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Commumsts
On Defensive

Mostobserversagreethgtthemerenammgofa
Polish: citizen as pope has put the powers-thatbe

theyhaveexpcmnwdmaveryiongumc

Fortheﬂmebang,atbast,xtseemsthatthestanoe
of the Communist totalitarian bloc will be one of
tolerance, even openness. Anything else could be

- extremely embarrassing or in the case of Poland even
- worse. Any slight of Pope John Paul Il by Warsaw
wwkibemwnngthekmdoftrwbletheSomt-
dommatednatxonscanlmstaﬁord

Just:before}the election ofthenew

>, Freedom

amount of
freedom in the world’s ZIInauoﬂsandgtstatedthat
lestlnnathn‘dm‘ﬂlemareo&npara ely “free.”
’I‘hmkofthanOfle nauons,only44

ﬁee28parﬂyfreeand4notfree |
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European Capmc Nations.
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maintains full diplomatic relations with Ithe Vatican
butthatdoesnotnmntherersrehglousfrwdom
under Tito — thereisnot. .

In Poland itself Church and State; have lived
togcthcrmaknxiofwaryrelauonshlp More than 34
million Pol@samCathohc which gbvnonslﬂ'mmns that
theChurchcouldwwldagrmtdmlofpowerthere:fn
sodwredSofanthasbeencontemtobedxplomatxc

behind the fron Curtain in the most ticklish position

|

free. The | -
independent, | honpartisan ° orgammtlon finds 47
nauonsarerelatedtermormofwh:ch24arerated§

Almnstnwdlmstosay, boththeSovnet Union and
Poland are listed as not free, asarethedtherEastern

Only one of the. Soviet bloenauons,tYugoslavn,

NotFree HE

S The Map of Freedom ha
Partly Free 71 i - Created by Freedom House . ®
- Jameary 1978

‘ Nanonsmbhckzrenotﬁ'ee,shadedparﬂyfreeandwhneﬁ'eemtmsmapxssuedbrF

in its dealings with the government, probably in the
imemt of maintaining peace in the nation.

That, however, does not mean that the Polish
Church has not stood up to the Communist regime at
all. Though the government has yet to respond to the
hierarchy’s repeated demands for an easing of state
censorship, ambytheChurchtothcmassmedxa,
and for permission to build more churches, the leaders
are equally aware as their Church countérparts that
they need the cooperation of the-bishops to avert
trouble.

Into this uneasy situation comes Karol Wojtyla as

" Pope John Paul 11 which creates a great many more

problems for the Communists than it does for the

Church. For itiis the totalitarian rulegs who are on the
defensive, who have got to sit 'down and’ map out
strategy, who have got to react to thls development
and doit on the woﬂd stage.

Some optimists see it all as possibly the beginning of
the end for the “not free” nations of Eastern. Ej Irope.
Perhaps that is too much to hope for, atleastt
but it is comfortablé to realize that tthommun ts are
experiencing difficult times and that it is the. Church
that has dccomplished it. In a belittling ‘statément,
Josef Stalin once asked, “How many legions d(ts the

e

Pope have?” It 100k a long time but it is possible that
the Communists are finally realizing that there are
more than they can handle.
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. out golfing than confined
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are crying out?

darkness when your soul’s
immersed in doubt?
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*  Can be of
Questionnaire oG o s oo o
For Seminarians  smartomeck,
Editor: Can you be serene and
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Following is a patien ough  you're

questionnaire’ for gwlth the
seminarians %EI hope

will find it belpful It was  and lon¢ly, can your faith
written mainly for wimsmjdﬁgtsf?

seminarians but it can be
applied to anyone in the
religious life. , Can you walk the extra
mile when your body

Can you pour yourself demand§m(’

out daly as a human

sacrifice? Can you feed the cold
- . - and hungry? Can you heal
Can you face each day theu'mngrwounds?
rejoicing knowing you'll be |

serving Christ? -
’ ) Can wyou be a good

" exampleiin a world of utter
Can you take the pace of ruin? | .
sorrow, comfort broken ’

hearts with care?
Yes, ihcre’ll be some
compensations that will:
Can you lead all souls to pe

make i ailWorthwhﬂc
hmven,mnyoubeaman Pl
of prayer?

Can you minister to
others though your needs

Can you solace those in

?

Canyouface’thedxmry
hoursofmonotonwsduty

‘When youd'mther be P
- A recent ¢ditorial in the
Councr.loumal told “of

V.j;qimq’%s International

cal. Commxssnon
t “the Church give ‘fuil Lwould like to comment

jcare’ to divorced
and remamed Catholics
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receive sacraments of .  regarding the young
Matrimony and Com- hitchhiker from MoQuaid
mimion.” That’s like telling High School.

a 'woman she's “sort of”
pregnant. I would think
that alll the sacraments
would be a part of “full
pastoral m Sounds like
mcgre gh level gob-
b to me. " Gospel. All well and good.
| Nevertheless, I am per-

i Terry Sweeney . §
101 Hyde Parkway.
Palmyra, N.Y. 14522

share and reflect on ' the

on ‘Father Paul Cuddy’s -
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to take this opportunity to

healing message and love express my thanks to the .

that Jesus has for each one citizens of the ! 133rd

of us. This_is portrayed in District.” i

all PfourGospels. |
Please -accept my A man m Dr

e ApolEY. d ‘wyy  Thomas Franklin once said

advam’a"gé“ of the op. that “the heaviest debt is

po s ty and failed to that of graumde.‘

mention it in your oolumn

- Rhoda M. (Mls.)
116 Chestnut Ridge Rd.
Rochester, N.Y.[14624

Assemblyman’
Thankful

Editor:

I am immensely gratéful
to everyone for my re-
clection.. In turn, I promise
to serve the 133rd District
to the best of my ablhty for
the next two ycars in
Albany.

. Audrew DpN irgilio
s . l33rd Asseimbly District

Upon my recleclﬁbon to so ave.
the State Ascmbly,| 'd like 14420
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