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s spirit of the Gospel which is personally demanding and -what saints are for. Phyllis McGinley calls our pursuit reformers as their founders later rejected all Marian g
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‘\°\\ ! 1\\ election of the Polish prelate as
“& Lt the 263rd Supreme Pontiff of
L -the Roman Catholic Church.
This evaluation of Pope
John Paul II's attitudes towards
Jews .and Judaism should be
taken seriously, I believe, for
) several reasons:
First, those views come from
Father Henri d’Anjou of Portchester, N.Y., who lived
in Poland and personally helped save the lives of a
large number of Jews from certain death at the hands
of the Nazis. Second, Father d’Anjou was a personal
acquaintance -of the new Pope when he was a priest
and with whom he met frequently between 1952 and
1956. And, lastly and importantly, Father d’Anjou’s

- positive impressions were confirmed for us in an.
. - overseas telephone conversation this week between the
- ‘new. director of Foreign Affairs of the American

_ Jewish Committee, Abraham Karlikowe, and _the
.president of the Union -of Jewish Religious Com-
" munities in Poland, Maciej Jakubowicz of Cracow,

1. jFrpmf'thcse conversations and from others’ con-

remnant Jewish population.

His Chancery published a journal of high academic
quality called Common Weekly. Archbishop Wojtyla
personally authorized the publication of a series of
articles in that journal commemorating the victims of
the Nazi holocaust, specifically the Jewish victims, as
well as'the Warsaw Ghetto uprising of April 1943. In
addition, he supporied the publication of a series of -
articles and book reviews on Jewish history, religion
and culture.

~ Much has been made of the fact that the new Pope

studied at “an -underground seminary.” Father
d’Anjou, who attended the same seminary, told me the

- significance of that fact lies in knowing that that

seminary, and other underground schools like it, were
vigorous centers “of - anti-Nazi iedology and
resistance.” R

In terms of his anti-Nazi and anu-Communist
positions, Pope John Paul 11 appears to hold the same
ideologicall orientation as did his predecessor, Pope
John Paul[l. _

According to the president of the Jewish religious
communities in ~ Poland, Maciej Jakubowicz,

uncomfortable.

Kierkegaard once remarked: 1 think it will not be
found difficult to explain why she became the Mother

done according to your will.’ It was because she was
able to say this that the Word became flesh in her.”
Despite the dread, the risk, the strangeness-of the God
she faced directly for the first time, shé was able to
accept the will of God completely and God was free to
act. Redemption needed her cooperation.

It is a model of what faith means, that Mary can
matter to us now. For the Word to become flesh in
each of us, we have to be prepared 10 meet a God as
strange-as the one Mary met. It is only through prayer

i and' attentive listening that we open ourselves and

chl:ldme able to say wholeheartedly, “Be it done as You
WI "ﬂ

The resporise that made her great is the response
that we must make to the Lord Who has called us to be
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. the following portrait of “the track record” of Cardinal | “Throughout his: years as Bishop of Cracow, Karol | | members of a Community of Saints. Surely, the in-
Wojtyla toward Polish Jewry emerges: - o Wajtyla | -as always. approachable by Jews and, spiration of the real Mary is needed 1o assist us in our
"™ “Atound 1964, there were a series of desccrations of whe uséd 40 inquire what was happening to common vocation. May she help us tosay “Yes™ to the
s "Lo cemeteries in Cracow, including defilements of gelfltlgn to their religious life Lord each day as we face the inevitable pain of our
, o o + -human pilgrimage.

stones over Jewish graves. It was widely believed 3

of God. It is because she could say, and mean it, ‘Be it -
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