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By JOANM. SMITH

With academics; dances,
sports and festivals a major

.part of high school life,

questions are often raised
regarding the role of religion
in Catholic education.
Assuredly it “is there; quietly
taught and actively directing
students to an awareness of
Christ and His teachings.
Though no longer encased in
the formally structured
sodalities or days of
recollection -~ it is - there.
Bishop Kearney High School’s
retreat ministry is an example.

Under the direction of
Brother Ronald Howe,
religious minister, and Father
Lawrence Gross, chaplain,
BK retreats. have taken on a-
new dimension. Instead of a
certain-day of recollection put
aside for each of the classcs as
a whole (which in BK’s case
could mean 450 students),
fetreats are now beutg made
by smaller groups in-
dividual religion classes which
number 35-40 students. Twice
weekly, Brother andi Father
hold these special days at
Holy Angels on |Winton
Road: Before the year is out,
freshmen, SOphomores
juniors and seniors all will
have experienced a day of
spiritual growth and self-
awareness through _prayer,
meditation and self-revelation.

Each class has its theme:
freshmen, “Self-development
in Christ”; sophomores,
“"Eucharist’’; juniors,

‘“Listeniné and Talking with

the Lord™; though perhaps itis
the senior theme, “Being
Christian”, that best describes
the project’s aim which- in
Father’s words, “Is simple
basic’ Christianity and getting

" themtoliveit.” )
Each group participates in

its day — preparing and
performing the liturgical
music, selecting and reading

-the homilies. It is “their day

and though a heavy one a
personally satisfying one.

The days are called *“Pax

- (Latin-peace) Days™ with the

initials used to .symbalize
“Personal Awareness, of
Christ”] Brother descnbes the
retreat activities in terms of

"Christian mantras, Christian

yoga, and group dynamics All
of which mean 'praying, .
meditating, sharmg,‘ learning

“and abosorbing Christian

morals and values.

In talking about the new
retreat concept Brother Howe
said, “We need to face our-
selves, The 60’s were a time of
action, now in the 70

‘ qrayer isin.”

Both Brother and Father
agree that they have no way
of knowing what the impact
of the program wrll be, but
can’t help thmki it "~ will
mushreom. It looks ‘as if they
won’t be disappointed in their
optimism. Though in its early
stages, the students who have
participated -in the program
are enthusiastic. This is
revealed in their written

Mooney Students

Brother Francis Ellr‘s
principal of Cardinal- Moonéy
High School, has announced
the three senior students who
have been named semifinalists
in the National Merit
Scholarship Program. They
are: FErik Hemdal, Brian
Redmond, and Linda Schmitt.

Semifinalists, the highest-
scoring students in each state,
are named from.over 1 million
students enrolled in 18,000

> high schools who entered the
1979 Merit Program by taking
the 1977 PSAT/NMSQT
qualifying test. To. be con-

sidered. for Merit Scholarships

these’ students must advance
to Finalist standing by
meeting further requirements
which " include: being - fully
endorsed -and recommended
for scholarships by the-school
principal, presenting school
records that confrrm high

The Ater
Event
Cardmal Mooney High

Schodl students, m;mbers of
the college ‘credit English:

. class, ‘attended a performance
iof George Bernard Shaw's
_“Major Barbara™ at the Shaw ',
~Festival Theatre, Niagara-on- . -°
: the-Lake:” Ontario,. Canada’’ -

‘Accompanying: them were
theirtteac"t

. .Hinz,, Brothg Andrew Boone’
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Named Semifinalists

academic standing and

substantiating their high

qualifying test scores with
equivalent scores on a second
exammation
|

Also recognized by the
Merit Program are Mooney
students who have achieved
commendation..

Patricia Batchelor, John

- Cianca, Terese Connor; Mary.

Cuccaro, Michaél Johnston,
Stephen LeBlanc, ‘Gail Petrie,
Denise' - Sarkis,
Wellman. o .

They ~ are:. .

Steven®:

German
Festival
Our Lady . of Mercy-

Oktoberfest, Oct.. 21, 9L
a.m. in’ the- school gym.

. music by tpe Krazy‘

High School will celebrate; |

The evemng will- include. |

Firema‘ ~Band - -an a |-

Kath Signorelli, Carrie Hasselwonder,

Chris Burley and Paul Boutte dlSCllSS'

their views and .ideas about the'retreat program with Brother Howe and

Father Gross. Chris and Paul performed the music for

Chris as guitarist and Paul as organist.

l
¢valuations. One such
statement read, “It: made me
realize the different 'ways to
offer everything I had to
God.”

Another ~ “It brought me
»closer to Jesus in a way | have
never experienced before.”

Also, there have been many

‘his broth _
according to Brother were due

seniors: offc'mg their services

_to help: ‘with®'the upcoming

freshmien ' retreats. The
program has even begun to
encompass _graduates like
Michael Mazzochetti, ‘72, and
r Dave, ‘73, who

to participate in one of the
next retreats.

The gentlemen guiding the

; o +
works to. attaini an “A”.
average for four years is.
disillusioned-to firrd that he
was ‘rejected at' his first'
choice college, while a.
football player with college
board scores of half his and

a “C” average is not only
hea;vrly recruited but given
a four year scholarshrp

Our society in the past
few years has undergone a
value change. Education is
expen?encemg de-emphasis
while’ sports. and. the
glorification of the athlete
is .. growing. Our

educatlonal cénters-are no -

longer remembered as the
institutions _ that con-
tributed srgmficantly to
.energy -Or -biological
research, but as the home
of a winning \football or
basketball team

Athletes re gi en added .

preferentral treatme

thetr retreat day with

k3

| treat program,b‘{wnch ) ql}g

linSisted  was motivated
|Brother  Thomas F‘eerick
ip mcrpal are. not new to BK.
[Father Gross has been
p;i:plam for eight years and
sviously, Brother Howe has
ltairght at the school. His
lpmmary duty now, however,
iisg to oversee the workmgs of
ogram.

Zﬁ year old Jumdr halfback
for “the Univérsity of
glabama. Jonés ‘discussed
low the ‘high school coach

his hometown football "

%:m urged him to “spénd

other year in seventh
rade” so he mrght be

%ter developed for

tball when' he entered

Tones- com-

the coach’s

1977, as a

flied © with
ishes. In
:;)phomore,' Jones again
l repeated a,_year, this.time
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