 
Continued effort is needed at spciety and the more happy society in our diocese. 

Feminine Fashions '. 
and Bridal Salon 

If you've attended all 
the bridal shows in 
town, you've discovered 
that everything new 
and beautiful for brides 
is at J A C Q U E L I N E S . . . where 
you get incomparable 
personal a t t e n t i o n . . . 
exquisite JACQUELINE 
fashions for brides, 
bridesmaids and 
mothers-of-the bride 
arriving daily. 
For Appointment Please Call 

Jacqueline - -
Pittsford Plaza 

Daily 10-9 Sat. 10-5:30 Phone 381 -2660 
Master Charge • Visa 
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87CLINT0NAVE.il 

Quality Clothing for Men Since 1849 

MICHAELS/STERIV 
FACTORY OPEN DAILY 

When You Need to Look 
Your Best at the 

LOWEST COST 

COMPARE 
OUR WARDROBE VALUES FOR 

Your Rehersal Dinner 
Your Wedding 
Your Travel 

Whatever the 
occasion, when latest 
fashion and good fit 
are a must in 
Suits, Sportcoats and Slacks 
Always 30% to 50% off 
Selling Prices Elsewhere 

Midi All S/Sil^R\ I \ ( TORV \«H OPEN TO PUBLIC 
11 87 CLINTON AVE. N. • 454-5260 • DOWN TOWN ROCHESTER 

: OPEN DAILY i f TO 9 • SAT. 10 TO 6 
VISA • MASTER CHARGE •.BANKAMERICARD 
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