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use of o
ot the (as z"'dAtEgHBll?iﬁOP"le?ﬁR CAMARA Next month prelates from all over Latin
lessed ‘ ow Kirkpatrick, RNS correspondent) 'America will gather in Puebla, Mexico at the :
nd we o : second plenary conference of their > §
estore Recife, Brazil — In order to understand the im- organization, CELAM. It has been rumored 3
joyful ; plications of the forthcoming meeting of the Latin that Pope John Paul 11 may also attend. .
.. American Bishops in Puebla, Mexico, it is essential to ) ; . B
know what happened at well their reaction. My surprise is not from the i
3ishop T CELAM H in Medellin, reaction, but from-the reasoning behind it. 3
e ‘ P oo, Colombia, in 1968. . - N
with e . They are not against Christ or Christianity or the ‘
ogan’s In the past, in our Latin Church — no, absolutely not — they are proclaiming
2 aside American continent, with the themselves the conservators of the Christian
m we best intentions, we r,nen of the civilization. They are against the infiltration of g
Church were so concerned to ~ communism in the Church. .
have the support of the . -
1. authorities of t%%osocial order When we are trying to support the poor and op-
; that we were very close to the pressed person, immediately we are labeled subversive ¥
zon, it ] Specia] | governments and the rich. Our persons, Communists. , ]
Ir best . p intention was to receive favors P sete i
, to make it possible for us to An example: in this moment, there exists in different
best is help the poor. countries, and in my own country, concern for the
great modernization of agriculture. Large companies,
We did not realize the international companies, are coming and there exists
B menace in this. We were presenting a certain par- immediately a natural alliance between them and the ;
ticipation in the injustices that were and always are in privileged groups of our countries. They are buying |
ause of our situation. In this time, always with the best in- land in the:rural areas. In these areas for many, many 4
ity of tentions, we were presenting to our people a very years great numbers of families have lived.
itutions passive Christianity. ‘ A
In those early years of settlement, our forefathers "
i We must be patient, we told them, with the suf- were not using official documents. The lands were our
one Jor ferings of this life compared to the .joys of the lands. When the great companies arrive with official
- everlasting life. And they believed obedience, patience, documents, these families are expelled. When the DOM HELDER
lerney acceptance of the sufferings, were, are and always will Church tries to support these poor families, im- - : I ’
‘harities be great virtues. But in this context we were sup- mediately we are called subversives, communists. me the great charity in our day is to help justice :
'";‘::6?); porting the oppressors. This explains our change of : o . . become real. Perhaps_ft'he greaé DO}/t;rpy of tgg ghurch
. behavior today. The expelled families are moving to the cities. But is to accept the sacrifices and suffering which come
\ our cities arlga growing; they are exploding. For in- from the love of justice.
. e ciriat e : stance, Sao Paulo is growing faster and faster to 10 ]
ns in —tl;l‘;lfwst:gfg tvlvoor:'lgolggcgllgsg)gg ts lt?]: brn?ggtﬁgﬁﬁn?ﬁ million; Recife to 2.5 million. — Today, with the help of the God of our Fathers, the
proclaiming the necessity of a new international . . e ) bishops in general are not walking alone. The first '
economic order. Because. their statistics indicate. more When these families arrive in the cities it is with new concern of a bishop is to walk with his priests, religious
I than two thirds of the ’peopl e of the world live in hope. They have the impression that in the cities they sisters and laity. It is one of the important lessons that d
N subhuman conditions will have well-paid work, schools for their children, our evangelical brothers have taught the Catholics —
: hospitals and housing. Again, when the Church tries to the layman leads.
support the poor families in the cities, we are called . ]
a5 f e popes, above l rom Lee XL GG  The Peope of Got are demanding hat (e Church
the conditionor peact. Following Vatican [L wowere T s only onelustration. e reaily searching for our respomsibity. In 20 years
present to open the meeting. All bishops present were . _ . we will be Cmsfs‘g%l the anniversary o}f{2,00(§) years of
elected by our own conferences or selected by the Holy Now comes’ Puebla, the meeting (10 years after the presence of Christ among men. How do we un-
Father. All conclusions of Medellin were approved by ~ Medellin. 1 am hopeful that with the geice of God our derstand our responsibility when we see more than 4
Rome. It was a very official meeting L Father, with the prayers of our laymen, religious two-thirds of mankind in situations of injustice?
’ ) (oL . sisters, OCUI' priests -f—daf?d wmzl the support of our W g o . e th
~delli :  nasitiGn brother Christians of different denomination — and e need to have the courage to recognize that
: ex:‘ngpl?gegzhae?: grsgcl:‘lg‘iir(\lir?g(:ltfsrigé Frgillgt?&s l;(r)é also of the Catholics of the United States and the many countries are by name and origin Christian. The :
not only occasional. We raised questions of structures world, we will have at Puebla not only affirmations of poor of the Third World are numerous in these
' of injustice. We proclaimed that in our Christian the Medellin conclusions, of the same priorities, but an Christian countries. Today it is impossible to believe
continent. we have a terrible colonialism. an internal intention to apply the Medellin principles. God exists except to hear the cry of his suffering
colonialism in which the wealthy were crushing their W 4 tod | Christi ¢ all people. We lrlleedCLo‘b? present. It is our duty as men
own countrymen. . € need today among a ristians of a and above all as Christians. :
: denominations more than statements.
_ : _ So, I am hopeful about Puebla because I know the
And we proclaimed also our decision to walk in the We pastors are not pastors of souls, but pastors of mentality of Medellin. But above all, however, 1 am
line of a liberating Gospel. Evidently the governments people who have souls and bodies. In this moment, confident because I hope the prayers of so many
and privileged groups of our continent are not happy when the world presents more than two-thirds of people, especially so many poor people will accompany ,'
with the change of our behavior. | understand very mankind in situations of injustice and oppression, for the presence of the Holy Spirit in Puebla. k
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