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N ot Ostrac1zed |

Any Idiocesans entertaining mlsgtvxngs about helping
dlvorwd and remarried Catholics should be edified by a
recent ~pronouncement of the Vaticans International
Theological Commission, an. advisory body to the

Congregatlon for the Doctrine of Faith.

It has recommended that the Church nge “full pastoral
care” to divorced and remarried Catholics, even though
they may not receive the sacraments of Matrimony and
Holy Communlon

Not only have divorced and remarried Catholics been
the object of prejudice on the part of some but they have
often helieved themselves offxcxally ostracized from the
Church .

“These Christians .are not to be excluded from the
action' of divine grace and still have a bond with the
Church,” stated the high-level 30-member commiission.

The document upliolds the traditional Catholic Church
teaching on the indissolubility of marriage and the ban on
priests  officiating at non-sacramental wedding
ceremomes But according to Belglan theologian Msgr.

) haye, -the- document repudiates “a rigid
pastoral stance of - former |times which- oons1dered

divorced and remarried people “ostracized and ‘aban-

doned unto themselves, like shee’ﬁ without a shepherd ”

The- document says that suc#h Catholtcs “must: not be-.
" ignored but rather helped equally with all other Christians

who are. trymg to free themselVes from sin with the help
of God’s grace.” . , K

The commission maintainéd the tradttlonal stance by

urging priests to help prevent dlvorces through better pre-

mamage preparation of engaged couples.

" Three Magf’

Only history will tell whether the . three modern
world leaders, Begin, Sadat and Carter, have carried
the. gift-of peace to Jesus much int the fashion of the
three gift-bearing “kings” of the New Testantfent.

But whether Mideast peacel becomes a reality, these
modern counterparts of Gaspar Melchior and
‘Balthasar- have already brought the gift of hope tg a
cynical world. We pray it is not rejected.

"The :Vatican has called this promise “the seed of
peace”-and it is obvious that it is"going to need ail the
care, attention and nounshment possnble if it is to

'reach ful  bloom.

promlse much as that
fulfillment of the prophecy
- us_pray that. ail of _this is
i fulﬁllment of the Ercam of-Cah p David.
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"Talk about shooting from the hip.
A new offshoot of the |gun }lobby, somethg

- good ‘omen for i

* calléd the Citizens Committe¢ for ffthe Right to Kéep -
and Bear Arms, has called on Roman Cathollcs{ to -

stop making their customary;Sunday Mass offerings
to' force American bishops fo back down on their

handguns; known as “Saturday night specials.”

Such a self- seekmg organization obvnously

from Sunday offerings. We f¢
makes any headway, then Catholics should mak
extra offering to show' their {support for the bis
‘and their opposition to the|dissemination of ¢
handguns. Let’s hope such a backfire could show
“Saturday night special” adherents where -the he

of the church i is.

We could call it a “Sunday morning special.”

el that if such clap-t;

-support for legislation . banning the sale of cheap
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Election

A Concern =

Editor:

Election Day is fast
approachmg and we are
quxtex concerned about
thosel who will be elected
office. We
beheve ‘that a candidate
canngt and should not be
Judged by one issue -alone
and vve encourage voters to
have as complete a profile
possxble of the candidates
they mtend to vote for. In
this profile, find out what
the candidates are. saying
on as: many issues as
such as.

Wé strongly:urge voters
to take a good look at the
candidates’ viewpoints on -
“life |issues,” such as food
pohqles abortion, the

- death penalty, euthanasia,

the elderly and the han-
dicapped. We believe life is
God:given and must be, as
VI stated,
exempt.' from any arbitrary
power ‘ to suppress it
wort.\hy of ali respect, all
careall dutiful sacrifice.

jay. we vote into

. political office those who

will promote.. and respect
life —' ALL LIFE, those
wha will hold sacred and
dignified the lives of the
elderly, the poor, the
unbt';)rn the imprisoned,
the j handicapped, the
wcttms of crime.

Pope Paul V1 also stated
that peace is “the joyful
celebration of life,” which .
is  lrealized only when
natlons recognize ‘“the

rnacy of life as a value

dicondition for peace.™

ljeace demands an order .

of juistice in society “when

hur amI rights are truly
pro essed and pubhcly
gmzed and defended.”

l.’ather Neil R, Miller -

~Sister Mary
Kruckow, RSM
Southern Tier Office

f Human Development
i 318 Madison-Ave.
Elmira, N.Y. 14901
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lts long-

owmg

taxes,

- political -

didates. Instead it makes
known candidates’ records.
Their records in the field of
education: is only one
aspect of their candidacy,

but we believe it is an

important one.

Governor Carey has
been a long-time champion
of parental rights in
education. As - a
Congressman ‘he helped
enact the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act,
which made funds

-available also to childfen in

non-public schools. As a
member - of the House
Ways and Means Com-
mittee, he introduced a bill
providing * federal, tax

credits for parents
© preferring non-public
schools.

As governor within the
rather stringent limitations
of New York's Con-
sititution (the
Amendment), he has
signed many measures
helping such parents.

By contrast, going back

to the Constitutional
Convention of 1967, and
continuing cever since,
Perry Duryea has been a
staunch opponent of
parents rights in education.
He opposed the repeal of
the Blaine Amendment in
1967, and has since op-

posed nearly all measures -

affording relief from the
public;schiool monopoly.

Now 1 should like o
step out of my role as
secretary of the N.Y. State
Board of CEF, and as a
member of of its National
Board, and offer a piece of
political - advice to ad-
ministrators of Catholic
sehiools.

Since the thing which an
office seeker most needs is
exposure, ad-
ministrators of .- Catholic
schools who afford their
enemies. in the field. of
cducation a platform are
simply committing suicide.
Claims of “political
neutrality,” are fatuous.

 Kenneth O’Loane
331 Seneca Pky.

Rochester, N Y . 14613

Edltor. .

As a member of the'
,__Ble&sed ]

Sacrament

“recently

Blaine’

two Laotian families who
-came to
Rochester.

Without thel i
story John Dash wrote our-

needs might - never have -
- Funds,
clothing, and. household

been known.
items continue to come’in
from people who share
something 1n common —
generosity.

To-'receive. a donation
from a retiree on a fixed
income or the head of a
household who is presently
out of work-is truly an
inspiration.

-Our sincere gratitude,
too, to Fathers Stuart
Hogan and James Callan

for . their moral and
financial support.
These -people, in’ their

concern, proclaim the
Gospel of Christ who said,
*l was homeless ‘and you
took Me in ... for
whatever you do to the
least of My brothers,.you
dountoMe.”

Margaret M. Finueane

284 Canterbury Rd.

Rochester, N.Y. 14607

Situation
Desperate

Editor: -

For the thousands of ’

children homeless and
without parents in
Lebanon as a result- of
recent bombings we,

and as much pubhcuy as’

. possible.

Please advise -your
readers that the situation-is
desperate. "beyond. words,
Money is needed..
mediately, please. All: glfts

marked Lebanon are-tax:
deductible” if sent 10 the

Catholic Near East
Welfare Association.
Our office in" Beirut

guarantees= all help- will

reach the neediest, directly,, 3 o

thh no overhead costs.

For Gods sake please

' i .help’ Co ' . _7.,_ i
Msgr. John G. Nolan
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Satan
On the

- Rampage
Edltor'

1~ Seven hundred and
seventy-four years ago in
ithe year of Our Lord 1204,
:the Lord Jesus spoke these
words to Francis of- Assist;

“Francis, my church is
Ifalling down, I want you to
irebuild it for it sways.” The

_iwhole world knows how

‘'well - Francis “obeyed his
‘Lord" s command.

{ |Today in our own age,
the church of Jesus is agam
falling down, this time in

" ithe Western world. The

‘Lord-speaks to every loyal

¥ 'Christian heart. 1 can hear

-the Blessed Vonce in my
yown heart. He is saying,

"My church in the
‘Western world is again
 falling down, help me

: rebuild it for it sways.”

" The beloved church in
America is, reeling under
i the sledge hammer blows

. of sin, evil, wickedness in
violence,
~crime, greed, hatred,

: oppression, slavery and the

! mhu{nanuy of man against -

: many All this by the master
of deceit and his demons

' ﬁ Are we who profess to

: be Christians so in fact or

in fancy? If-we are
| Christians -Jet
prove it. Let us unite in-an

. army of God's-faithful and
" under the leadershnp ‘of the .

Holy- Spmt that is within

ias arise and. restore. the |

your editorials assistatice =5 Ch"mh ol Jesus _to_th

% & 8
the neal past- The churc

- toitering .- under the'-",_ :
assault of the netherworldav

bem On» )

desu:ucuon To

world to depravity? Yes we
can.

To all denominations
and faiths, be trué to your
trust, be true to your
Christian heritage, fill your
churches, let the world ring
with prayer. Let us call 1o
the spirit of God most high
and win ‘the victory for
heaven, let us throw off
the yoke-of lethargy lest we
pensh

The voice of
beloved, “Come unto
all you who are weary
are heavy laden and 1

_your soul.”

For my part, |
quickly. Lord Jesus.,

Brother Fr »
125 St, Pa
Apt. A-}
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give you peace and re l for

’ome

’
ncis

1 St.
607 .
Rochester, N.Y.
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