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The cqlebrauon of the
feast of ALL Saints
provides us an opportunity
to reflect upon the place of
the saints in  Catholic
Tradition. The true
measure of holiness for us
is- Jesus Christ.. Individual
saints may be singled out
as reflections of Christ’s
holiness lived out in
particular times,

In biblical literature the
members - of .the com-
munity were called “holy
and elect™, arid the Church
saw 1tself as ; the com-
mumon of saints. All who
beheved shared in. the
co;nmdm fellowship of
diviné life and hence were
regarded as saints. Saints,
then, are w1tn&sses to Jesus
within the cominunity.

Among the early
witnesses to the Christian
faith were the - martyrs,
who wﬂmglyloffered their
lives as a testimony of faith
in theRisen liord. Ignatius
of Antioch (2nd. Century)

| ins;qhts in Liturgy

' “longed for martyrdom and

entreated the community
at Rome not to intervene:
in his favor with -the
authorities. The Mar-
tyrdom of - Polycarp,
Bishop of Smyrna, is. the
first documentation of the
veneration of martyrs.
This . source offers a
profound insight into the
relationship of ;he'Lord to
the saints. “For we
worship this One as Son of
God, but we loveJ the
martyrs as disciples; and

imitators of the Lord,

deservedly so, beca of
their  unsurpassable
devotion to their own

and Teacher.” (Martyrdom
of Polycarp 17:3)

The history of | the
veneration of saints began
with cult of martyrs.
As early as the second
century the Eucharist was
celebrated upon the tombs
of famous martyrs. The

day of a saints’ martyrdom-

was cclebrated as her
birthday (“dies natalis™). In
the' early Chruch mar-
tyrdom was so strong as to
be considered the per-
{;ction of the Christian
e.

When Christianity

became the official religion
of the Roman Empire, the

was no longer ptevalent

the ‘perfection of ° tlie

Christian life. The Churqh
Fathers began to descri

radical Christian livi

itself | as " an unb y"

martyrdom. The radi
Christian hfe was (and s
is) ound among aseetlcs.
Hundred of people fled tlie
world ‘and went jto live #n
the desert, paruj:ularl
Egypt. . Hermits such és
Antony, Pachomius, aqd

Simeon the Stylite lived an

austere life of prayer,
penance, and struggle with
‘the devil in imitation ¢
Christ. In the early
Church, then, the two
principle forms of Holi

or sainthood were by
means of martyrdom arid
asceticism.

As members of the

Communion of Saints we .

share in the holiness of
Jesus. Unlike the early

* church saints we may not

have the opportunity ‘to
celebrate martyrdom as:a
witness to Jesus. Howevdr
we can and must emulale
the early martyrs’ faith in
the Risen Lord. We may‘
not be able to live.alone in

the desert but we Ic.

challenged - to s1mp11ci

of life style in opposition {o |

the matenalis of the

Open lefter to Gary Proud My Silent
Opponant From Sharo \Rivaldo. . . |

What have you done- aboqt PURE Water? | 1
We know . . , PURE WATER ¢

What solution did you. givé
(Taxes). Impoud beca
We know-what you-|

Union (Oct: 11th; 1978 you
other Iegislators do your job.

What havo you -done about Nolghnorhood Preservation?
We know:what you have-done . . . Portions of the
Marketviéw Heights were eliminated from the HUD
funding for nelghborhood improvep'nents,

What have you done about docrnblng propony and Incomo )

taxes? -

We Know what you have done “ oy You have proposed
another tax on the people of the 131st district . , . a

PAYROLL TAX.

- What have you done about crlmo?
We know what you have done . . . You voted agginst the

DEATH PENALTY.

- Friends and Neighbors of the 131st Distrlct
It You Want Results That Will BENEFIT You

PLEASE PULL LEVER6.B.ON NOVEMBER 6th

Because Shlron Rivaido Will-Not'Sit: Back smntly But Work With
Her Feliow: ﬂ.egislators .To Produce. Logislatlon that Wilt

EVERYONE

arges are 'going up 43%

L] eoneomlng the USERS FEES
! "Decislon? .

1@.- ACCOr né to the Times

i 't'ba,ck*SlLENTLY and let”

In the 131 st District-

ENEFIT

Werite(To:

Sister Irene Hanika
ISTERS OF,

ST.RITA

R,a cme WIS. 53404 .
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Can YOU stand a. CHALLENGE"

Are you generous.of heart?
Thetordis altﬁ%fcgy,, U, -

Apostolic, praygrful com-’

FJesus” lovevikible as pridétas
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munity seekibg college-dge
men to join ius in making

3920/N. Green Bay Rd. L
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NAZARETH AND SEE:
Religious Community
following the Gospel in

_ prayer, in service to-the
elderly and rjeedy children.

For infarmation write to:

Mother Regiona
3333 Manning Ave.

ETO

, Nazareth House

s, CA 90064

Los Angel

for the ngdom

Assumption BVM Province

Vocation Director
24’!4 \I Viiet St.
Mi!wa

i
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11051 Academy Rd.
Ph(;laf
19154 [

Franciscans

kee, W1 53205

or

elphna, _PA
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* through contemp(at:ve living

- ‘ Write: Ty,
s L Vocatlo -Director L L
- . Bendictine Sjstersof.Perp tual Adora jon

, aford R ’ ‘
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feryourse H' ‘ and ° brothers. Contact.
DOM'NIC‘AN S]STERS’ Vocation Director, 2249
9000 West 81st Street - Shore Rd., Linwood, N.J.
Justice Illinms 6(0458 08221. »
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o Give For
. the josephite mission.
God’s giving of Chri;t to us is the

continuing sign of His lave. Ip our lives as
priests and -brothers we struggle with what

it means for us to accept this gift of -
love, to share in the life it creates
with the people whom we

serve, and:to give forth this love
sacrificially to the world.

Josephites give themselves
in love to the world of black
Amencq Jesus. gays to
us as he sdid to the
followers of . John the Baptlzer,
look to the places where
there is healing, wheére
the dead are raised to life-
and the poor have the
“ Good News pneached to.

'.".(mit‘: Lndglve fortb your love as 'a"Josephite!
- Kor deﬁmls complcte thls‘-coupon and-send to: ;.
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