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Of Christ 
By THOMAS J. 

DRISCOLL 
The cejlebratiori of the 

feast of ALL Saints 
provides us an opportunity 
to reflect upon the place of 
the saints in Catholic 
Tradition. The true 
measure of holiness for us 
is Jesus Christ Individual 
saints may be Singled out 
as reflections of Christ's 
holiness lived out in 
particular times. 

In biblical literature the 
members of the com
munity were called "holy 
and elect", and the Church 
saw itself as = the com
munion of saints. All who 
believed j shared in the 
common; fellowship of 
diving life and hence were 
regarded as saints. Saints, 
then, are witnesses to Jesus 
within the community. 

Among the early 
witnesses to the Christian 
faith were 
who willingly 

the martyrs, 
offered their 

lives as a testimony of faith 
in the Risen lord. Ignatius 
of Antioch (2nd, 

longed for martyrdom and 
entreated the community 
at Rome not to intervene 
in his favor with the 
authorities. The Mar
tyrdom of Polycaf jp, 
Bishop of Smyrna, is the 
first documentation of the 
veneration of martyrs. 
This source offers a 
profound insight into the 
relationship of the Lord to 
the saints. f'For we 
worship this One as Son of 
God, but we love the 
martyrs as disciples and 
imitators of the Lord, 
deservedly so, because of 
their unsurpassable 
devotion to their own King 
and Teacher " (Martyrdom 
ofPofycarpl7:3) 

Th$ history of the 
veneration of saints began 
with the cult of martyrs. 
As early as the second 
century the Eucharist was 
celebrated upon the tombs 
of famous martyrs. The 
day of a saints' martyrdom 
was celebrated as her 
birthday ("dies natalis"). In 
thei early Chruch mar
tyrdom was so strong as to 
be considered the per
fection of the' Christian 
life. 

When Christianity 
became the official religion 
of the Roman Empire, the 

had ended,'and martyrdoQi 
was no lodger prevalent as 
the perfection of tr|e 
Christian life. The Churcjh 
Fathers began to descrirje 
radical Christian living 
itself ; as an unbloody 
martyrdom. The radical 
Christian life was (and still 
is) found'among ascetick 
Hundred of people fled the 
world and went ito live m 
the desert, particularly In 
Egypt. Hermits such 4s 
Antony!, Pachomius, arid 
Simeon the Stylite lived an 
austere life of prayer, 
penance, and struggle with 
the devil in imitation of 
Christ. In the early 
Church, then, the tvtp 
principle forms of Holiness 
or sainthood were by 
means of martyrdom add 
asceticism. j 
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As members of the 
Communion of Saints We 
share in the holiness of 
Jesus. Unlike the eariy 
church saints we may nbt 
have the opportunity' \o 
celebrate martyrdom as j a 
witness to Jesus. Howevejr, 
we can and must emulate 
the early martyrs' faith |n 
the Risen Lord. We m4y, 
not he able to live alone fn 
the desert but we arc. 
challenged to a simplicity 
of life style in opposition io 
the materia&pi of the 
world. 
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Open tetter to Gary Proud My Silent 
Opponent From Sharon Rivaldo. . . 
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What have you don* about PURE Water? J 
We know . . . PURE WATER charges are! going up 43% 

What solution did you give us concerning tht USERS FEES 
(Taxes): Imposed because of trw WaWert Decision? 
We know what you have done. According to the Times 
Union (Obi; 11th; 1d?iSj you sat back SILENTLY and let' 
other legislators do your job. 

What have you dona about Neighborhood Preservation? 
We know what you have done. . . Portions of the 
Marketvlew Heights were eliminated from the HUD 
funding for neighborhood improvements. 
What have you done about decreasing property and income 
taxes? | 
We know what you have done. . . You Have proposed 
another tax on the people of the 131 st district. . . a 
PAYROLL TAX. 
What have you done about prime? 
We know what you have done. . . You voted against the 
DEATH PENALTY. 

Friends and Neighbors of the 13ist District 
It You Want Results That Will BENEFIT You 

PLEASE PULL LEVER 6-B ON NOVEMBER 6th 
BecauseSharon Rivaldo Will Not Sit Back Silently But Work With 
Her Fellow Legislators To Produce Legislation that Will BENEFIT 
EVERYONEIn the 131st District. . _{ __ ' | 

Maria £••••*•-tamtam T -'—J 

Can YOU standi a CHALLENGE? 
Are you generous of heart? 
The Lord isyyaitingfqr.ypu,. , 

Offer yourself in Hiŝ  Service. 

DOMINICAN SISTERS 
9000 West 81st: 
Justice, Illinois 60458 

HEAIITS 

Apostolic, prayerful com
munity seekihg college-agt 
men to joiniiis in making 

*;|esus>*lo<*'Vik|ble'*af5-'purt^*tSi" 
and brothers. Contacts 
Vocation Director, 2I149 
Shore Rd., Ljinwood, t]4.J. 
08221. 

To Give Forth 
. . . the josephite mission. 

God's giving of Christ to us is the 
continuing sign of His love. In our lives as 
priests'and brothers we struggle with what 
it means for us to accept this gift of 
love, to share ijn the life it creates 
with the people whom we 
serve, and to give forth this love ~ 
sacrificially to the world. 

Josephites give themselves 
in love to the world of black 
America. Jesus says to 
us as he said to the 
followers of John the Baptizer, 
look to the places where 
there is healing, where 
the dead are raised to life 
and the poor have the 
Good News preached to 
them, and you will know 
that I am present. 

(some and give forth your love a s a Josephite! 
for details, complete this coupon and send to: 

(!iri:A>>BilH!iv.S:S;J. 
Direct ^ Department of Vocation* 

'Tne;J< tcphitc Fathers and Brother* 
1130 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore. MD 21202 
(301)727-3386 
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I am interested in: 
O Priealhood 
• Brotherhood 
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•wpc one-

ate u__ __ 
Educational levell_ 
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J H E JOSEPHTTES HAVE SERVED THE SPIRITUAL, EDUCATIONAL AND SOCIAL NEEDS 
OE THE Bt^C,K COMMUNnTFOR HORE THAN 100 yiEARS 
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