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WoiSl for Sunday 
By Father Albert Shamon 

Mary Casts 
ASplll 
Of J # 

(This artfcfc draws froM 
the rea^iftgs^t the"pint 
Sunday of Irtaiyent — Dec. 
3 — andti#Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception — 
Dec. 8). 

Four people dominate 
the Advent Liturgy: Isaiah, 
John the Baptist, David, 

and Mary. 

It is Mary 
who casts a 

_ spell of joy 
J ^ P £ | & oveT the 

^ngjjtfEL Advent Se-
^ ^ H H | ason. With 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ her ' ac-

Fr. Shamon ^p^j^Q 0f 
Gabriel's words at the 
Annunciation the long 
time of Israel's waiting is 
finished. The heavens are 
rent and He is come down.» 

Mary is the climax of a 
double movement begun in 
the Garden of Eden. No 
sooner -had."the .woman 
fallen for the serpent's 
suggestion aridthe man for 
the woman's than God 
promised another Man and 
Woman to undo the evil 
done. Twill put enmity 
between you and the 
woman..." 

The rest of the story of 
salvation history is the 
story of the preparation of 
that Woman. From the 
mpment̂ of that promise, 

• history became the bat
tleground of two contrary 
movements. 

The first movement 
consisted ' in the 
purification of God's 
people from - sin. God 
would have His son born in 
a sinless environment 

At first the flood of sin 
held sway. Chapters 3 to 
11 <bf Gendsis show sin 
overwhelming mankind: 
Like one in quicksand, 
mankind was hopelessly 
trapped. To break the grip 
of sin, man needed outside 
help. In Chapter 12, that 
help came when God 
called Abraham. With that 
call, the flood of sin is 
stemmed and the 
purification of a chosen 
race begins. God's in
tervention became more 
and more effective-as the 
centuries rolled on — but 
in an ever-narrowing circle 

of people and in an ever-
increasing spiritual order. 
After the Assyrian and 
Babylonian Captivities, 
God's grace became 
progressively centered in a 
poor and humble elite (the 
remnant of the prophets, 
the anawim). It finally 
focused on two persons: 
Anne and Joachim. Alone, 
of all Old Testament 
personages, they enjoy the 
New Testament title of 
"Saint," as if to point out 
that in them the 
purification of the chosen 
people had reached its 
perfection. 

Still, one step more 
remained in this 
purificatory process: it was 
for a person to come who 
was not only purified from 
sin, but preserved from all 
sin. This final stage was 
achieved in the Woman, 

- foretold in. Genesis, in her 
Immaculate Conception. 
"Rejoice, 0 highly favored 
daughter! The Lord is with 
you..." 

The second movement 
consisted in the 
preparation of a people of 
faith. God desired that His 
Son be born not only in a 
sinless environment, but 
also in one of love. God 
wanted His Son to be 
ardently desired and freely 
accepted. A lack of faith 
had caused the loss of 
paradise. An act of faith 
was needed to regain it. 
This movement of faith 
also began with Abraham. 
He was asked to believe a 
sterile womb could 
conceive. He, did, and 
became the father of the 
faithful. Israel's faith 
reached its apogee when 
the Woman of Genesis was 
asked to make a far greater 
act of faith, namely, to 
believe that a virginal 
womb could conceive. 

Mary's destiny began by 
a totally free action on the 
part of God, her Im
maculate Conception; it 
climaxed in a totally free 
act of faith on her part: her 
"be it done to me according 
to thy word." 

During this Advent 
Season, this double 
movement should find 
fulfillment in our lives: 
purification from sin by an 
ever-more devout and 
frequent use of the 
Sacrament of Recon
ciliation; and a deepening 
of faith by an ever-more 
conscious and active 
participation in the Most 
Holy Eucharist. 
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H icks 
Home Heating Inc. 
424-4848 271-4650 
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McGrath Chest Leader 
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William D. McGrath, vice 
president of the International 
Products Division, Sybrlon 
Corp., will serve as general 
chairman for the 1979 Unilted 
Community Chest—Red 

.Cross campaign. 

He was chairman of the 
major firms division during 
the 1978 campaign which 
raised $16.8 million for 145 

human service agencies. 
Vice chairman will be Jane 

F. Napier, chairman of the 
Rochester—Monroe County 
Chapter of the American Red 
Cross. 

SANTA'S BACK! 
Have one letter sent via the 
North Pole! for that special 
someone. Send 50c and a 
stamped, self-addressed 
envelope, - j - include child's 
name by Dec. 15. 

Santa's Workshop 
c/o 2413 Ridge Rd.E. 
Rochester. N.Y. 14622 
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" St Charles Borromeo 

DEWEY&VE. 
PHARMACY 

•" Pmcitf tan Specialists 
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ST. ANDREW'S PARISH 
Prescriptions -

Carefully Compounded 
MANDELL'S 
PHARMACY 

OF ROCHESTER INC. 
Mel Wheeler •HyMandeli 

467-0879 
4B7-67B5 

DMKS-COSMCTICS-SUIHmiES 
Portland Ave: at Norton 

They span the miles and the 
years — and show you've remembered. 

Creative excellence is an American tradition. 

. . . and KEY'S wilt imprint your name 
on your boxed selections, beautifully 
and quickly! Order before Dec. 15th 
and you'll have your personalized 
cards back in time for mailing. 

25 Boxed Cards Imprinted for just $1.19 
100 Boxed Cards Imprinted for just $3.89 
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Visit the NEW 
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(Formerly Cinelli's) ^ 
STEAMED CLAM SPECIAL 
Mon. and Wed. 6 to 10 p.m. 

EVERY SAT. EVENING 
PRIME RIB SPECIAL 

24 oz. $9.00 
16 oz. $6.75 

Complete Dinner 
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| Do you need a party catered— Call us! |f 
Dinners Served 4-10 P.M. 7 Days 

4699 Lake Ave. 663-9848 U 
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STtLLSON 
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A "CLASSIC" HAS ARRIVED 

GARAGE & RESTAURANT CO. 

serving Great Lunches 
and Wild Dinners 

Mon. thru Sat. 
With a Special 

Late Theatre Crowd Menu 
COCKTAIL 

"TUNE-UP" HOUR 
4 PM to 7 PM Weekdays 

LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT 

Thur».-Fri.-S«t 10 PM-2 AM. 

FREE Valet Ramp Parking for our Patrons 
LOTS of Fun ft Nonsense 

Phone:. 325-6298 21 STILLSON ST. 

Crepes, Quiche, Sandwiches, Soups, 
Dinners, Alcoholic Beverages*473-5748 
Near corner of Elmwood & M t Hope 

=*e 

flt is our policy 
to insure the best" 

Serving an Extensive 
Continental Menu 

Daily House 
Specialties 

LUNCHES:Weekdays 
DINNERS: Nilely from 5:30 

Major Credit Cards accepted! 
289 ALEXANDER STREET Reservations: 546-2211*; 
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