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By FATHER ROBERT A. GRAHAM SJ
- (RNS Correspondent) '

Rome — In the Vatican they are just as curious and

, bring to the Roman Catholic Church under its first
non-[talian pope in centuries.

Pope John Paul II, self-
described in his first words to
Romans as one “who comes -
from a far country,” is capable
- of springing all kinds of sur- -
* prises. Already, a relaxed style .

— inaugurated by his short-

lived predecessor Pope John -

Paul I — points to a pontificate
ready and able to break with
traditions and cut new trails. —

‘Feature

In the first few weeks the
Polish pope did not give any
clear signals. Associates in his former archdiocese,
Cracow, recount that as archbishop he was slow to-
reach a decision but remained firm in his course once
he made up his mind.

It is a fact that routine Church affairs have slowed
down because of Pope John Paul’s desire to familiarize
| himself with the problems. It is reported that certain

important decisions affecting internal Church
discipline are still on his desk awaiting his signature. .
Will he sign these papers soon or send them back for
revision, thus indicating a new papal policy? This, is
what the heads of the papal congregations would like
to know right this minute.

The final months of the year were not entirely
| lacking in suggestive confrontations. One of these was

_the audience the pope accorded o the rebellious and
still unrepentant retired French Archbishop Marcel
Lefebvre, founder of an anti-Vatican II movement
with a seminary, at Econe in Switzerland.

The pope clearly did not want this megti‘ﬁg to signify
anything more than a willingness to hear the
suspended prelate’s side of the story, in person. What
happened .we don’t really know. But just before
Christmas the head-strong rebel churchman illicitly
ordained six more students to the priesthood at his
outlaw seminary.

Archbishop Lefebvre told the press he hoped the
Holy See would not misinterpret his action. But what .
does he expect with such continued insouciance?
Where. will these six poor orphaned new priests
exercise their sacerdotal ministry — unless to staff the
growing network of small communities in France,
Germany, and the USA without a bishop to link them
to the center of unity? Eyes are on John Paul Il to see
how he handles this flagrant and ddngerous threat to
church unity. i

¢ Another tip-off to the course of the pontificate of
the end of the millenium (perhaps), was the incident of
the censorship by Polish Communist authorities of a
papal Christmas message to the people of Cracow,
which- touched on the coming celebrations of "the
900th anniversary of the death of St. Stanislaus, bishop
and martyr, and Poland’s patron.

Pope John Paul’s allusions to the martyrdom of his

uncertain as anywhere else what the year 1979 will |

Pontiff Will ‘Cut New Trails’

-illustrious predecessor in the see of Cracow bore too
close an analogy to the present situation to please the
Communist chiefs. They snipped the offending por-
tions of the papal message out of the printer’s galleys
prepared by the Cracow Catholic weekly, Tygodnik
Powszechny. .

~  The pontiff could easily have forseen this nervous

reaction on the part of the state authorities, but he
went alead anyway: he seems to be in no mood to stay
his hand, to withhold a word, when a word is in-
dicatedi

|

never liked the ostpolitik of Pope Paul VI. The weekly
Rheinische Merkur of Cologne, for instance, through

its chief editor, welcomed the accession to the See of |

Peter of a man who knew communism at first hand.

i
§

The [talians, said the editor, were badly disoriented
by their% experience with Mussolini and Fascism. They
— and probably Mussolini, too — never took seriously
the claims of Italian Fascism. The result is ghat the
Vatican leaders, including Pope Paul VI, thought they
could negotiate witht the Communists. At last, said the
Rheinische Merkur, we have a pope who knows that,
for the Communists, there is no separating theory and
practice. -

In the year 2000, how will it be? That ig what the
experts are wondering.

The theme of collegiality, how far will it fare under
the new pope? The pontiff insisted from the start he
believes! in collegiality, that is, he intends to rule the
Church:with the bishops. He may enhance the role of

" the Synod of Bishops to this end. But the new pope is
turning ;the idea of collegiality around by calling upon
the bishops themselves to take their own respon-
sibilitiesmore seriously.

As is known, the attraction of collegiality at Vatican
Il was that it appeared as a move away from Roman
centralization. To this extent, it received the en-
thusiastic hosannas of many publicists. But who dares
to say now that national episcopal conferences will be
_any mare open than-a Roman Congregation? In
Germarly, today, complaints are raised against the
bishops there figr being harder on nonmnfoTism than
- Pope Paul ever was. Gone are the days when local
. - bishops found it convenient to unload on the pope the
responsibility of hard decisions really theirs to make.

The assembly of Latin American bishops at Puebia,
Mexico, will be the acid test of the new collegiality as
understood by the pope. The assembly was- called
under his authority. He can hardly fail to make his
influence felt, if only by his presence. But the
decisions, up to now certainly, have been made by.the
Latin American bishops themselves. Pope John Paul
will letithem, in the name of collegiality, take the
course, iin_the main, that their own good judgment
SUggestér This, notwithstanding the bitter complaints
-of critics that some Latin American bishops seek to
“turn the clock back™ from the famous program of
Medellin of ten years ago.

It will be a supreme irony if these critics, once
enthusiastic collegialists., appeal the decisions of the
bishops to the pope. This may be among the surprises
of the new pontificate.
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Thiﬁsleases those persons in Western Europe who |.

"\ Collins Historicél Data

" Given to St. Bernard’s

Files relating to Chur;:h lifej‘ _ Mr. Coliins was a lifelong

Tutors Sought

Baden Sireet Settlement
needs people to work with |
children 6710 12 years old in
the second semester of a
tutoring program, Jan. 15-

WHEN IT'S
TIME FOR A

LS .Y member of Immaculate
il(]) tgll: (lillt())faers)? gla‘ée( b%z’; r%;;{g!; Conception Parish. He was a
Seminary as the Harold James- member of the Holy Name

Collins Historical Collections.«
The: donors are Mr. Collins’s-~
widow, the former Lucia

Guidici; two daughters, Mrs.

Barbara Lippa and Miss-
Dorothy Collins; two sisters,
Mrs. Joseph Poole and Mrs. .
Rudolph Streb, and a brother, -
Kenneth Collins. :

Atcepting the gift at
Sunday Vespers Dec. 17, the .
Rev. -lasper Penningion,

library-director, remarked that ;.

Mr. Collins had “combined a
rare gift for- systematic
collecting with obvious
devation .to the. work_of his
parishrarid the diocese.”

Society and the Knights of St.
John. He retired in 1968 from
Bausch & Lomb, and died in

- 1976.

Books Reviewed .
Reviews of books by W. A.
Syvanberg? prize-winning
biographer, will be presented
by Mrs. Dorothea Hunter at a

Winter Luncpeon sponsored-
by the Business Women’s -

: Group ~of - the Cathelic

Women’s Club on Saturday,
Jan. 13 at noon. The event
will be held at the Century *

. Club. Reservations may be '

made by calling the club
offices. between 10 a.m. and 1

- p.m. on'weekdays, 275-9173.

April 19. The volunteer megts
with one child twice a2 week. |
at the sjﬂemem house, or .|

IRNEN
I menirs
TIME TO SEE

elsewhere.|- An origntation
program will be offered at the
start of the program. Details.
may .. be | obtained from.
Paulettc Ryle at J25-4910, -
Monday through Friday. 9-5. !

. Bernard J. Hensler
. Thursday & Son Jewelers.
In orderito handle eopy dnd: Open T-Z;;rgs Eves.
photographs properly.. all " |° SR
gewsge,lgaéesniust_be-rec.enved- " 899 Sibley Towes Bidg.
by the © B ACA 204Q -
noon Thursday - for. the N . Phone 454'691%

Courierfournal - by -
following week’s edition.

!

Father Daniel Berrigan, SJ,
will - speak . on Prayer and
Peacemaking at the Catholic
Worker house, St. Joseph's
House of Hospitality, on
Friday, Jan. 12, at 7:30 p.m.
The event is sponsored by the
Peace and Justice Education
Center and- by the Catholic
Worker.

Father Berrigan is
nationally known for his
advocacy of peacemaking as a
Gospel imperative.

Mid-West Publisher is
seeking a representative
in this area. -Mature, high
calibre individual whd
wishes to gross $3500 td
$5000 a month on com:
mission basis. ;

Piease reply to Mr
Laddie & ;Warren
President:Unigraphic, inc.
1401 North Fargs Avenue
Evansville, Indiana 4771
giving a complete resumtT
.and include a pt?otograph.;

-

UVER’S GUIDE

St. Charles Borromeo

DEWEY AVE.
PHARMACY

Prescription Specialists
COSMETICS—TOILETRIES
PHOTO FINISHING

2910 Dewey Avenue 865-2210

%

I< AKE
ORNER

e

—moyn ¢

wil | Corner

3 tier serves up to 100, $29

4 tier serves 175 tp 200, $45
4 tier fountain cake; $80 ,
Stier whipped cream, custard filling
serves up to 100 §45 -
-Decorator cakes, whipped cream & strawberry, lemon, pineapple, custard
filling; s sheet, $5.00; Y2 sheet,
. cakes, butter cream frostings, half sheet $7.00, full sheef $13

Hicks

Home Heatirig Inc,
424-4848  271-4650

Bridal

1688 CLIFFORD AVE.

nedt Goodman
\PHONE
482-1133

We Deliver

$8.00; full sheet $15.00; Decorator

[*"BURT SHAPIRO K
Photography Studio FOR RATE
WEDDINGS INFORMATION
from $99 - : .
Phone 244-3554 CALL 454-7050 7
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS
o QUALITY STANDARDS

e INTEGRITY IN BUSINESS

SERVICE

BURNS—HANNA
FUNERAL HOME

467.5745

.u 1 W.

SPACIOUS
PARKING

1795 Ridge Rd. E. -

* Pravate casket.selection room

Harris

FUNERAL HOME INC.
570l Kings Highway South (corner Titu:s)

On Premise
Casket Selection —

~ ARNDT FUNERAL HOME
1118 Long Pond Road néar MaidLgn L_ané 225-6350

' Ronald John Arhdt — Funeral Director
* Parishioner at §t. John thé Evangelist

Parking for over 70 cars
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