4367462

“:matofprmnotms,

l.s slﬂs f the deve,
’ | ecer mentality. First it is
)

gift that promises
is love forever. It

'he people of the
e us. They have
5 and for their chil-
informed minds,
1 the table, ade-
lission Church lis
that offers hopelof
Ireams.

facilities, schools,
icultural projects
, the Church is a
of hope for alife of

\mazing asitmay -
he Missions this
lions that you love

fruits of your gifts
schools and won-
le) are there be-

draws these un-
ryou. And they say
y they know how,
{ really matters . . .

ids, | beg of you —
'e poorof His Mis-
h themn your most
th and hope. and

evotedly in Christ, -

N Wednesday. Novemberzz, 1978

!

*"“*4 iy *-.;Pu— -

t
JEAN JADOT

their sacred pastors whom
the Holy Spirit has placed
to shepherd the Church
and by collaborating in
those initiatives and tasks
to which they have been
called.” .

Even during his short
pontificate, John Paul I
promised associations of
the laity every support and

encouragement. He did so,”

he said, “because we are
convinced that their work,
carried our in collaboration
with the hierarchy, is

indispensable for the
Church today.”
In fidelity to these

directives, I would like to

reflect briefly upon a
teaching of Vatican 1l
which is taking on greater
importance in the con-
temporary Church: the
responsibility of the laity in
the life and mission of the
Church, L

" Let us not speak of the
raison d’etre of the
collaboration of the laity
only in terms of the
diminishing number of
priests. The two issues,
while related in the
practical order, are quite
distinct. Of course, the
phenomcnon of havmg
fewer priests than in the
past has occasioned our
becoming more aware of
the basic demands of the
faith. Lumen Gentium
expresses this by saying:
“...the laity are called in a
special way to make the
Church present and
opcranve in these places
and circumstances (think,
for example, of a steel mill,
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a service station, a social
gathering or a political
campaign) where only
through

become the salt of the
earth... Every layperson,
by virtue of the very gifts
bestowed upon him or ber,
is_at! the same time a
witness and a lOVmg in-
sttument of the mission of
the Church itself”, that is,
of Christ himself.

Vatican II stresses
episcopal collegiality. It
also recommends a greater |

. participation ,of priests,
nehglous and laity in the
a,cnv:tm of the Church.

1Th1s IS seen in the
liturgy, religious
education, parish and
diocesan hfe charitable
activities, so_c:al programs
of the Church and
ecumemml ventures. Such
participation also embraces
evangelization and the
promotion of Christian
values in all secular
pursuits. It means
experiencing the trials of
seeking to assure justice
and peace in the world and
creating a public order
open to the spiritual and
religious dimensions of
humanity.

This intelligent and
dedicated participation is
often called “shared
responsibility.” In all
Honesty, one must
acknowledge that the
~eXpression and, even more,
the reality behind it
sometimes cause difficulty.
And perhaps with good
reason. The best of in-
tentions may not be ac-
companied by realism,
patience or a clear
theological perspective.
Such intentions may give
way (0 an aggressiveness
provoked by frustrations
coming from different
sources altogether.

It can happen that
conciliar directives con-
concerning the nature, the
mission and the activity of
the laity as well as their

lace and legitimate role

ithin the structures of the -
Church may be little
known or even distorted.
We do well to read again
and study tt?e documents
of Vatican 11| They should

be read in their entirety
.and not only in a
fragmenv ry
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derstanding Qf_ the nawre
of the Charch. It is at once
a spiritual reality and a
social institution.

Many difficulties
associated with shared g°
responsibility disappear -
once an ecclesiology more
faithful to Vatican I
becom_ es the basis for the
involvement of the laity
and religious. Such a lucid
ecclesiology seems needed
in the United States. This
country has a cherished
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responsibility in!favor of
committees not sufficiently
representative or com-
petent, of bureaucratic
indecision, etc.

After a period of trial,
structural reforms will
obviously 'become

necessary. But, what is
important, as John Paul Ii

tlcam

Manifestly, the Fathers
of the Council refer here to
parish ncils and to
other where people
meet bishops and
_priests. A great many
benefits are to be hoped for
from the ifamiliar dialogue
between the laity and their
pastors... (In this way, the
whole Church

strengthened by each one
of its members, can more
effectively fulfill its
mission for the life of the

ol P9 |

Director

! ‘
pe and'love this,
i'slinic

e priest
Mﬁflw

‘Papal Seal Will Remain Same

Vatican City (RNS) — The
papal seal for Pope John Paul
I will remain essentially the
same as the coat-of-arms the
pontiff used as Cardinal
Archbishop of Cracow,
Poland, the Vatican. an-

The papal seal, which bears

an image of the triple pon-

tifical crown and the keys of
St. Peter, is intended above all

to be an expression of “the
|

Speech Clinic

Special tests designed o
detect commumcauqn
problems in children less than
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tradition of democracy. In 3‘2’ trhemcgzg pment world. 2
such a system, there is the prepe , . ‘
temptation to employ the : :
political process as a sole d Allow me Lo exp, r&srlln Y re;%lxlnem‘,ndedprg;l entﬁz
value. Especially does this gep dconwcuon' that B bt e Comncil 1o
occur when large groups ? arec o -ponsibility not the kind of fearful and
are invited to participation tgq;uggﬁ, las a prcg;q_umte umid l?arecautlon that
in_government or when basi eopniem i sgme delays a degision or its
the various intermediary Rasncd_ moral atuitu els excoutioh. It is rather the -
communities assume caging a't,acml.ve y cardinal wvartue that
proper responsibility in  Lumen  Gentinm, L ol ded as one of
accord with the principle. ly paragraph 37, the principal sources of ihe
of subsidiarity. we discover enlightening moral lif (i‘
o ) ‘ directives. The Fathers of
P %hn@lh;ﬂgghws at‘lllcel the Council suggest five
saciology s t on the qualities to be cuitivated in -
way to proceed. They  the Church: truth, We ar: doing our best o
search out the rules which courage, prudence, rezg ve I ese ;h;w L
govern the activity of reverence and charity. p{w - sx:gg&l H l[zg
human society. But when | _ i’m ndsp C(c) Lar:il 'Z b
it is a question of the - . ddi f‘" fy. tt
Church, one may never With experience, a ., wedding feast of Cana, the
lose sight of* the divine natural product of age, the ;| mother pf Jesus 9ehmtcly
plan: “the Church in Christ competence of the laity intervened in the decision-
is.a kind of sacrament that will render precious ser- making process” with great
is at the same time the sign vice. For, according to finesse due not only to her |, .
and the means I) of in- I];umen Gen;guﬂ! Evsﬂry ;nothcrl heart and her
timate union with God, rdyperson should openly eminine insight but also to
and 2) of the unity of all veal to g;s pastor his her spi it of faith. She did
mankind.” B s o S e
- The Church is not a which befits a child of God attention to a human
political system. Rather, it and a brother or sister in problemy: “they have no
is the seed and the Christ. Any ' individual more | wine. She
beginning of the Kingdom person, by reason of the recognized the right of her
of God. Its end is not the knowledge, competence or Sqn tojmade the decision
social order as such. It outstanding ability which without formalizing it
looks to holiness. Ac- he may enjoy, is permitted when Jesus responded to
cording to Gaudiuin et and sometimes even her: “woman, how does
Spes, “to the extent that obliged to express his this goncern of yours
earthly progress can opimion on things which involve me? My hour has
contribute to the better concern the good of the  not ydt come.” But she
ordering of human society, Church. When occasions courag;ously suggested a
it is of vital concern to the arise, let this be done solution. With reverence
Kingdom of God... For through the agencies set up she fdcxlna;ed its 1m-
here grows the body of a by the Church for this plementation: “Do
new humanifamily, a body purpose.” ; whatever he tells you.
which even now is able to i
give some ligind of . ; :
foreshadowing of the new i :
age.” A COURIER-JOURNAL TOUR B
Problems also arise TO THKE
when we have to deter- ,
mind how 1o set |
collaboration in motion.
We must avoid the pitfalls. E y
Think, for example of .
“rubber stamp” com-
mittees or those which ARCH
exist only on paper, of 1 19 1979
working committees which WITH
FATHER
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central mystery of
Christianity, that of the ' per person
Redemption,” the Vatican From Rochester
explained. Father Paul Cuddy

The scal contains a large,
off-center cross and a capital
“M” in its lower right hand
corner. The “M” is meant to
recall ‘“the presence of the
Madonna beneath the crpss
and her special participation
in the Redemption,” ac-
cording to the Vatican an-
nouncement.

speech skills develop in the
first year of life, and tests can
determine whether 'they are

christianity.
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developing  properly.  Other
‘tests for children one to three
‘show whetherspewhshllsare
cmcrgmg normally. Ap-
pointments may be made by
calling 586-2525, ext 367
weekday mornings. .
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The tour, sponsored by the Courier ou .
conducted by the Reverend Paul Cu
popular escort on many of their tours. Fath welcol
and share with him the many spiritual rew:
His friendly and helpful leadership as well as his inspirational
gmdance will add immeasurably to your t enjoyment.

A tour to the Holy Land is a travel dream you will cherish all your life.
The panorama of the religious, historical, cuitural andsscenic places
of interest it presents is truly fascmatmg — it is a journey of faith,
as you wiil see with your own eyes tpe

very sources of our

personaily
ho has been a most
you to come
s received by pilgrims.

COUR:ER-JOURNAL TOUR DEPT.
67 CHESTNUT STREET .
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK
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