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‘Catholic SchJo ols ‘Here to Stay

Auburn—Cathohc schools
are here to stay was. the
message conveyed by Sister
Roberta Tierney, SSND,
Diocesan Director of‘ the
Oivision of Education, at the
Blessed Trinity Home School
Association fall meeting Oct.
3 here. .

Sister Roberta’s opening
semarks underlined : the
nission lof Catholic education
as responding to the call given
sy Christ himself 2000 years
1go when he told the carefully

. chosen a'postles to “go out and

teach alﬁ nations.”

She sald that the teaching
aission thas held a priority in
the Church through history
from the catechumens in the
¢arly 'Church to ‘the
meriasteries in the middle:ages
where le‘armng was preserved.
She feels that the institutions
ioday are still echoing that
message!

During the late 1950s and
1960s tHe schools emphasized
they wdre “as good as” the
public institutions. Then,, the
Juestion was raised *is that all
that we are about™?

In al pastoral letter “To
Teach |As Jesus Did” " the
American bishops reaffirmed
the need for a Catholic school
system |as an arm of the
>ducational mission of ' the
Thurch! They issued a three-
fold challenge to teach the
word of God; to build unity
and to offer service.

r
Empfq:asis was placed on the
teligious  education program

31:00! Board Exam
pltal Expense Policy

By MARTIN TOOMBS
' Sohthem Tier Editor

A

: :Elmira—The
'Board (CCGEB) discussed a

* :apital expense policy for the

system at its meeting Nov. 9.
. i .

; * The institution of a capital
z2Xpense policy would mark a
first for the system. Included
*h its provisions are the four
-schools| the system uses, St.
Patrvckfs St. Casimir’s, Our

: of Lourdes and St
Mary” s1 the three convents it
.operates, Our Lady of
Lourdqs, St. Mary’s and St.
Caszmn's and the schools it
dbes not use, Ss. Peter and
Patil, t Anthony s, and St.
_Cecelia®

* Inch&smn of schools, not

used by the system lsL an -
‘agtempt to spread the capital

\cXpense costs fairly among the d
ik ,ailocatxon‘ B f’ “-the'

. participating panshm !
K i
'IZhe .committee that wr

mclud :

Chemung
:C‘ountyl General Education -

$20000 allotment for

which taught the total
message, providing content g
well as encouragement
integrate these concepts int a
way of life. Teachérs who
were not just academically

.qualified but who are wit-

nesses by the lives they lead
were sought to underscore this
message. . R I ’

The second goal, ta bujid i

community was based on the
concept that community |is
not explicitly for ourseives,
but that it exists to- unffy
others. Emphasis was plac

on building a strong comn-
munity relationship within the

faculties by praying togeth T,
learning to know one anothgr
and then extendmg this: ser
of community to the students.

Sister Roberta  said the
schools were encouraged to-be
concerned with the service:jas
part of the larger cdmmumty,
the parish and the diocese.

She said the schools. ha;
weathered a crisis period with
declines in enrollment. lat
about seven and one half
percent for three years. It has
now leveled off to three
percent during the past three

years. ‘The cost “of parochlhl""

school education has not risen
as rapidly as costs in the

public sectors, she noted.
! She indicated that 'tte
struggle to obtain more

assistance fromi the govern-
ment must be a priority, not
because parochial schools are
Iooking for support for general
programs, but as assistance to
parents who are already

The proposal, explained by
Tracy, would involve use ﬂlns
year of $20,000 from- last
year’s unanticipated surplus.
In the future, funds would/be
allocated as a regular budget
item. ‘

The proposal calls for
Capital Repair Sub-commi tee
of the Finance Committee to
review project proposals, and
establish a priority list, with
specific projects to be mclu led
in the budget. |

Board discussion dealt with
the mechanics of the proposal.
Thomas Santulli reported that
St. Anthony’s Parish Councnl
approved the pohcy ‘

Thc boa - did'- apptove ;

......

capital expense programt;

'Parents to ‘M"eet

Apalachm—The ,Cathohc
~ SchagkiPar Group:of St.|

nn-'

Left to nght are S|

paying taxes, tuition, and in
some cases specxai fees
because their child goes to a
Catholic school. .

In the summer-of 1977, the
Vatican published a paper on
Catholic education entitled
“Catholic Schools.” The first
challenge listed was to
establish a sense of identity. It
stated that the Catholic
schools €Xist as' a separate
system of education foremost
because the school is teaching
the WOl‘d of God and offering
service.

mes

moved, it is possible that the
newly-opened building would
have te conform
building codes, which could be
prohibitively expensive. He
reported that he is checking
further on . that, and
orgdnizing tours of th
buildings for his committee.

Catholic School

Jto new| ..

; T b , SR
pastor of St. Alphorisus; Charles: Klng, prosldent of the H;;al;eSc ool
' Association; and Slster Walter Anne O’Malley, SSJ, school principal.

The Vatican also called for:

a sensitivity to the fact our
yauth are being trained to live
in a just society. It pointed out
schools must work within a
setting of . total religious
education. It encouraged- the
school advocates in the
United States to seek funding
from government sources.

Sister Roberta made
reference to the many and
varied opinions which
predicated the demise of the
parochla] hools. S

—

that ‘the point which they
missed was the spirit of the:
parents who wish to retam the
system; ‘

‘ “Faith is -not only.
something to have, protect
and guard,” she said, “ but!
something to share. We share
through our actions. The !
people in-the United States are !
willing to support the Catholic-
parochial schools. Parents aré

- the backbone of the Cathohm
_educational

system,” she:
n d?d: - i

ey

_ presented the proceeds fror

1 educational

T
‘Cut-A-Thon’ -
Aids Burn Unit-

Elmira—The hair cutting
efforts of the Eimira Hair- >
dressers  Association netted
$500 for St. Joseph’s

Unit. .
Elizabeth Port, association’

president, and Carlene
Freeman, project chamnan

_ the “Cut-A-Thon” to” Kathy

Swmsxck RN; head nurse at
the burn facnhty "
The contribution will be
used for necessary equipment.
The needs are defined by, .
professional staff, who
. participate in  on-going

relieve  discomfort ex-

; penenced by burn victims.

The unit will observe its
first anniversary in December,
It was established through the
contributions of hundreds of
Twin Tiers residents and

organizations, and an Ap- .

palachian Regional Com-

mission grant.

Bazaar Dec. 2

Ithaca—Immaculate Con-
ception Parish will have an
“Old Fashioned Christmas
Bazaar” Saturday,
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the
school cafeteria. There will be

programs to
1mprove treatment techniques )

Dec.” 2 -

|

many gift items and new an‘dxe[

different Christmas: .or-.

naments. Baked goods and ab*
lunch also will be available smigyn

Hopf Duo -
Seneca Falls —St. APJaltri,ck’s
Youth Group recently
sponsored a concert starring

" The Original John Hopf Duo. -
More than 50 youth attended .| -

the event which feagured local
entertainers Ralph Scic-
chitano, and John: Hopf and
his bro;her Ralph
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