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By SISTER 
JANEGEIGER 

A father was asked to 
reflect on the way he had 
raised his children and to 
say, if Be had to do it over 
again, what he would 
change. He thought and 
said, "I would love their 
mother better." 

A man and woman 
marry one another because 
they experience a oneness 
that makes them feel 
whole. Ideas, hopes, in
terests, values, concerns 
are shared or affirmed in 

one another. They feel 
comfortable in the thought 
that they can journey 
through life together 
supporting each other in all. 
that is most precious to 
them in life. 

For the Catholic couple, 
the^-most important reality 
in life is their relationship 
with* God. The Sacrament 
of Baptism committed 
them to a graced life with 
the Father, in the Son, 
through the Spirit — a call 
to walk with God and be • 
faithful. Intimacy with and 
fidelity to God is a journey 
one makes together with 
others in a community of. 
faith. We call this com
munity "the Church." No 
one makes the journey 
alone. In a sense all of us 
are ministers to each other 
as we walk in faith-each 
one in some way mediates 
the presence and ex-' 
perienjbe of die Lord to the 

other. lOften we think of 
Matrimony as "the other 
choice," not a (religious) 
vocation or "a calling" 
when in fact it is a very 
definite choice of ministry. 
In the Sacrament of 
Matrimony the person 
chooses some one in 
particular to be that 

mediator of Christ in his or 
her life, and in turn 
chooses to minister to the 
other. 

The father we men
tioned in the beginning 
wished his relationship 
with his wife had been 
better. Perhaps he was 
saying that he wished he 
had been more aware of his 
mission to call forth and 
enrich her faith; perhaps 
he wished she had asked 
more of him or that he had 
been more responsive 
when she challenged him 
to a deeper or ]a more 

active faith. A desire for 
Cod and the need for 
intimacy with Him lies 
deep in the heart of each 
one of us and our striving 
for human love is a parable 
of that deeper love. For too 
many, the tragedy of their 
lives is that they are never 
able to identify and satisfy 
this deep hunger. Part of 
the beauty of loving and 
knowing another in
timately is to be able to 
own our deepest desires, to 
put them into words! to 
strive for them, to actively 
support one another in the 
striving and to call one 
another to an accounting 
when we let down, 
compromise, or fail. 

The Sacrament of 
Matrimony calls a couple 
to this kind of openness 
and accountability in their 
relationship with God. It is 
a kind of contract they 
need to discuss before they 

are married and a topic 
which demands open and 
honest communication all 
along the way if their 
marriage is to assure the 
happiness and growth it 
should mean for them and 
their children. God does 
not intrude Himself into 
their lives if they are 

heedless; and unaware; but 
He does show His face to a 
man and wife when they 
consciously seek Him and 
invite Him to walk with 
them through the joys and 
sorrows; hopes and fears, 
successes and failures that 
are a part of every lifetime. 

P r a y e r a n d t h e 
sacramental life of the 
Church | help to give them 
this sensitivity; these are 
signs that assure, "I am 
with you." Rooted in this 
experience - of being 
nourished and loved by 
God, the couple becomes 
careful of all life-of every 

life they touch. Their 
lifestyle, every decision 
and choice from the most 
important to the most 
trivialj speaks of love of 
God, concern for neighbor, 
and reverence for all 
created things. They are 
faithful children of the 
Father and good stewards 
of the material goods He 
places in their hands. Their 

Tux Check 
The tuxedos worn by the 

groom and other male 
members of the bridal party 
are as important as the gowns 
worn by the women. 

There is a tremendously 
large selection of styles and 
colors available today and all 
are designed to make the men 
look their very best on the 
important day. 

If at all possible, try the 
tuxedo on. Check the' waist 
and trouser and make certain 
the trouser bottoms are 

properly turned under. 

Check to see that all the 
buttons are in place and that 
all closures and zippers are 
performing as they should. 

Check all accessories; shirt 
(with studs, cuff links and 
collar Stays), tie, vest, cum-
berbund, etc. 

message is clear as they live 
their lives together and 
communicate their gift, 
better than any other 
teacher to their children 
and to the Church: "Let 
the coming generation be 
told of the Lord that they 
may proclaim to a people 
yet to be born the justice 
he has shown." (Ps. 22:31-
32) 

C.L.S. CATERING 
(Formerly Stifter Catering) 

Complete Catering for any Occasion) 
SPECIALIZING IN WEDDINGS 

We can make arrangements for invitations, 
flowers, wedding cakes, banquet rooms and 
more. 

CHURCH GROUPS, SENIOR CITIZEN GROUPS 
C U M RAKES, BUFFETS, HORS O'OEUVRES 

905 Merchants Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 482-5225 

REGISTER 
at 

an~t*stk 
Your Complete Gourmet 
Kitchenware Center For: 

•BRIDAL REGISTRY 
• CUISINART FOOD PROCESSORS & ACCESSORIES 

HENCKELS KNIVES 
•LECREUSETCOOKWARE 
• MASTER CHEF and COP-R-CHEF 
• COOKING CLASSES 
• FRESH COFFEE & TEA 
• COMPLETE GADGET DISPLAY 

— FREE GIFT — 
JUST BRING IN THIS ADVERTISEMENT 

paq-tastic 
Twelve Corners Crossroads Plaza 
932 S Winton Road 
Rochester, New York 14618 
716-271-1040 

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 10-5:30 Tues. & Thurs. til 9 _-_J 

Message 
from 

Polly-O: 
To New Homemakers: 

"For pine, Imaginative 
Cooking, and Quality 
Products, Stock Your 

New Kitchen With 
Polly-0 Provisions." 

Look tor the entrre family of Polly-0 Italian food prooucts at 
your favorite food store. 

Our new "Cooking with Cheese'' recipe book 
makes Italian cooking easier . . . appetizers, pasta, 
main dishes, desserts. Send for it today. 

P O L L Y - 0 Deol. RB. 650 Fcuma n Ave Bkiyn .NY 11208 

Please send "Cooking with Cheese" recipe book. Enclosed 
is $100 (check or meney order only). 

Stjtt_ J<9. 

Polly-O Dairy Products 
35 N. 

Washington 
Rochester, 

N;Y. 
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