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The Gospel
Then
And Now

Jesus Christ our Lord is
the same TODAY, as He
was YFSTERDAY as He
will be TOMORROW He
lives among us now. He
speaks to us now. He
works for us mow. This

.time of ours is still the
Annus Domlm,theYear of
the Lord 1979. The years

But we do not call our
years A.C., after Christ.
For He is still with us,
never having left us
“orphans”, but remaining
with us “all days even to
the consummation of the
world™.

And more than this: His
presence with us is not
static, but dynamic. He is
among us in that same
compassionate power as
was His among the
mu titudes of Judea and

. He does now for us
what Hc did then for them.
He says now to us what He
said then to them.

The Holy Eucharist, the
Mass, is eminently the time
each day when we come to
Him and He comes to us,
to speak to us and to touch
us with His healing and
strength. There His Gospel

{1 before Him we call BC.,

7h;anhts in Liturgy”

By Father Benedict Ehmann:

cross on our foreheads, lips
and hearts. When the
reading ends we praise
Him and say: “Praise to
you, Lord Jesus Christ”,
- for we have just heard Him
speaking to us through His
minister.

It -is exactly jike that
remarkable day in the
synagogue of Nazareth
when Jesus read the
Scripture to the people
whose eyes were all intent
on Him. After He finished,
He rolled up the scroll,
handed it back to the
attendant, and then looked
at the crowd as intently as
they were looking,at Him. -
And He said: “This day
this Scripture is fulfilled in
your hearing.” (Cf. St
Luke, chapter 4). .

This is exactly the way it '
is when we hear the Gospel.
at Mass. What we hear

Jesus saying in the Gospel. .

to the people of old, He:
says to us today. What we
- hear of Him doing among
those people of the Holy
Land long ago, He does for
us today. “This. day the
Gospel is fulfilled in your
hearing.? No wonder we
are invited to respond:
“Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ.” We of today are
the Gospel people of 1979;
and we come to~Jesus,
again and again, each time
at Mass, to hear what He
will be sa%rlng to us, and to

Shall 'we! look at an
example or two" When the
Gospel£ gives us Jesus’
words, i there is no great
problem in putting this to
the test. All we need do is
to recall that the words we

- are are directed as
“much t6 us as they were to
His hstpners But when it
comes ito the matter of
Jesus’ works|as the Gospel
proclauns them, we may
help to discoyef
how Ethey’ are con-
temporary Iwrth us of
today. ! “

Take tll1e lhealmg of the
paralytrc recorded by St.
Mark, @llap r 2, verses 1-
12, We see; great crowds
commg{ to Jesus, filling the
TOOms 3 the doorway of
“the hout SOme men bring
a paralyhc to Him on a
stretcher but they can’t
get in. $o they make a hole
in thei roof, to let the
stretchér! down in front of
Jesus. Struck by their faith,
He says: “My son, your
sins are forglven Some of
the w1seacr,es there are
thmkmg He is
blasphe g, because only
can forgive sins. Then
Jesus mamfws His divine
power: and heals the
paralytic. The people are
awestruck and they pralse
God, saying: “We have
never seen janything like
this.” - z

This: is aﬁcontemporary
to us of 1979 as it was to
those who first witnessed it
in Capernaum. Today too,
great crowds come to
Jesus, all over the world.
Today{ too, there were

“ignorance, by adhtchon to

. alcohol, drugs and lust, by

hatred, prejudxoe nd-fierce
antagonisms, even among
our Kinsfolk and in our
neighborhoods. - On  their *
own they do not, perhaps
they even mnnoﬁ, come to
Jesus. So we bring them to
Him, in our thought of .
them in our concem and
caring for théem. We
present them to the Lord;
we beg that He may heal
them and make them walk
freely again in the way of
grace. Jesus is struck' by
-our faith, éven as He was
by that of the| Jstretcher
bearers in the Gospel, and
we are -sure iHe will.
respond now as| He did

>

then. And like ¢ long-
ago people, yve are
Aawestruck at Jesus power
and we exlaim: aise to

'you, Lord Jesus C‘ ist.

1

We are those blind, deaf
and dumb, lame and
paralytic onesI those
lepers, whom Jesus heals,
today as then. We are the
Samaritan woman at the
well, Martha and Mary
serving and listéning to
Jesus, Zaccheus climbing
the tree to see Him, and all
those others in their
various ways reflecting our
lives. Qur city is another
Jerusalem over! which
Jesus weeps. The! afflicted
of all the ccnturm stilt
carry His cross.

Such is the Gospel, then
and now. When j' ¢ stand
to hear it, we sign the cross
on our foreheads to un-
derstand it, on our lips to
proclaim it, on our hearts
to love it and'live it.
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Surprise Party!

Canandaigua-The Knights that the K of C will sponsor

of Columbus Council 1445 an annual Religious
hosted a surprise “Sister Achievement’ Award at
Appreciation Night” in honor graduation in Sister
of  Sister Mary Benedicta Benedicta’s name.- .
.Redmond, SSJ, here recently.

,A teacher in diocesan :
elementary schools for more ’_f@g@y Deadlme
than 40 years, Sister  Inorder to handle copy and
Benedicta has been at St. photographs properly, all
Mary’s, Canandaigua, for a news releases must be received

‘total of 36 years.

Sister Deanna Gears, SSI,
school principal, announced

‘YOU HAVE A FRIEND IN HEATING. ..

* 24 Emergency service

* Complete furnace cleaning
¢ Furnace installation’

¢ Central air conditioning

e Power humidifier

by the Courier-Journal by
.noon Thursday for th
following weel( 's edition.

BRANDT
AR coumunmua\

237 WINTON RD. K.
" 288-4270

YOURFRIENDS
FOROVER

45 YEARS 24 Hr. Emorgoncy Service

“WANTED

PRIEST OR LAYPERSON|TO DIRECT
EXISTING URBAN Pnosnm FOR
NINE PARISHES IN SYRAGUSE N.Y.

FUNCTIONS:
SPOKESMAN
PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT
FUNDING
COMMUNITY ORGANIZING

REPLY TO: Rev. RobertF. Lavin
111 Roberts Avenue
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