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Barter System Makes Elderly Equal Partners 
By MARTIN TOOMBS 

Southern Tier Editor 

Watkins Glen—Setting up 
a project which didn't end 
when the grant money did 
was the goal of Beverly 
Stearns when she started 
Project Share in Schuyler 
County. 

The project, designed to 
aid those over 60 years of 
age, was sponsored by the 
Statewide Senior Action 
Council in Syracuse for the 
county, apd has been 
operating with $3,250 
grant from the Campaign 
for Human Development. 

The concept is based on 
the idea that people over 
60 have a skill they can use 
"for a form of barter for 
what they need," Ms. 
Stearns explained. 

Project Share matches 
two people who then trade ' 
services, she said, with one 
of the pair over 60. Both 
persons can, of course, be 
elderly. Once matched, the 
pair can continue their 
relationship on a long term 
basis, she pointed out, 
without any further help 
from an agency. 

The project therefore 
can continue after the 

funding period. Otherwise, 
Ms. Stearns said, it would 
just be "using up some 
money, and when my job 
ends, the project ends." 

The barter concept grew 
from a 12-week study she 
did under a separate grant 
last winter, she noted, 
which included a needs 
assessment of those over 
60 in the county. That 
resulted in the idea for the 
barter system to fill those 
needs, and a proposal from 
Statewide Senior Action 
Council was funded for a 
six-month period by the 
campaign. 

"The only requirement" 
for the matches, she said, is 
that both persons "must be 
willing to swap 
something." 

Ms. Stearns noted that 
she has used the local radio 
stations and weekly 
newspapers to interest 
people in the program, but 
pointed out that spreading 
information in Schuyler 
County is difficult, as the 
county has no daily 
newspaper and many 
persons work *and shop . 
outside the county. 

She recently reported 
that 16 pairs had been 

matched, six on a tem
porary basis; two others 
had failed. She added that 
she expects several more 
persons to begin par
ticipating partnerships 
after the holidays. 

Examples of pairs now 
working include an elderly 
woman who is unable to 
walk down her long 
driveway to get her mail. 
Each day, a local boy takes 
her mail to her, and in 
return receives a batch of 
cookies each week. 

Another woman needs 
transportation from 
Mecklenberg to Watkins 
Glen, and is willing to 
provide piano lessons in 
return. Ms. Stearns noted 
that that is • an ideal 
situation, as the ongoing 
needs of both persons will 
enable the pair to stay 
matched. 

The survey last wjnter 
showed that many of the 
senior citizens in the 
county have "a great deal 
of pride," and are "very 
distrustful of government 
agencies," Ms. Steams 
noted; she added that some 
are not getting benefits 
they are entitled to because 
of their feelings toward the 
programs. But with'the 

barter system, the senior 
citizen "pays" for the 
service, and after the 
match is made, the 
agreement continues 
without outside in
terference. 

In addition to the work 
matching barter pairs, the 
contacts with senior 
citizens have provided 
information for other 
organizations. Ms. Stearns 
reported that she gave a list 
of persons she contacted to 
the local Retired' Senior 
Volunteer Program, which 
now sends its newsletter to 
them. She also distributed 
120 "vials of life," a system 
of keeping medical records 
so that ambulance staff 
can find them easily if 
necessary, to local senior 
citizens. 

A goal now, she said, is 
"pairing of the 16 to 20 age 
group with the 60 to 80," 
noting that many young 
people have had no op
portunity to get to know 
older persons. She noted 
that ignorance about aging 
and the problems of aging 
are common, and she feels 
that contacts through a. 
program such as Project 
Share would help persons 
to better understand aging. 

CCGEB Approves 
By MARTIN TOOMBS 

Southern Tier Editor 

EJmira—The Chemung 
County General Education 
Board (CCGEB) approved a 
capital expense policy at its 
meeting Dec. 14. 

The proposal establishes 
guidelines for the school 
îSystem to make capital im
provements and repairs to the 
schools and convents. In
cluded are the four school 
buildings used by the system, 
the three not used, and the 
three convents the system 
operates. 

The proposal, first given to 
members at the October 

meeting, was discussed in 
November, with the vote 
being delayed for further 
study by parish councils. 

Appearing at the meeting 
were representatives of the Ss. 
Peter and Paul Parish 
Council, who requested 
further information on the 
policy. Martin Tracy, 
chairman of the committee 
that wrote the proposal, 
tentatively agreed to meet 
with the council in January. 

Tracy and Thomas Santulli 
commented that they felt the 
board was ready to vote, and 
had allowed sufficient time for 
discussion: The vote of the six 

members present 
unanimously in favor. 

was 

The CCGEB also received a 
check for $7,000 from the 
Ways and Means Committee 
as their support of this year's 
budget, and a report from 
Robert Carges of the com
mittee that the 1978 
Waikathon netted $5,733.20 
for the system. 

The board also discussed 
the position of the Ways and 
Means Committee, which 
currently has no chairman. 
Lawrence Stephens, board 
president, said that he would 
raise the subject with the 
committee at their next 
meeting. 

The board also discussed a 
letter from the Rochester 
chapter of the state 
Federation of Catholic School 
Parents, and decided that they 
needed more information, and 
to invite a chapter 
representative to speak to the 
board. 

In other action, the board 
approved the purchase of a 
new oven for Our Lady of 
Lourdes Convent; approved a 
motion allocating proceeds 
from the Pudgies promotion 
to the tuition assistance fund; 
and heard the final report of 
the ad hoc Facility Review 
Committee, which recom
mended that no changes be 
made in current building use. 

Food Pantries Helped By OHD, Charities 
Auburn-The House of 

Concern Pantry in Seneca 
County and five Cayuga 
County Emergency Food 
Pantries re-stocked their 
shelves for Christmas through 
financial donations collected 
by the Office of Human 
Development (OHD) and 
Catholic Charities. 

A check for $500 was sent 
to the House of Concern and 
$100 each to the Auburn 
Interfaith Ministries (AIN) 
Emergency Food Pantry, St. 
Alphonsus Pantry, both in 
Auburn; the Northern 
Cayuga County Food Pantry 
in Cato; the Western Cayuga 
County Food Pantry in Union 

Springs and the Southern. 
Cayuga Community Pantry in 
Aurora. 

The money was part of that 
contributed by the diocese to 
the COURIER-JOURNAL'S 
annual Christmas Fund. The 
money was used to supply 
food and Christmas baskets to 
the poor. 
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COMPLETFHOBBY & CRAFT CENTER 
WE BUY, SELL AND TRADE LIONEL TRAINS 

612 STONE RD. 865-4260 

COMPLETE LINE OF NEW 
,•¥•• 

Also HO and N Guage Trains 

SALES and SERVICE 
Comptet&lineMHobby^di^M^lies-

Cenacle Sets Ovemfafitier 
An overnight, retreat for 

womenjwill be conducted Jan. 
5 and^6 by Father William 
Graf atthe CenacteJRenewar • 
Center. Father Graf, paistor of 
the Church of the An
nunciation, will develop, the 
theme of Gospel Living, with 
special focus on its application 
in the family. 
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The program will, open at 
7:30 p.m. on, Friday and will 
clcge with Mass^fiS supper on 
Saturday. vResSryations m ay 
be made through'Mrs. Ann 
Steinkamp, 671-3278, or the 
Cenacle, , 271>755. The 
program was initiated by St. 
Rita's Society of West 
Webster. 
M«e one, MIC 
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K AKE 1688 CLIFFORD AVE. 

0RNER near Goodman 
3 tier serves up to 100, $29 PHONE 
4 tier serves 175 to 200, $45 » 9 1 1 a 3 

4 tier fountain cake, $80 , w * - 1 ™ * 
,5 tier whipped cream, custard f i l l ing 
serves Up to 100 $45 We Deliver 

Decorator cakes,'whipped cream & strawberry, lemon, pineapple, custard 
filling; V« sheet, $5.00; V2' sheet, $8.00; full sheet $15.00;. Decorator 

. cakes, butter cream frostings, half sheet $7.00, full sheet $13. 
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BURT SHAPIRO 

Photography Studio 

WEDDINGS 
from $99 

Phone 244-3554 

WEDDING INVITATIONS 
Complete Line of AccessriesJ 

ECKERT'S 
PRINTING SERVICE 

544-3720 evenings 467-5266 
10% discount with this ad 

Home Heating Inc. 
424.4848 271-4650 

St. Charjes Borromeo 

DEWEY AVE. 
PHARMACY 

Prescription Specialists 
COSMEIICS lOILURItS 

PHCI'j FINISHING 
29101 Dewey Avenue 865-2210 

ST. ANDREW'S PARISH 
Prescriptions 

Carefully Compounded 
MANDELL'S 
PHARMACY 

OF ROCHESTER INC. 
Mel Wheeler • Hy Mandell 

467-0879 
467-0785 

MUtt-CQSMETICS-SUNORIES 
Portland Ave. at Norton 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

QUALITY STANDARDS 
DIGNITY IN SERVICE 
INTEGRITY IN BUSINESS 

Checks for these amounts 
were Forwarded by Sister 
Anne Urquhart, SSJ, and 
Father William Spilly, . 
Northern Tier staffpersons. 
The Office of Human 
Development and Catholic 
Charities are agencies of the 
diocesan Division of Social 
Ministry. 

B U R N S - H A N N A 
FUNfeRAL HOME 
1795 Ridge Rd. E. 467-5745 

I 

BRRRRRR. . . . .IT'SGETTING 
COLDER AND SNOWIER!!! 

Better plaii now for a Mid-Winter's Break, 
and we have just the ticket for you, our 
February tOtti,* Two Week*, Four Island 
tour to Hawai i . . . . . 
It's the best travel buy of the year, so call, 
list* toxfcay for itinerary, hotel' brochtiresfl 
^pddes^jpptive folders of the islands!]!? 
Syet :now ana* ;tyhen February comes,; 
£you'llbeglad*y<£uadid!!! * 

VAN ZILE TRAVEL SERVICE 
244-8300 " 223-3060 538-4800 

1786 MONROE AVE. EASTVIEW MALL .CALEDONIA 

ii ' ^m,m 

FUNERAL HOME INC. 
570 Kings h ighway Stiuth (corner Titus) 

SPAK IOUS , Private < .nket M-lei tion room : , MR 

'^•ft'=SV 

1118 Long Pond Road »ror Maiden Lam 225-6350 
RonMJphnArndt^FunemlDirector 

,r PatisHi^^atSt.J6tni the Evangelist 
•Gr|ii|^|misre^ XX-'-""'*: 

Caslre^|i | | j f tAX;>~~ Xill%fl8flgfor over 70 cars' 


