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. By RELIGIOUé NEWS SERVICE
:5 Senator ‘George McGoverns suggestron for in-
‘. tErnataonal- military mter;ventron in Cambodra was a
/joltmg remmder of the w@dely reported horrors in the -
b Commumst ruled southeast

Lo . ATancountry
o _ Jolting, because the ‘South _

President i in 1972 on‘a- pIatform

of, ending United 'States in-

vdlvement in Indochina, was :

among those in the forefront of -

Amerrcans who v:gorously

opposed U.S. militaty dction in
_.Vretnam '

bodia: at a Senate Foreign
Relatrons Committee hearing

b ey R
g ' o on Aug:21,:by crtmg estimates |
1that .as many as 2 5 mrlhon of the country” s 7.7 million
ipeople have died of starvation, disease, and execution .
since the Commumst or Khmer Rouge takeover in
1975. : :

Insisting that military intervention should be
consrdered only in the most extreme of ciréunistances,
McGovern said: “This i§ the most extreme I've heard

;iappears to have died, this makes Hrtlers operatron
look tame.” :

" To him, what was reported to be happemng in
"Cambodra was “a clear case of genocide.”

!ﬁ | A similar appraisal of the situation-in what is now
‘called “Democratic Kampuchea™by its rulers has been
gtven by the American Jewish Comrmttee

. In its annual meeting last May, the committee
tadopted a resolution! which declared: “H published
reports of mass kﬁlmgsfm Cambodia by:its:*Communist ;
rulers are even oply partially true, then the scale of
murder in that small; tragic land, permitted in pursuit
of a*political end, approaches the enormity of the'Nazi
exterminations based on a myth of »r%acia}:-purity’.”

If the reports are true, the restllutlon added, “the -
¢ Cambodian regime is guilty of the lttmate vrolatron of
:_ human rights —-themass murder :tsowncmzens.

| Barher this: year agencres re resentmg xBntams
" Anglicar; - Roman -Catholic, 'Orthodox and -‘major -
Protestant Churches-issued a joint statement strongly
condemning the atrocities and v ol ons ‘of - human
nghtswhrch, thestatement said,. 31k OCCUring.in
Cambodra since 197 5. )

Smce then, the statement said] “between ‘one and
two million peoplé have been killed or have died as a
result of their treatment. .. . In ofder to build a new
society,’ the human rights of Cambodians are- bemg
systematically vrolated on a massive scale

: Rehgtous groups are not alone in condemning: what
former US. Secretary of State -Henry . Kissinger
recently described-as. possrbly 7§.e? most murderous
government in the world.’ ‘

i

Calling Cambodra the “worst |violater” ‘of human -

rights, President Carter has said that the U. S. cannot
avoid the mponsrb:hty of spealung otit "against’ the
Cambodran regrme : - } ;

“It is an obhgatron of every member of the in-
| ternational comimunity to protest the policies of this or.
i} any nation which cruélly and systematically violates
i 4! theé right of its people! to enjoy life and basic human«
R drgmtles ”the presrdent sard -

chhard C. Holbrooke assrsta t Secretary of* State
for East Asran Affai fore:a F :
Intematronal Commrtt_j
. e 4» ‘
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'sYstematrcally vniolated the? most basrc human

“They have ordered or perrmued extensrve ktlhngs

forcibly relocated tlfe urban ' population; brutally

treated supporters of| the prey ous g vemmen ; and:

e T e e B e A

Dakota Democrat, who ran for

| .
2McGovern raised:the issue- of -

of. Based on the percentage of the population that.

.Marclc} after: a.

't
{

The; State - partment officia‘l also noted that
“desprte constitutional guarantees of* freedom "of
rehgxon m: #)emocranc Kampuchea, “u efmed

sorhe reports hristianity and, Islam have f
bidden as “reactionary,” and the practice of Buddhism,
Cambodia’s traditional rehgron is pumshable 1 y death.

DerhoLrauc

Kanpuchea Yugoslav reporters said m
1. EWO-Wi it. .to: the- country,. is

governed by a sh ofleaders;] most ~of:-
whoin aré stdl unknown” to thé Cambodian’ people. -
Refugees from Cambodia refer;to the'ruling clique as
Angka Loeu, eOrgamzatnon on ngh ‘

_The reporters were the ftrst from Europe to be
allowed a more-oriless first- hand . look at howlife in
Democratic Kampuchearsberng hved ! -~

Y

They descrtbed a primitive Iand where there iS no
postal system,” no telegraph ‘traffic’ with foreign
countnes, and where communications often consist of
messages between vmages.

A four-page newspaper, (call“ed Reévolution, is
‘published in [Phnom Penh, the ‘virtual’ tghost-town”

capital, -only three ttmes a month “The prmcrpal in--
formation merhum is the. goklemment radio, which.
_broadcasts ' news,: commentanes £ ‘d revoluttonary

music. L

Some el entary schools Pave ‘beerr opened but
there are no. high schools, vocatlonah schooIs or
universities. | -

4
The Yug lav Journal!sts said xther pst“ intensive”
efforts of the Communist: leadership seeined 10" be

directed towards febuilding the extensive netwerk of

chkes and irrigation canals.

Mobrle work bngades of asl many as 20, 0 youths
labor in what the Joumahsts deseribed: appalling :
conditions — sleeping under open lean-tos «— building "
and | rebuilding dams, dtkes and the like.. Theyf are .
called: “voluhtary” ‘work. ,’ sald the
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(peasant) exploitation . .
regime.” He says he welcomed ithe, Khmer - Rouée
takeover of April 17,1975, as “the: only possrble means
of brmgmg Carhbed:aout of its mtsery

?MarmetCorps e e e f _

. under! tne*corrupt Sihanouk

Expelled wnth other forexgners a few weeks later

Father 'Ponchaud _has since spent his time studymg
Cambodial by listening to the official. radio;: reading
“official- documents and - interviewing hundreds of
' €ambedian: refugees. . !

R VR ‘-"‘}J‘Myk et R TR B vkt

His mmalahopeful assessment of thie new regime, he

| now admnts was woefully off base. ) :

, Whlle he,doesn't use terms - like "‘genocxde or “the
Asian Auschwitz,” they aré nonetheless as-a revrewer
noted his bottom lme ‘ _ é

Smce the F rench edition of his book was. pubhshed
in 1977, he. has done additional research: ‘and nJow ‘
estimates that as many as 300,000 polmcal prlsoners ,
have been executed.

He estunates that WO mrlhon have dxed of
malnutrition; dlsease rand forced labor. In* Father
Ponchaud’s view, - “The Khmer revolutlon is
nrrefutably the bloodlest of otr century »

It was reports like this t at prompted Senator 1:
McGovern to -ask -the , Senate * Foreign . Relatrons
‘Committee: hearing: “Is “any. thought being’ given of
sending in a force to knock this government- ut’
power?” ; ‘

-~ “Fm talkmg,” hc Sard “abqut an mternatronal peace-}
keepmg force, not-the United States going in ith the' |
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