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. Joys of Christmas

As the holiday season descends upon us once again, |
ponder on the joys of Christmas. Year after year, the same
. familiar phrases describing. Christmas are repeated Yet, in
" reality, what is your Christmas really like . .

— burned-out bulbs
— tarnished tinsel
— impossible icicles
— tough turkey
— uncut cookies
— burnt brownies
— unwrapped gifts
— well-known secrets
Ah' the joys of Christmas — -
Mary Beth Stone
Nazareth Academy
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By CYNTHIA DAVIDIAN
Our Lady of Mercy

The old man sat down

. heavily and nestled his
. package closer to him. From.

his coat pocket, his chilled
fingers extracted a cigar. He
held it under his nose and

- breathed its aroma It was an.

expensive cigar and he was
glad to have it; He rubbed his
hands together _partially from

cold: and partially out of

anticipation, Whiile the snow

.covered . .the discarded ;
wrapper, ;he lit the: cngax: and-

; the stogy glowed an inviting
red under- ‘his- nose:-Almost -

content now, he.leaned back
to watch-the crowds,

. Everyone wa'smnmng‘back'
" “and forth. try g to: finish up .

their last‘mm te. Chnstmas

shoppmg, 'fOMOFTOW: ~was. the’
big day. Acress thc stre'c from’

: rompmg ‘ ‘fiear - the - “band: the .

g in his team of

is now, he thought Iookmg at
the many neon signs ‘and
banners that screamed,
“Sale!”™ He shook his head, not

so in my day he sighed. He-

could recall the grand
Christmas parties his family
had always held; dancing from
8 on through the night,
followed by. church sefvices
held in the famﬂy s househokd
chapek. "How “beautiful the

chapel had been.at Christmas -
— holly _and fir boughs with
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of new arises.

. building for warmth;* he

Chrlsrmas isa txme of gwmg
a time’of sharing

But most of ‘all a time of caring

For'the:.ones you really love.

Christmas is full of surprises .
of new traditions

New, familiar faces that belong to
. longsough after places réappear -
_and stay’ for nights to.endure the
exciternént of Christmas eve.

of stockings hung

of old favorites sung
~~{reshly fallen snow, that started
- s0 1ong ago; that you’ ve just e
nouggg ‘takesona special meaning
of {hessnowmen.you will make and

e, llme ynu and your fnends

Chrnszmas isa, nme of love
when'Goed sent hiis-5o , . ;.
only Son from above 6T

ﬁ-semembered

the gold embossed manger
and the hundreds of candles.

He sighed, now un-
comfortable with -his
memories. As he curledm up
closer. to the side. of &

the.contents of -his fa

his lips and drank,x
slow,
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