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I remember being at a
ﬁrst mass; whenl I was a
seminarian. An old p{xest

haye never
forgotten his
words. He

. turned
the young
ordained; pr-
, iest and
o e repeated ; the
FrlShamon /-0 iOf
next Sunday’s first reading.
He 'said that God !(had
appomted priests to: be
watchmcn. Then ;| he
quoted the-fearful words of
Ezechiel, “If I tell- 'the
wicked man that he shall
surely die, and you do not
speak out to dissuade ‘the
.wicked man from his way,
he, the wicked man, Shall
dle for his guilt.” Then
came the frightening
words “but I will hold. you

S le..forlns death.”
Dantel put in deepest hell
those Who looked-onevil in
sﬂpnoe. ‘ -

Recently, 1 have been
meeting with ‘an ad hoc:
cgmmittee. regardmg
abortion in a hosgital in
my pdrish. We decided on
an educative program first.
So I drew up Conscience
Guxdelmqs for Abortion.

CIn ithe preamhle I used the:

words of Ezechnel to justify:
our “intrusion” in- this;
area. ‘So often the silly
rebuttal is made, “Don’t
foist . your morality on
others”— as though.
morality were of eour
making! “I will hold you.
responsible for  his
death”— to sit by and do
nothing is to become
guilty. The man who said,
“Am 1 my brother’s
keeper” was a murderer.

Space wﬂl not permit me
to give- Conscience
Guidélines in this article.
However, I shall outline
three. moral principles
given in the Guidelines.

Why is abortion wrong? .

It is wr
. not_ours. Therefore, we
-~ tannot

¢a
even create hair; much fess
life. Therefore we have no
right! to take life. The
mother of the Maccabean
martyrs encouraged her
sons to give up their lives
for. God, because he could
give hfe back tor them., “I
do not know,” she told
them?, “how you came into
existence in my womb; it
was not I who gave you
the breath of life ... it is
the Creator of the universe
who! shapes each man’s
begmmng ... he ;.. will
give you back both breath
and life.” (2 Mac. 7:22-23)

And: the Psalmist con- :
fessed the same: “You |
(God)- knit me in my .
mother’s womb.” (Ps.

139:13)

Principle I: Since only
God can give life, orily
God. has a right to take it
away.

Principle II: All who

- Umted tizen
wlmowmgly dWllfully. }

0

" nothing.”

Principle " III: The
~child must be

a person in thé

e moral law.

this

ends at d th. A bird is a
bird in the nest or out of it.

womb or out
of the womb) is only an
accident!

Who' can conc ive‘th‘e .
potential that i§- being .

destroyed by the over one
million abortions each year
in the United States. What
potential was in Him who
was conceived by the Holy
spirit and | born of the
Yirgin Mary!

“For evil to triumph,” "

said Edmund Burke, ‘it is
enough that good men do

‘ 1

knowingly and wilfully .

i
i _ approdch te our neighbors’
i H

il themmthlsfashlon ) ‘i

¥ penodxcals.

4 ECl'irisnan‘? It sounds &s. -
| though .we:Catholics. were*

1 the of niy-oncs;whoare right {

Jjand all others: are not!—.
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By Sarah Child . |

GN qn'C ath Oll ¢ ‘when referring to us.

'Your column “’I‘heSig'n
of Peace and Life” which

5 :appeared in! the Aug. 23

rissue s
k. excellent. 1
 like your

the reasohs

the peace
s:gn isa very
X ~xmpei“tant
i part: of “our
ice; Howevér

! | réligious ser
Rt dlsturbs me ‘to see the

term | “non-Catholic™..

B

Perhaps you could start
a movement in this day of
ecumenism to ehmmate
thns phrase. S ¥

Slncerely,

f

HCS : -

Dear HCS:

I agree! with youi about
the label “non-Cathalic.” It
is negatjve (in"sound and .
appearance cvenr wb@n not
m apphcatlon or. mte,ntlon.

In the, unstance you
referred to above | u$ed the-
desngnapon advisedly',
although I happened to

know the Protestant’
denomination of my
friend. BECAUSE she
lashed out at our ritual.of"
offering each other the sign
of peace I chose ot .to..
xdentxfy her denomination. -
To have done so seemed to
“me to be pointing to all
of her chm;ch as

ol ' .

“continue fo use. the term.

There .is -no-‘ather ‘word
h.!ch defines. ~exactly

JOF i
recnsely connétes - ‘the 7.

concept of such’ a Iarge, b
inexag tgroup

l

vxously we need an

:

in Catholgc

1 Couldn t they be—
"l referred toasPresbytenan, i
Hlew, ! ' Protestant - or |

“non-believers” " or non-
somethmg "

Lets take a posmye
rehgmps and stop- labelmg
I have read many a‘r-

ticles in | Protestaut
publications- and " have

never encountered . the-| |

words, “non-Protestant” | § - . -
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