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£ Open 5WindoW 
By FATHER HOHMAN 

What Are 
Peripheral 
Problems? 
Dear Father Hohman, 

In your "God in the 
Headlines" broadcast this 
morning, you spoke of 

Pope John 
Paul's exp
ressed wish 
for a new 
emphasis on 
sound doct
r ine and 
discipline in 
the Church. 

Father Hohman You spoke 
of a further scraping away 
of the "rust and dust" 
which had all but buried 
the central Gospel 
message, and how greatlt 
would be to have Jesus' 
good news proclaimed 
loudly and widely. Indeed, 
amen. But you also said 
that while this goes on we 
should not be concerned 
with the peripheral 
problems. If by peripheral 
problems you mean the yes 
or no about priestly 
celibacy, ordination of 
women, use of con
traceptives and the like, we 
disagree. 

How can you expect 
people, especially young, 
intelligent people, to accept 
the credibility of a message 
when included in it are 
disciplines and moral 
directives which do not 
make sense and are put 
forth as the will of God, 
when in fact they were 
originated by men. 

Jesus' message that God 
loves us beyond reason (and 
that his strongest desire is 
the wellbeing of us humans 
is clear and magnificent. It 
should not be distorted by 
mah-made attempts to 
expand it or change its 
emphasis. 

There is still a lot of 
"rust and dust" that needs 
scraping off. 

(Signed) L. and D.; 

Dear L. and D., 

Maybe the expression 
peripheral problems is not 
an accurate expression of 
what 1 mean. There is 
basically a deposit of 
revelation which was 
closed at the end of the 
apostolic era. It cannot be 
added to in a sense of new 
doctrines being adopted as 
divine revelation, but what 
has been revealed can 
develop anjj grow in terms 

of its explanation and its 
ramification's. Then there 
is a whole body of material 
which is of strictly human 
origin, and that includes 
private revelations and 
c h u r c h laws and 
regulations, as well as 
discipline. The celibacy of 
the clergy would come 
under this particular 
heading^ It is n0t a 
peripheral problem in the 
sense of being less im
portant, but it certainly is 
peripheral when compared 
with the substantial 
revelation which is divine. 

A matter of constant 
concern to me has been the 
tendency of so many 
people in the past to simply 
lump all papal 
pronouncements und^r the 
heading of ordinary 
magisterium and in
fallibility. This leaves me 
with a terribly impojrtant 
question whether I the 
inquisition in which "error 
has no rights" was a part of 
the magisterium and 
therefore infallible? And 
did the calling of the 
Crusades come under the 
heading of the ordinary 
magisterium, and therefore 
bear the mark of : in
fallibility? i 

The point I'm trying to 
make is 'that we must 
necessarily draw a line 
between that which is 
divinely revealed and 
therefore subject to in
fallibility, and that which is 
merely of human origin 
and therefore not subject 
lb infallible declaration 
There is no guarantee of 
infallibility in areas which 
involve merely human 
pronouncements or things 
of human origin. |t is 
fighting ihat battle that has 
brought the most trouble 
to my column. I find that 
people are only too wjilling 
to i take any papal 
statement and to label it 
infallible even though it 
has nothing to do j with 
divine revelation. 

What I am concerned 
with is this: that iri the 
decision what things are 
infallible and what tilings 
are not infallible there 
must be an infallible 
decision. Under what 
circumstance is that' 
'decision made? When has 
it been made in the past 
and by whom?,So if Pope 
Paul VI did not specifically 
declare his encyclical 
Humanae Vitae infallible, 
how can someone else 
claim it is infallible? These 
are real, honest questions 
on my part and 1 would 
appreciate answers from 
someone. 

THOUGHTS TO CONSIDER 
"We Are Here To Help" 

B y E d S u l e w s k i 

Funeral directors have often been 'character ized as in
dividuals so accustomed to death that they have lost their 
sensitivity to grief. But in truth, as w e see to your special 
needs when you have lost a loved one, w e must be-both 
compassionate and deeply understanding of your needs 
and feel ings. 
Unl ike many wel l -meaning friends and relatives, our years 
of exper ience have taught us to translate your wishes into 
a meaningful and lasting memorial for-your loved one. W e 
carefully make all the arrangements at a t ime when you, 
yourself, may be mental ly and physically unable to. 
As funeral directors, w e are here to assist you. W e , too, 
have exper ienced the death of loved ones. Because w e 
have, w e are better able to understand your needs and 
wishes -- and help you with them. If you have questions 
about our services, w e would be glad to answer them at 
any t ime. 

SCHAUMAN FUNERAL HOME. INC. 2100 St. Paul St. 342-3400 
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Business in the Diocese 
: Theodore J. Altier has 
been elected chairman of 
jthe board of trustees at 
jCommunity Savings Bank, 
succeeding John - E. 
Schubert, under the bank's 
policy of rotating board 
phairmen every two years. 
i 

I Altier is chairman and 
treasurer of Altier Shoes 
and is active in civic affairs 
as president of Ur-
banarium and vice 
president and director of 
the Greater Rochester 
thamber of Commerce. 

[ Kevin Skerett, a student 
at St. John Fisher College, 
has been selected by the 
Rochester Academy of 
Science to receive one of 
four awards for his original 
j-esearch. 

| Advising Skerett on his 
study of comparative 
e f f e c t s of -var ious 

fluorescent light sources on 
growth, pigment com
position and dry weight of 
Coleus plants is Dr. Melvin 
J. Wentland, professor of 
biology and head of the 
Department of Biological 
Sciences at Fisher. I 

As part; of the JIAS 
program to encourage an 
interest in; science, j the 
grants with a -monetary 
value of $50 are given 
annually to those; un
dergraduate students 
whose original studies are 
c o n s i d e r e d mos t 
meritorious and practical. 

Allen H. Neuharth, who 
has b^en president of 
Gannett Co. siqce 1970, 
has been named chairman 
and president. He " also 
cont inues as chief 
executive officer of the 
nationwide newspaper 

company headquartered in 
Rochester. 

Neuhart, 54, also is 
chairman and president of 
the American Newspaper 
Publishers Association. He 
is a native of South Dakota 

and la graduate, of the 
University of South 
Dakota. He began his 
journalistic career as a 
r e p o r t e r for T h e 
Associated Press in Sioux 
Falls, S.D., in 1950. 
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YOU HAVE A FRIEND IN HEATING 

• 24 Emergency service . 
• Complete furnace cleaning 
• Furnace installation 
• Central air conditioning 
• Power humidifier 

BRANDT 
AIR CONDITIONING 
237WINT0NRD.N. 

288-4270 

45 YEARS 24 Hr. Emergency Service 
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Life at THE SHIRE AT 
CULVERTON ADULT HOME 
is geared to our residents, 
their, comfort their needs, 
their interests. 

Also available, spacious one 
4 two bedroom garden apart
ments designed for total 
senior security and leisurely 
living. 

TEMPORARY 
RESIDENTS . 

ARE WELCOME 

Tours Monday thru Friday 
8 ' 3 0 a m . to 5 : 0 0 p jn . or by 
i r T i i • 11 i 

-sppoffitmeni. 

The door is always open at 
The Shire at Cutvertoh Adult 
Home a Village Apartments. 

-Please Call ' 

467-4544. 
Sharon Cuhitt 

2515 £ulver Road, Rochester, New York 14609 

Aids and taxes 
are making your utility bill balloon. 

RG&E cannot control either one. 
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$21.05 
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$270 

Cost ol Money 
$3J9 
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The average monthly gas and 

electric bill has increased 
almost $35 since 1 9 7 0 * $ 2 5 . 7 5 
of that $35 is beyond the 
control of R G 4 E . 

RG&E cannot control the cost 
of fuel. And. increased fuel costs 
alone account for S21 05 of that 
S35 increase. 

RG&E does not make fuel. 
We buy it. just like you do And 
inflation and! regulation have 
boosted the cost a great deal 
since 1970 [Natural gas is up 
212ao and fuels used to 
generate electricity are 
up 140% I 

RG&E cannot control the cost 
of rising taxes either Since " 
1970 they have gone up 124" : 
ana nave added S4 70 per 
month to your gas and electric 
biii (And thi$ does not include 
me 6c'o sales tax which you pay 
directly) | 

On the costs over wfii$ 

exert some control (cost of 
materials, cost of money, wages 
arid benefits) we've been able 
to;reduce inflation's impact on 
your Dill by volume buying, 
competitive bidding, and sound 
hiring practices 

Jhese "controllable' costs • 
have added only S8 91- of that 
S35 increase -

W e think you should know: 
75-per cent or $25.75 of the 
S35 monthly increase in your 
gas and electric bills since 
1970 has been for the , 
increased cost of fuel and 
taxes, items that are beyond 
the control of RG&E. 

Average Montr1, 

t 1970 
Gas S21- 93 
E:ecinc ' 2 i 3 
Tola SJ4 06 

B.i' 

1978 
S46 17 
22 55 

S68 72 

increase 
S2444 
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Shedding light 
on some 
subjects that need it. 


