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By'FitANi( MAUROVICH
Religious News Service Staff Wnter ,
”Ehnrty-three days. The reign of Pope John Pau@

brief yet brilliant, ﬁlled with style and — remarkable,
considering its brewty + with substance. f
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His smile, humor and simplicity mptwated the
world, buit the pontiff hsed them as powerful t&phmg
.tools. ! S '
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Pope John Paul showed the humanity of the
papacy, and yet more: ¢ g

) In the Sistine, Chapel, the Patriarch of Vemce'

jokingly told his brothermrdmals that he hoped od
would forgive them” for electing him. He conft to
them, “Of the Vatican and the Curia I know very hittle.
. kask you o help mé bei:ause P'm familiar only with the
_Annuario Pontxvnco (the official Vatxcan dlrectory )y

- But his smile as he appeared on the balcony L:f St.
Peter’s just hours aftenthe election told the thousands
-in the pidzza and the millions watching on telginsxon
that he was a man of liope and confidence, reflecting,
“as he *had said, his faith in the powerful support of
God’s graee and the cooperatlon of hns fellow bis ops,»
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Hns sxmphcnty ha,d pr ofound effects !
|

By qmetly puttmg gside the tiara and the’ th'rone
Pope John Paul, the first pontiff in 900 years to re3ectf
a coronation ceremony, emphasized that the Chuirch is
much more a spiritual force than‘a political power, and
that the pope is a:“servant of the servants of God,”
rather than. “the father of princes and kings,” as the

outmoded !eoronanon liturgy would have put it.
His humor was never pointless.
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. RAI (the Italian TV network).” :

. talksto several groups of blshops ; , i

Joumahsts at thelr Speclal,audence heard s
their pre-conclave speculation »as the new p
reminded them that reporters \\{ere more interested in
““whether Napoleon I or the K inig'of Prussia wore red
or.gray socks,” thaqm what'thme tulers- had to say..
Butthejolmxahstsconldonlyglowasl’opelolmPaul
also told them that if St. Paul|came back, he woul
comie as “editor-in-chief of Reuters and ask for time on

ﬁe pok_ed fun at himself as well as others.

He told studems he would have studied harder asa
youth if he had known that one day he would be
“But now I am old and there is no time. But you yo ng
people have time, health, meniory and commitment.
Try to take advantage of all these gifts.”

Pope John Paul issued no lencycheab or foqnal
papal pronouncements What he had to say and teach
was summed up in his investiture-address, four general
audiences, one discourse each to the ~ College| of
Cardinals and the Vatican diplomatic corps- and | his

i

But even in these mere lmndfuls of, addressesl he

made a deep impressiofi, giving every- indication of

* & svindicating the conclaves; desire for a man who Would

“be both firm in dpctrine-and conscientious i in pursuing
the course set by he ti

Frbm the first

dicated that by ming thqfq;tpope in _hlSt -t0
choose a double name, porating. the n

John and Paul, the pontiffs who convened and cl
-'the council. Like his predeoessors he told a general
audience that the Church “must update her teachings,;
understand them better, and present them in a better.
form” but not change their essem:al meanmg

He told some 50 U.S. bnshopsataspecnala
onSept.ZIofthennpon;tameofdefendmgthe.amﬂy
“I-particular; themdnssolubxhtyofChnsﬁarf ariiage
is important.” Althoughf it i a difficult’ part of our

message, e must’ prociaim it faithfully as ;ran of

od’s word, part of the mystery of falth.”
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While showing profound: respect for the Church’s
tradition,” Pope John Paul gave little ort to
religious extremists; At St. John Lateran Basilpm,
pope said that certain-abuses “of liturgical- qmtters

had brought dbout. “equally unsupportable
— a clear referral to those celebrating f:%—styled

radical hturgmandthoseoffermg tradnahst

Masses
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Known for his pastoral concern for.the poorJ and
suiffering, he emphasized to the diplomats aecredltéd
the Vatican, that “our activity to the mtemat
community is chiefly one that-more specifically could
be called pastoral and which belongs properly to the. .
Church.” But he refused: to equate the Church’s
pastoral concern with a spiritual, othcr—woﬂdly reaim.
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He was not afraid. of politics. Pope John Péjml}',mede

a profound impression on Jewish people when, in
addition to praying for the success of the Camp David -

talks, he referred to the need of “security” of the state \

of Israel. More significantly, in response to d letter of
congratulations from Israeli President Yitzhak Navon,
John Paul was the first pope to addreéss a letter to the”
“Presldem of the State of Isracl, Jerusalem, lsrael »
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Pooetu:x‘johnx APaul»s' pontlf icate was bnef but
meamingful. Cardinal Terence Coeke perhaps said it

|best' “ln our humamty, we thmk of what might have
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The Polly OF am:ly wishes to express its:
deepest sympathy to the Cathohe Commumty
. of The Rochester Diocese on the passmg of
. Pope J ohh Paull.
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manklnd d%; ring his short

HlS ‘warm heartedness, humlll A and
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