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it the eﬂtly to follow the Word Jof ! . ’ 4. Prayer, “in spiri ”
: ) ; . Prayer, “in spirit and in truth™ both rsonal
love ‘God| in their reallife cir- mlnd. i prayer in- solitude anq liturgical prgsler in
cummnces and so were | - community. When one prays alone or with the i
. eventuall‘ “-tomahawked as. they imitated the example T _ 1 community one begins to grow in a kind of inner :
'n n of Jesus: “No one has gre%ter love than he who lays'  practice, who works to avoid agony and yet says, honesty befare one’s own life and in the presence -
ssion N -down his life for his friends.” “Nevertheless .. .,” who commits his or her spirit mto - of Christ. A deeper sense of God’s Will begins to
: This very day we celebrate the feast of the evangelist | the Father’s hands who awaits and receives 'the emerge. This does not mean that a decision, or
Luke. The overriding purpose of Luke’s missionary d[recnon and power of God’s spirit. action, or -attitude suddenly appears with a tag
tr%:'e}lls lim - tl}e Gtgs pglh%?nd Acts of the Aposties | In a strict sense, I do not think we ever can or ever labelling it *God's Will.” Rather certain values,
‘which he wrote for the Christian community was t0 | 4o know the full merciful Will of God. It would be commands, or counsels, certain priorities, certain
groclgggd an&l cell(ebrate the Gc;loclif Ple}?sure 0{1 Gr?dl and presumptuous of us to think we could. Our hope and needs, certain realizations begin to assume their
R 1S ork on our pe alt, the wonderful ac- our prayer is that we may come to know ways, choices, true weight in the situation or question at hand
lis f
lan conlllp Ct]lxmem Ol[tl‘“s fW1tI)le (tjm save Ssband the pn;nacz'l patterns, decisions, modes of living that are compatible a;ld o}rlle bégms to have a clearer stronger sense
nt t} ; nst;an he O 0d lintlco awolrlatlfog with-an with and obedient to that comprehensive and com- of what God asks| and of_ one’s role in the
) e "o'ﬁefssa?iit.?,;teﬁui@s peacki ;ma;g 1‘52‘;'3 passionate Will. This is what God asks of us. For us, fulfillment of God's Will.
that | this is to k d “follow” Christ as best we can b iti i :
! the hymn of the compassionate and effective goodness of th:: ;)wzr gfo ;Sas;mt l?v:;w in usni ?ﬁough :‘{; D o > Th‘; ‘rad‘.“o“la d 2““‘}?“{{/.]‘]* ;hggdhumh'
arch, our “Father’s business” and of the joy of the poor but €. : »Or;f’ Wh.o Ser.’ously $e§ s the lh 0 b must
the ! obedient community that lets itself be gathered in our {.a te L tls ssrélous y‘dj at rréearis thatt :}v]e szeréﬁ
“Fters houer” Luke iy realy alking abut th | ien L5y, andjarabout wta he e
the Father’s merciful Will and iabout our participation in' | paq caid and still says: “I am the Way, the Truth,|and Church, itself, as it|secks the Wil of God must
 that Will when h today’s Gospel, “the ch, 11se
the at Will when he announces in ay s Gospel, | the Life. No one can come to the Father except alto be taught thro igh all the human means and
Al kingdom of God is very neat to you.” . through me. If you know me, you know imy Father gifts of God on whidh we have been teflectineg.
tians MOI'C [han any Of the Othel' evangehsts Luke tneS to i 100. From thls moment you know h]m and have Seen
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‘ welcome and to do the Williof God. He says that Mary A ring helps to idiscerning and effecting the
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> ybody who loves IP”IC will be : ;
nder him “busy with [my Fathef's affairs,” and that when whom God and the community have blessed and
loved by my Father, and I shall love him and show ordained t ist : . h f.
she was puzzled by the mystcry of God’s unfolding will fto him.” John 14:21-22 1Nee o assist us In our sincere search tor
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. “she stored up all thesc things in 16{. Ea” ; ~ We have to hold in our minds and hearts the , , o
itire .. Inacrucial scen¢ in his GOSPC uke portrays %us complementary realizations that God himself works in 7. Persons gifted with special kinds of human
the . transcending all the claims of blood kinship and  pic' seople their salvation in Christ Jesus (His Will for knowledge or asked to assume special kinds of
;fol;ési 'proclaiming, “My mother and my brothers are those  ,q) and that at the same time we are called to cooperate human authority — such as doctors, lawyers,
sire™ WhO hear the WOl'd Of GOd and put it lmO practlce 'free]y, to listen to, to obey, to honor and heed this financial consultants, scientists, gqvemmem
yame . When he wants to represent a key final moment i work (Will) of God, This means that as individuals and leaders, and countless others: one cannot refuse
that  Jesus’ .cooperation with the Will of his Father he puts 55 5 Christian community we are never released from to consult these persons when one is seeking the
s the ' this praxer on the lips of ithe suffering Jesus in the the loving. command to seek, identify, interpret that Will of God in matters where their particular
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tion qf the hear’t of Teresa of
Avila was that {she might “‘be
~enab5ed to render the Lord

ome|part of the service which I
we Him.” Ignatius of Antioch
himself as the “wheat of
hrist” and prayed as an old
man {that he might even “be
round by .the teeth of beasts”
,Isaac§ Jogues, John de Brebeuf,
nd their’ companions' wanted

. culmination of Jesus’ own obedience to the Will of
- God, he states with utter theological simplicity: “When
Jesus had cried out with a loud vaice, he said, “Father,

i into your hands I commit my spmt . Finally, after the

| ascension of the Lord, Luke pictures the first followers

' of Jesus “in the upper room where they were staying,

+ ... joined in continuoys prayer,” @awaiting the

! direction and the enabling power of God's spirit.

In these and other passages Luke gwes us a true

- insight into what we mean when we s ak of the Wil

asi to become “pure bread.”

detail d and com-

" We also speak of the I
Wz’ll of God for us as "

pleted blueprint stored
statically in God's

~ God’s Will is the great, all-encompassing Wlll that
his kingdom of truth; justice, love and unity may come
to its fullness.and -that we may participate fully in its

creation using his commands and counsels to guide us’

10 this end. How we choose to do this is rooted in the
radical mystery of our personal and communal
freedom which is itself rooted in the even greater
mystery of God’s effective love by which his purposes
are made known, preserved, reconciled and enhanced
Jin our lives.

By Bishop Joocph L Hogan
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1. The reading of Scripture and; listening to it
proclaimed, in an attitude of prayerful listening,
openness, teachableness.

2. Genuine consultation with other Christians,
in ongoing ways and as particular needs or
questions arise.

3. Open sensitive examination of one’s own life:
our consciences have their historical formation
and their flaws, but they are the precious con-
sciences we have and as such must be valued,
treated with respect, worked with, listened to,
taught, corgected so that over the years they may
become more and more [helpful reliable indices
of what God desires of us|

this world and be alert to the signs of our times,
but we also have to callithe world to its full
- development; we have to be “in it, but not of it.”
We then come to see that the working out of the
Will of God is accomphshed in and through our
responsible presence in the earthly fabric of
human history and faithful cooperation with
God’s purposes in creation and redemption as
these are unfolded in the world and in the whole
universe.

In seeking to know and live the Will of God, we
have to learn not to fear “mistakes” or risks of
mistakes. We pray for and try to act with the jspirit’s
gift of prudence and yet we know that * perfect love
casts out fear.” The Will of God is a direction tnat can
deal with mistakes, not a disconnected point in one’s p
life. It is the total thrust of all our lives together that
will ultimately fulfill God’s Will in our regard, we hope
and pray. Inordinate fear of mistakes is the opposite of
the trust and hope that sustains and motivates the
obedient lives of the saints. Rather, humble fear of the
Lord casts them and us confidently upon the| mercy
and care of the Spirit of Christ Jesus who “comes to ;
help us in our weakness” and “we know that by ;
turning everything to their good God cooperates with
all those who love him, with all those that he has called
according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:26-28)

Ladislas Gsy, the Jesuit theologian, speaks of the
reverent providence of God by which the details of
God’s plan for us “somichow emerge out of our own
resources of nature and grace,” resources which he has

| | of God.
;» Sometimes we seem to talk of the Willjof God asif it

: were a gigantic prefabricated. hlghly detailed jigsaw
! puzzle in the heavens, and as if our human respon-- -
: sibility were to try to search for the a eady cut but given us and which he allows us and enables us 1o
. hidden pieces, and then to try to guess by trial and develop.
; error where and how and when to fit them in the e
) |- already totally planned picture.- We also speak of the
’ , Wlll of God for us as if it Were an already detailed and |
completed bluepnnt stored statically in God's mind.
In such an understandmg of the Will of God, our
b human freedom, creativity, and resourcefulness- are
| not honored, as God hlmself honors these gifts he has
tgiven, and God’s. own creativity, - tenderness and
| cooperation are in some way reduced to rigid game- But in one case the fruit is produced out of the
(" playing.- - ordinary potentials of the tree; in the other case
' The God of Luke's Gospel is not like this. The Will ‘God’s intervention produoes the fruit that the
‘ of God which Luke seeks to celebrate’is the constantly - tree could not bear.”
erer _wed and renewing call and response. of God’s’
1 :directing love still creating and still engaged incnabling

“At one time we must create a decision after
.grace-filled "and intelligent  deliberations. At
_another time we have to ask for light and
strength that we cannot muster in ourselves.
Granted, there is something new in all decisions,
-‘whether they are created from our ordinary
resources or are the extraordinary gifts of God.

We can perhaps grasp the realization that in seeking
to do the Will of God WE are seeking 1o cooperate
with a God who loves us, but it is very hard for us to
get it into our bones that in seekmg to accomplish his
own Will, GOD 'HIMSELF is also constantly

We seck the Will of God together as ‘a Christian

nversation with his people’s hearts. For Luke, the commumty ‘Each one of us contributes his own
tian who.is faithful-to the Will of God is the poor- ~ discernment of the Will of God and his own response

n who beheves God’s gracnous promise, lthat Will. The ageless guides to knowing and doing cooperating Wwith all those who love him, and

o Ll[l Will of God are many. Each of the following isa  ceaselessly providing ways of turning everything to our

in hfs or her life, who ‘ponders the i
td:and uts, 1t mto g elp:as we go our way to the Father: good.




