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pt 17, when Bishop ph |
celebrates the; 1D:1'5 Mass t Old St. %Mary s Church, the|
patish and its riends will jalso be observing the l25thr
anmversary of |ithe laying| of the l;ornerstone for the
present church juilding.

St Marys P rish, howeyer, has an!‘even older foun-‘
dation, predatirlg, by a yeari the chartering of the City of
Rochester

Back in 1834, Irish Ca'thohcs had banded together t
purchase a chu rch burldrng once used by a Methodis
congregatxon A year later, however, the the Catholic|
group met with|financial difficulties and sold the property::
back to the Methodists. athers Bernard O’Reilly and|.
Patrick Foley; who also were the priests at St. Patrick’s!,
Church were shepherding the flock at the time. ’
3 .

For six years the St. Marys congregatron then wor-i!
shipped at St. |Patrick’s; but they were years of somei
discord, and, in 1841, a second group re-purchased the!

In the following year, BlShOp John Hughes ofl New !
York, who was {that same year to be named that drocese S
first archbtshop recognized the new congregation and |
appomted Father Lawrence Carroll its pastor. ;

Father Carroll was able during his 10-year pastorate to:
put the parish |on a sound financial footing. He was'

cceeded by Father Michael Creedon, who, a year later, '
was transferred but during, whose time, the land where °
the present ch h stands came into the church’s hands.

Father’Thorn McEvoy Wasg‘trasastor when, on Sept. 18
1853, Bishop John Timon, the first ordinary ‘of the newly
created Di of Buffalo; laid the cornerstone for the
new church.

It s this event which will be c'elebrated on Sunday.
The burldnlg of the church took about five years to

complete; and on the very trip that Father McEvoy took
to New York, (o arrange for ttic dedication rites for the

, burldmg, he suddenly dred

F ather Damel Moore was named rector of the church
in’1858. He remained until 1861, when, with the out-
break of the Ci tl War, he Jomed the army in defense of
the Union. @ .

- Thcre follow d in-rather quick succession three pastors
o)

i Fathers Thomas O’Flaherty, James |
! ; tory, made extensive improvements in the parish plant

! and redecorated the mterror of the church |

r the ‘parish
McManus and

The latter tw priests had an unusual career pattern. In :
1865, Father: E%rly was named pastor of the Cathedral, ;
jd from 1867 to 1876 was Vicar General of the Diocese |

es M. Early.

Rochester. He was succeeded tn that post by then
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* was an unusual man.Bishop Bernard McQ
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In 1’865 F ther Peter Barker was named pastor and
served for six years, uritil he \{vas succeeded [by Father
Jamtgs P. Stew who served as pastor fora q jarter of a
cen ry.

" During Father Stewart’s tenure, a pansh school was
built as well as a parish residence. He also btult a com-
bination daycare center and convent,

Father Stewart died in Boston in 1897. In th¢ next four
years, St. Mary’s was to lose three pastors|to death:

Fathers James P. Kiernan, Ttmothy C. M{ phy and

James J. Leary.

Father erham Gleesqn was named pasto m 1902
and served the remaining ten years of his life in that
capacity. During his pastorate he built the present rec-

pastor, He
d, the first
Bishop of Rochester, -rectuited him, whlle still .a

Father Srmon Frtzsunons followed him as

: seminarian, for work in ‘thie diocese

Extraordinarily. glfted Father Fttzsrmons was noted as
an educator, preacher, writer and fmancrer Hq died while
saymg Massin 1928. -

Father James B. Keenan was then named

. tor and
ldied in 1934, a month-after the' pansh celdﬁ?estted the

icentenary of its foundatron

- He was succeeded by Father George F. Ket 1l in 1935.
A former faculty member at St. Bernard’s Seminary

i Father Kettell was known as ailinguist, a-teacher of more

n ordinary ability and)a gifted preacher. At one point
in his priestly cdreer he had entered the Jesuit ovrtlate in
Shadowbrook, Mass. ' | ,

stands to the north of the C
-completely wiped out’ by 19

194
ﬁoltc church in ]

) Dunng Kettell 14 year pastorate he ha buxlt and:
dedicated the Madonna of the hr

"He continued to serve as chance lor until 1954 when he |

was named vicar general. . j -

In February 1956 he was mfonned that Pope PIUS XII |
had named him Protonotary Apostolic with the privilege | |
of poritificating at M s four times a year.

P

He retired as vicar general in January of 1967. |

. As pastor Msér McAniff has &hepherded St. Marysj
through a time of extraordinary dhange not only in the
physical nature of) the parish, but also in the religious. | :

_ In the course f the past! quarter century St. M y’s
neighborhood hﬁ almost completely .changed, Major
office buildings and new structures stand where oncej the
parish resident population lived. | '

As long as a « ecade ago the éansh was descrtbeﬁl as
“having little now in térms of ordinary parish activity.”
Hosprtal and nufsing home work, was said to be the

priests’ major mmis tries. |

In more :reCen_t years, the panéh has become a center
for activities designed to draw people fromhthe suburbs

into the cityl.,Each ummer the church has played a major
role in the devel ent of the nﬁtronal festrvals Priests

also take jpart in -the commimity development of
neighboring ar “in the publrc exchange over city
pollcres andlleglsl tion. |

In 1951 a-new.

Jigh Altar was erected in the:church | as
a memorial to Father Kettell; L

nd two_years. later an
organ with|more|than 3,000 pipes

divided. among three

manuals and pedals was mstallei d; The organ has 52 stobs :

* and each manual anmdepen entd rapason chorus »

. In 1971 ﬁre hrtl the church shortly ‘after the last Easter
Sunday Mass. The fire- was -confined to the.-basement
sanctuary, however:the church |was damaged by heavy
smoke and: the heat of the, bla; broke stamed glass
wmdows L i

{

>h was completed for tlhe

Restoratron work on the chur
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