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I received & few letters 
pn my article-of Oct. 11, 
1978. That column was on 

Matthew's 
parables of 
the Wedding 
Feast and 
the Wedding 
G a r m e n t 
(Mt. 22|:1-
14). 

•'••if' 

pFfcShuiioii what bc-
' casioned the letters was i ny 
'; interpretation of t|he 
wedding garment. 

• One reader sent mej 
; clipping from a Cathclic 
paper titled Liturgipal 

iss= 
••fe'i'i 

Notes 90 

Reflections. I quote the 
priest-author. "Then as 
each guest entered for the 
feast he was given special 
clothing — a simple long 
white 'dress' or robe. For 
one thing, this assured 
equality of treatment 
among the guests. It helped 
bring about a 'party spirit' 

.as well. The white robe 
also cut down on 'party 
crashers.'" 

Another reader wrote: 
"Noting your question as 
to how one fetched off the 
streets could be expected to 
be dressed for a wedding, I 
recalled that someplace I 
have read that it was the 
custom for the lord of the 
feast to provide the 
wedding garment. Do you 
think this could be 
correct?" 

First of all, no less an 
authority than W.F. 

Albright has said ihat no 
such custom (of handing 
robes to wedding guests) 
existed in the East as far as 
he knew. "It is fruitless," 
he wrote, " to ' discuss 
whether there was a 
custom demanding that 
the giver of a wedding feast 
had an obligation to 
provide special clothing. 
No such custom is known 
to u s . . . " (Anchor edition, 
Matthew, p. 269). 

Heinrich Kahkfeld, in 
his book Parables and 
Instructions in the 
Gospels, says that to try 
and solve the problem of 
the man with no wedding 
garment by stating that 
these were issued to invited 
guests and that the guilty 
party had refused to accept 
one is a gratuitous 
assumption that has no 
basis in the text. "Such 
information is presumed 
and has no support in the 
text" (p. 99). 

The text says, "The 
servants went out into the 
byroads and rounded up 

x&^'£^^iyi&&&^r2*&i*& ~j-rj>tfj--J'& ~ o^". 

everyone they met, bad as 
well as good" (Mt. 22:10). 
Thus Father Wansbrough, 
OSB,; stated: /The parable 
represents the time of the 
Church up to -the last 
judgment. Matthew insists 
on the mixed character 
(good and bad) of the 
members of the Church 
and the coming Judgment. 
He wishes to show that 
mere faith, by which one 
adheres to Christ in H|s 
Church, is not enough; the 
works of love, too, are 
required" (A New 
Catholic Commentary cm 
Holy Scripture, #733j). \ 

The wedding garment 
therefore, is symbolic <̂f 
goodness. The man wris 
ejected because he was 
bad; and he was bad, not 
because he refused an 
article of apparel. Would it 
not have been just a trifle 
e x t r e m e or q u i t e 
disproportionate to bind a 
man hand and foot and 
throw him oujt into the 
night to wail and grind his 
teeth — for a breach of 
etiquette? 

As in the parable of the 
Wedding Feast, "those 
who were invited were 
unfit to come,'!' so the man 
without a wedding gar­
ment represents those unfit 
to sit at the king's table, 
not because they had 
refused a robe, but because 
they lacked the works of 
love. 

The theme of next 
Sunday's readings is much 
like the U.S. Coast, Guard 
motto: Semper Paratus 
(Always Prepared), only 
more imperative — 
Always Be Prepared. Be 
prepared, because the Lord 
comes when we least 
expect Him. Thte best 
preparation is constant 
prayer and frequent 
reception of the 
sacraments. If we are 
faithful to these two 
resolves, then we shall at 
the time of death be able to 
say, like Cardinal 
Wiseman, T feel like a 
schoolboy going home for 
the holidays." 

• § ! Among the events honoring 
ICstthe 90th anniversary 
Wfi'"- — * -

of 
^Corpus Christi Church this 
linear, is the publication of a 
fribooklet which recounts the 
||§Ristory of the church on East 
§Main Street in Rochester. 

^Entitled The Perennial Spring, 
fe the book also recounts, 
S | briefly, the story of the two 
If educational institutions which 

f were associated with the 
J parish, vthe parish school and 

'f% St. Agnes Institute. 

The first building, a church-
school combination, was 
dedicated on Nov. 4, 1888. It 

, is this date that the parish 
' celebrates this year. 

; Father James ttLeary was 
the founding pastor. He 

; served until 1901, when Msgr. 
, Dennis J. Curran assumed the 
pastorate. It was Msgr. 

• Curran who saw the present 
• church constructed. 

-. He was followed by Msgr. 
• John Francis O'Hern, later to 

, -J be Bishop of Rochester. 

... In 1929, Msgr. William 
iJg'Hart was named pastor, a post 
j?he held for more than 30 

ISjryears. In 1955. Msgr. John E. 
[j^Maney was • named ad-
lj£ ministrator of the parish. 
|£After Msgr, Hart died, Msgr. 
If^Maney was named pastor. 

In 1976, Father Joseph W. 
lg::DaiIey was named ad-
|:%;ministrator of the parish, to be 

^followed a year later by 
¥ Father James B. Callan in that 
r/post. 

Annual Party 

Seton Charity Ball 
The Seton Charity Ball Nov. 18 at the 
Americana will be a money-raiser for the 
neuroscience unit that is being put together at 
St. Mary's Hospital. Here, Mrs. Theodore 
Mac Donald, who heads the ball committee, 
gets some technical information from Dr. 
Richard Brzustowicz, chairman of the 
neurological surgery division at St. Mary's. 
Seton funds will refurbish the hospital area 
chosen for the 25-bed unit 

ttiepurclBSC price ola 
30 oz. bag o! frozen 

JKJSETT0 
5 0 PRE COOKED 

CHEESE 
RAVIOLI 

Without Sauce 
SAVE MONEY 

BUY A 
PACKAGE 
TODAY 

DEALER: Rosetto Foods, wil l redeem this 

coupon at 67 Deep Rock Road. Rochester, 

. N.Y. 14624 (Of 30* plus 5' handling, provided 
• coupon is taken in exchange tor a package ot 

frozen Rosetti precooked Cheese Ravioli, in 
accordance with terms of our agreement 

Cash value 1j/20th of a cent This coupon 
void if taxed, prohibited or restricted by law 

Expires December 31,1171 I 

- * * 

YMI help pay the high cost of environmental 
protection with every RG&E bill you pay. 

The Cat&oiic Deaf 
|*v Apostolate in the diocese will 
•i be aided inits programsby the 

Loyal (Christian Benefit 
Associationv^heh that body 
holds its annual Card Party at 
St. Ann#s\ School Hall on 

y,NoV:!R 
^According to Father 

las,dEz@\e%„. diocesan 
l&aplahifo^lisatv%|abeeds 

mm party Mill̂ MlpJsiipport 
?iP|ograms for the 'Catholic 

Now Blue Boy offers 
up to 10<t a label. 

Last year, thousands of non-profit organizations collected 
our labels and returned them to Blue Boy. And for every 
label saved, we gave them 5c. 

Now you can get more. Most Blue Boy labels are still 
worth 5*. But, as a SPECIAL BONUS, you can earn 8c for 
all "Tiny Tin" 8 oz. size labels (the size preferred by singles 
and couples), and 10c for all regular-size Blue Boy green 
bean, wax bean, beet (in glass and cans), red cabbage and 
applesauce labels. j 

Join in our Good Neighbor campaign. All non-profit 
organizations are eligible. 

Jhst follow the coupon below, fill it in, and mail it back to 
Blue Boy, along with the labels. 
Good vegetables f rom good ne ighbors . 

J T " li'iiiiilii * * j ; 

Most All Blue Boy 
Blue Boy labels "Tiny Tin" (8 oz. sire) 

worth labels worth 

All Blue Boy green bean, 
wax bean, applesauce 
and beet labels worth 

O e a c h O e a c h A " each 
* ~1 

No. 
of 5t labels 
enclosed. 

No 
of 8c labels 
enclosed. 

No. 
of lOt labels 

enclosed. 

Mail to: Blue Boy Good Neighbor Campaign 
KO. Box 22689, Rochester N.Y. 14692 C-J ! 

Name of organization. 

Address. 

City — .State. .Zip-

Tax Exempt No — • 1— 
All labels must be postmarked no liter than Dec. 31,1978. Blue Boy wBl forward 
"check as our contribution to your group's activities. 

, 1 A ^^S^iS^kteisiasked 
Curtict-Bumj, l i e Com to coal tfith npaal 

The price of environmental protection is 
high—and it's getting higher with every 
new environmental law and regulation put 
on the books. 
RG&E, like all power companies, has been 
required to make big outlays for new 
pollution control equipment at our 
generating plants, and for costly 
"environmental impact studies" that must 
precede all new construction. 
V\fe've spent over $120 million so far—and 
that money has had to come out of what 
you, our customers, pay us. 
V\fe're committed to environmental 
protection. In fact, way back in the 30's we 

• began installing precipitators in our coal-
firtkf plants to reduce this amount of ash 
released into tpe air. 
But we also believe govs rnment over 
regulation hasi increased the cost of 
environmental protection beyond sensible 
levels. Take, for example' the $100,000 we 
were obliged to spend to satisfy govern­
ment overseers that our choice of color for 
a new generating plant vj'as a good one. 
Costs-like these must ultimately be paid 
by;' by you. 

Shejdding light on some subjects that need it. 
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