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'Hornell—-An intensive
two-day bargaining session
in September has brought
the ﬁve-year-old merger
~discussfonis” _between  St.
James Mercy and Bethesda
hospitals closer to fruition.

The new corporation,
tentatively named  the
Bethesda Mercy Health
Center, would operate
both facilities. N

Following the
bargaining s&dsxon and
‘approval by the hospital
boards, the board
pres:dents signed a letter of
intent Oct. 26 establishing
the basis for the merger. ‘

While ensuring quahty
“medical care to the Hornell
- ~-yfyarea at a reasonable cost

-} ‘has been the reason for the
merger discussions,
‘maintaining a Cathohc
-zidentity in a merged health
facility has been an ad-

they . could” find - no
precedent for a merger that
retained a Catholic
identity, so the hospitals
are ploneermg a concept.

The hospitals’ boards
have voted several times,
at various stages of the
discussion, in favor of
continued movement
toward merger.

Similar situations in
other cities have resulted in
the closing of the Catholic
hospital. The Hornell
situation is different, Sister

Rene noted, because St..

James is the larger and
more financially stable of
the two facilities, and
because of the Sisters of
Mercy’s interest in con-
tinued involvement in

' health care in Hornell.

Sister Rene explained
that the St. James board
decided that they didn’t
“want 10 lose the religious
“dimension” or “the ad-
ministration” of St. James,

dxscussxon in September
St. James, the larger
facility, héd asked for two-
thirds of the  board,
-.Bethesda wanted: an equal
spht s1sterrec0umed :

The letter.of intent calls
for the-board ‘to include
eight~ members .from St.
James, and eight from
Bethesda. Five of the St.
James members will be
designees of the Sisters of
Mercy, Additionally, the
new - corporation’s ad-
ministrator will be Sister
Rene, and the new board’s
first president must be
from the’
nominees.

The congregation also
retains the right to veto
changes in the hospital’s
“statements - concerning

Bethesda

moral® or spiritual con-

. siderations or which- are
inconsistent “with the
religious views of the
major _faiths” or any

change ‘in the number or.

ratio .of the Sisters of

“for thé,,constitution and

bylaws o “contain ap-

propnate statements
concerning the ~mission,

philosophy and; spon-
sorship of Bethesda Mercy
Health Center. These
statements will include,
but not ‘be limited to,

commitments that provide

for the continued presence
of the Sisters of Mercy. It
must be made clear that
the pastoral and spiritual
side of hospital care shall
be recognized for persons
of all faiths. These
provisions shall follow the
religious precepts of
reverence of life, love,

justice, compassnon and
service to others,”

. Included in the un-
derstanding, Sister Rene
said, is that abortions ‘will
not be performed in the
merged hospital. Partiés to
the issu¢ have-agreed, she
noted, including doctors,
that thcy will stop domg
abortions locally :

ployee pay and benefits, .
assumption of debts and
assets, - the hospital
auxiliaries, medical staff
and contracts.

The merger also must be
reviewed by the Finger
Lakes Health Systems
Agency and approved by
the state.

The announcement and
later publication of the

- letter of intent*has'caused a

controversy in Hornell.

The city’s doctors, most
of whom are on the staff of °
both hospitals, have voted
20 to two in favor of the
merger, Wwith two ab-
stentions, Sister Rene
reported,

Further support has
come from-local Protestant
and Catholic clergy, in a
statement signed by 17

members of - the Hornell

Ministerial Association.

The letter of intent -
addresses the issue of job

preservé seniority. an
vested :ights for a

' employccs

Sister ‘Rene- pomted out:’
that the -combined facility, -
. might be:able to beginnew. -

services.. Such, ‘expatisi

would tean additie

jobs to the: commumty, she

noted. -

. 4

Currently the hospitalé )

are looking for someone to
coordinate the transmon

Once a contract is-
signed, Sister “Rene- said, -
the ‘new -corporation wxll
come into being. Buring,
the ‘following two years,
she said, the . new cor-’
poration’s board’ ;wm
consider the possibilitiés
for use of the -

as poss:ble to one of each”
department, ehr_nma;mg
" duplication. i

She commented that she

felt such planning will be
.simpler when it is being

_two-
buildings. The goal;” she
said, is to “get down, s far <

#

done by o e board con-
cerned with ~the:“most
efficient use of two™
buildings, rather than two
boards trying to negotiate-
trade-offs.

security, which has been
questionéd;:- stating. that
“there wilkbe no layoffs of
present :employees due to
consolidation. Bethesda
Mercy Health Center will

Currently, "she 'nofed,
work is being done on a
legal” contract  that-_ will
accomplish the merger.
Issues that must be
considered include . em-

Mercy or désignees on the
Board.” The letter of intent ~
does not extend the veto
power to other issues.

and sought to ensure those
ftems in the negotiations.

ditional concern of St
' “James’ board.

The make-up of the new
.corporation’s board of
directors was the key to the . -

- Sister Mary Rene
McNiff, RSM, St. James
administrator, noted that

The statement also calls

Mario Biaggi:

AR R I R e

ra‘-‘-‘-Sistel: Martha
Gersbach St Joseph’s .
HOSplta] admnmstrator ‘has
- announced that thednstltutxon
‘has been: awarded an energy
conservation merit eemﬁcate
by -the American Hospital
Assaciation . for achieving a
substantial _reduction in
energy consumpnon

question. On the Monday
before 1 left for Ireland, Lmet -
with * UN~ Ambassador "An-.
drew’ Young fo- advise him of 4*_
Auburn—t The ‘United My tripand my expectations.”
States must~ play -a-more. - - - - ‘
constructive role if- thefe is to -
be peace in Ireland,” said Rep
Mario Biaggi (D-NY) it -the . growing sentiment in ‘Ireldnd -
John F. Kennedy division of s that” the” British < Govern- -
the "Ancient  Order . of mentmust withdraw.
Hibernians® ‘annual - Com- :
munion supper. Nov. 25.

By MARY ANN
GlNNER'[Y

nﬁcaie ‘was  ac-
compamed by Iétters of
congra}ulatxon from the
"Anverican Hospntal
. Asseciation . arid“the Society
forHospnalEngmec;mg

He pointed out_that the

left) ofathe dmcesan Tnbunal met wnth pnests ot the
LR_gmltrecently “St, ionsus Chiarchiin .
eill ev;ewedwmarrlage‘;preparatlon@guldehnes
to the pnests on the annulment ‘process.

“It is obvious thai no: pfeaqe
can come to Ireland while the
status - quo of. the . British-
pr&senoe remains,” he added.

Biaggi, chairman of the

123-member ad hoc elecmca
Congressional Committee for
‘I,rish Affairs, . recently
‘returned from a trip to Ireland
where he met -with Belfast,
Dublin - and: -Armagh
representatives of polmcatand
paramiilitary ergamzanons

deeply

-U.S. involvement would be a

peace forum where all partics,

paramxhtary brgamzauons .
| ~Tepresentative

Hornell ““Letus in chamy pray for

Kay Robe Carr Willia
s oof ° ogrrbrptgcrkmghtsforcternal_" Ni iam:: 3

=

B’aggx said, “I am con-
vinced lhat essential to:any
soluuon in Ireland is the
restorauon of human and civil
nghts; ‘which have been so

. puth k:ssly denredl'(eihe people
'n - - Ireland, ¢

Biaggi will pfecent a tépart
on his. study. mjsson 10. the ad.
hoczcomm;neﬁ. :
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