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WtyDo 
Priests 
Wear Black? 
Dear Father Hohmah, 

A littk girl in CCD class 
asked meV why priests 
always wear black. I couW 

.ii'.'v,^ 3?i-pat answer 
|her. Can 
yon? 

G.K. 

|>earG:K., 

I Ihavenot 
had the time 

to look up in an en­
cyclopedia the origin of 
wearing black by priests 
but the meaning of it was 
given to us whfle we were 
still in the Seminary. It is a 
sign of detachment from 
the world Because it does 
not go along, with the 
fashions of the world (color 
wise) it indicates that we 
really don't care that much 
about worldly pursuits or 
values.. I find that the 
trouble with that is that in 
terms of other world values 
we don't seem to have too 
much of a problem. It 

' would seem to me it would 
be much more valuable to 
witness to poverty by 
living more simply than by 
dressing in black. 

You should know and 
realize that in other parts 
of the world priests do not 
dress in black (notably 
Nbjctihern. Europe) but 
rather in ordinary street 
suit and tie. In South 
America we noticed that 
the priests for the most 
part dressed quite in­
formally — along the lines 
of the natives of those 
countries. 

Which brings up the 
question of: habits or 
uniforms. Many people are 
disturbed over the fact that 
some priests do not wear 
black either any of the time 
or part of the time and that 
the sisters have for the 
most part switched to 
ordinary street clothes. 
What many people forget 
is that the habits which the 
sisters" had worn were 
nothing more OF less than 
the garb of women of the 
time., that the order was 
founded. There may be 
one or two exceptions, to 
that rule but they are only 
exceptions. It also should 
be quite evident that at 
feast for the first 300 years 
in the Church; the idea: of 
particular clerical clothes 
was simply not known. 

Some people see hi the 
wearing of black clothes by 
priests or habits by sisters a 
certain symbolism or sign 
value. I think that many 
of the priests and sisters 
who tend toward ordinary 
clothes are saying that it is 
very important that I not 
be accepted because I am 
of a certain caste or 
community but rather that 
I reflect iri my fife and 
work, the goodness of 
Christ. That simply means 
that it would be much 
toughter to appear as a 
priest or sister because it is 
not ah easy thing to reflect 
in word and action the 
person of,. Jesus Quist. 
What they .are. saying is 
that they i pimply don't 
want their clothesto do the 
talking but rather their 
lives.! That tmay or may not 
be a! realizable ideal but 
that is the purpose. It is not 
to avoid being recognized 
as a priest or as a religious: 

X3kf 

Wordsworth Descendant 
TaPdrtmy Poet's lAfe 

British actorl Richard 
Wordsworth, great-great 
grandson of the poet William 
Wordsworth, will present a 
program Sunday' of poetry 
and other readings designed to 
bring io life the "Wordsworth 
Circle.'' The program, at 8 
p.m. Dec. 3 in the Nazareth 
Arts Center, is; open to the 
public without charge. 

The, performer is in 
residence at Nazareth, where 
he has; been tectunnjgjn the 
Theatre r Arts-: ancV -Ehgbsh 
departments. Forty years an 
actor,, he has appeared in 
classical and modern -drama, 
musicals,' movies and 
television productions, and, at 
various times; has been a 

member of such distinguished 
British companies as the Old 
Vic and the Shakespeare 
Memorial Theatre of 
Stratford-on-Avon. 

Stw Cecelia's i 
¥igil Planned 

"Focus on the Eucharist 
Mass arid Eveniife Vigil" will 
visit St (BeeelifaS. Church, 
2732 Culver Road, Thursday 
Dec.7. _% ^ ' "*" . 

Evening=p^yer is scheduled 
for 7:30 with t& Mass at 8:15 
Exposition wilffbllow. 

Father Robert Klem of St 
Basil's Novitiate will officate 
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Ti HOUGHTS TO CONSIDER 
"A Time of Recovery" 

By Ed Sulewski, 

If you have recently experienced the death lot someone, 
close tpjyoUj you probably find yourself in a time of great 
emotional stress. Your normaltove of lifejarid all it offers 
may be, temporarily suspended, as. you face a period of^ 
adjustmentjand recovery. ' ! ' 
Each individual works through gfief|inhisiown way. Some 
are able to [accept help f^omfamHy^ana^tfends - others 
dra% inside themselves? and:find IthlSjiStimethat it is1, 
difficult to relate, to othersjv •' >"r-.-
For; several weeks - or months - y o u rriay find yourself 
almost continually aware of your loss, wfrth ,rt seldom far 
from your thoughts. Howevipir^as. the mppMi&pass, a r ,d, ; 
you become more aware of lif#{cpntinuingla^r&uhd; you,; 
you will flnb^at your thoughts Oracle again begirt |o return 
to your own interests. ' ; ^ 
Time ~ is probably the greatest heater. We can help in your 
adjustment-Pleaseconsult with any member of our staff.. 

HMOUUMOMC. WC.21N St. ~ -
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Waterford Christmas ornament 
in limited edition 

Glittering crystal bell-shape to mark the year and 
hang on your tree ever after. First in a new limited 

edition series, and only at Sibley's. 
In its own presentation box, 22.50 

Sibley's Glassware, Fourth Floor 
Downtown and all suburban stores 

can't come in? Sibley's Order Board is your answer. , f 

454-7600 any time, any day; Please add 50C and 
sales tax where applicable 
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DISPOSER 

• Heavy-duty 
motor 

• Easy to install 
• • Stainless stee; 

impellers 

Reg. $36.56 
95 

te H.P.-?68.00 

THEBMOSTATICAILY 
COHTROLLEOI 

WOOD HEATER 
E? AN niaMhtab^ with «M (•«*•••( 
B> waei HtM cwrtrai * r cMitaM 

temperatece 
REG.»234.95 

. .»'••', '--;•• -''tv M':.i.kc.A:'rfcSii£--: 

wmtommt 
DISHWASHER 
• 6 cycii versatility ;. t-
• Super Surge actionjor 

squeaky$leaiV' " 

ModeJUD35$^ 

Mo9icCh#ff 

CHECK THESE i 
"ON SALE" 
PRACTICAL 

Electric Smoke & Firi Alarm 
Battery Smoke & FirerAlarm 
"Magic-Heat" Heatfteclaimer 

' R5BC Fire Extinguisher. . 
Fire Ladder 

EG. 
$14.88 
19.95 
99.50 
9.88 

18.95 
MerCurfVap'or 39.95 

$ 199 
See our complete line of 
wood I coal Burning Stove? 
All accessories in stock 

95 
BUILT-IN VACUUM 
CLEANING SERVICE 
More po*er (or easier and 
faster dir| pick up Exhausts 
outside for total deanmt 30 
ft hose 70 ft tubing 
Accessories 2 H P 

Reg 
$326 29 

i m r 
$259 

KITCHEN 
AND BATH 
FAUCETS 

10% « 
Reg. low Price 

TORCH KIT 
Complete with 7 
handy pieces 

$-|463 

SALE 
$11.88 
14.88 
64.95 
7.49 

14.95 
3335 

Co#leteT^jN&tic jtiaWinatecr 
9iTriut - less faucet. 

0ver50 Models On Display In Most Stores 

51F. PliASTIC 
TUB ENCLOSURE 

•Aluminum Frame 
•NylonsRollers 
•Easy to Install 

Reg '36 25 

: $oow it 
HEAVY DUTY LAMP 

vt For Office. Sctioot 
Lab or Home > 

3$" ADJUSTABLE ARM w h f 
(60W bulb included t b l * k " 

* &1JI95 red 

Rfe $16 95 S A L E ^ j i j T ye»ow | 

HEATING • ELKTRICAL • PLUMBING 

PI 
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VIPVDAY CA<-H AND CARPV i>;y,- r 
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