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““Father in heaven,we praise You for sending Your Spmt mto our hearts to

teach us to pray. Bless this painting of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton] and teach
us to use it as an aid to sincere and devoted. prayer... Almighty, everlasting
- God, You do not forbid us to represent Your saints in stone oriwood or

paint, so that, as often as we look upon their likenesses with
bodies, we may with the eyes of faith meditate upon their holm
to imitate thelr deéds. »

“0 God our Father, glortfy here dpon earth Your servant St. Ellzabeth Ann
Seton by manifesting the power of her intercession through the favors we

eyes "of our
 and be led

now implore. Pour upon us the spirit of wisdom and love with which You

filled her soul. By semng You as she did, may we please You with our faith

and our actions.”
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" A shrine in honor of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton was
blessed Sunday morning
in St. Thomas the Apostle

Church. It is a three-panel '

painting that depicts the
life of the first “Yankee”
saint, the founder of the
American Daughters  of

Charity, who was
canonized in 1975, 54
years after her death.

Msgr. Richard K.
Burns is pastor of-the St.

. Paul Boulevard church.

Bishop Joseph L.
Hogan dedicated the
shrine in the presence of
the painter,
Menihan of Pittsford.

Mother Seton is pic-
tured as a teacher and as
a nurse, in springtime
Maryland landscapes, and
before buildings associated,
with her carecer. A New
Yorker, born to social
position, Elizabeth Ann
Bayley Seton began her
charitable work as a
dedicated Episcopalian.
As the widowed mother
of five children, she knew
hardship and grief. Her
conversion to Catholicism
occurred duripg a stay in
Iialy. She opéned the first
Catholic school in the
United States, in
Baltimore, in 1808, and
the next year she
established the Daughters
of Charity at Emmhitsburg.
Members of her order
have worked in this
diocese since .1845, and

are widely known for |

theif hospital, St. Mary’s.

Menihan’s paintings
indicate all  of these
elements, He drew from
contemporary SOurces —
two portraits of the lady

John C. .

Bishop Hogan with_ John
Menihan, the painter.

Photos by
Terrance J. Brennan

done in her own time,
and landscape sketches by_
her spiritual director,
Father Simon Gabriel
Brute de Remur. ‘

The paintings are done
in acrylics combined with
sand, on pressed wood
panels. The central one,
with a rounded arch, is
flanked by flat-topped
panels, in the Palladian
style popular in the New
York architecture of the
early 19th eentury.
(Mother Seton was born
Aug. 28, 1774, and died
Jan. 4,1821)

The frame was made

. - from chestnut wood pews

saved when -old St.
Patrick’s Cathedral was
demohshéd

In his homily, . Bishop

EE Hogan spoke in praise of

Pope Paul VI, for the
excellence of . his “in-

‘fallible judgment” that
elevated Mother Seton to
sainthood. |

Father R lbert F.
McNamara, | diocesan

historian, wrot¢ an essay
for the occasion in which
he remarkedl on the
particular appropriateness
of hhaving a Seton shrine
in the Church of St
Thomas the Apostle. The
New York architect who
designed the| church,
Joseph Sanford Shanley
(1894-19,69), was a
descendant of| Mother
Seton, the historian noted.

“But the chit
of the shrine,’ Father
McNamara wrate, “is to
introduce Elizabeth Ann
to a wider public; as a
saint particularly relevant
to our present necessities
in the United States,

purpose

“A convem from
Protestantism who served
as a bridge between her
former and her new co-
religionists, she is an
ecumenical figure. As a
woman of social position,
she is a saint for the rich.
As a Sister of Charity, she
is a saint for the poor...”

And ‘“she was a
Vatican II Catholic. .long
before Vatican 11.”
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“St. Elizabeth can help
all us Americans.”
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Another
Waste of
Money

There seems to be an

obsession in the staff of the

national hierarchy _ with
ear-long

1979

Greeley

from papal documents, and
a “plan” innocent of
empirical  evidence,
theological depth,
organizational sophisticat-
ion or practical experience.

There is in the “plan”™ no

. meaningful teview of the
- sociological literature on

the family or original
research which antedated
the elaboration of the plan,
and no input from or-
dinary Catholic families.
The. plan is nothmg more

The most glaring
omission is any mention of
sexuality, other than
quotations from papal or
episcopal documents. How
can you have a “vision and
strategy” about family life
in the contemporary world

- which pays little heed to

®

the dilemmas and am-
biguities of sexual intimacy
in the family relationship?

Obviously sex is a
dangerous : subject in the
Church iust now because
most Cathohc families
ignore the church’s
teaching on birth control.
Perhaps a document of the
nauonal hierarchy must
mamtam ‘a head-in-the-
sand attitude on this

f lnng places

The Jack Collinses of Good

friends. all over the world
through their printing
business. In Gates and Greece

) and Rochester, yes; and in

East Germany, India and
Pakistan.

Regular customers in far-
have their
printing done at the Collins

J'- shop on Jefferson Road

Shepherd Parish are making,

Collins Family
Making Friends
Across World

comes through relatives. here
of busnrmsmen there. They
bring in orders, handle the
shipping “and 'still the
customer will get qhe printing
faster from me than he can
from printers down the street
in his own country,” Collins
said. :

“We try to get to know all
our customers on a first-name
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