 Catholic

‘shelter.

Bethany Hou
one of two.
from New York Clty

§
Because, in. )thegfw,ords of
writer Sidney - Callahan,
“women need to help produoe
new cooperative strategies,
new ways of diocese,” some
women in this
diocese have instituted
Bethany House at 169 St.

Bridgets Drive. .

Under the sponsorship of
.the .Rochester |, Catholic
Woétker;” Béthany - is ' for
women- who seck temporary
"Often they are

referred
agencies 4
some,
Joseph's H
according

Actually
begun_ by
was pastor
Bridget’s
Williams.

But mo)

by community

nd groups, and

Hguse

through St.
of Hospitality,
to Sister Kate

Vacth: and Jean Jesserer who
now run Bethany.

the center was
ister Claude who

assistant- at St.
and Charlotte

re women than

on the |porch, Mer cy Sisters Mary Ahlce O’Bnen Karen ]

\

|
|
i
!

those are involved. |

“Other Sisters come| in to
help,” said Sister Kate, “But
we also get personal support:
from other women who have !
stopped: to offer their ices.
And thé women hel often‘
become: our blggestr sup-:
poreers.

‘} hat kind of women are,
helped? Battered women,|
women; from Rape Cnsns,‘
young pregnant wpmen,
generally any woman with a’
problem in need of help*

“We | had to establish a
maximum stay of 14 /days,”|
said stter Kate, “because
women.who come here want |
to hve; here; they wgnt to!
stay.”

Although such a time limit-
may beé necessary, the staff
somctlmes extends the period

‘for women in particular need

of staying longer.

The center does not exist ,
- just for those in financial
dxfﬁculty “We also help

Kenrick and Kate Vaeth,gthe latter
ers, Jéan Jesserer, the other fulltlmer, and Lee LeCuyer a Cathohc Worker visitor
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| people with means said

. Sister Kate,  ;

+

The staff 1tise1f however,
receives no salary bey&nd
living allowang

But Sister Kate and Jean
Jesserer think beyond merely
physicz! or mat%enal matters.

“We feel pra&er isa part of PhOtOS by

life,"Sister Katé said. For tha
reason the center is planmng
to offer prayer meetings every
Sunday beginning in the fall.

Miss Jesserer, a senior at
Nazareth Coll..ge said that
the center alsd takes part at
discussion meetings held two
Fridays cach jmonth at St
Joseph’s Houselof Hospitality.

Bethany which tries to
avoid “the system” is casual in
its approach; as its brochure
describes the project, “A
service to women by women.”

Further information may
be obtained' by calling
Bethany at 454-4197.

Jean Jesserer cheeles tﬂe lar!de ; K

Text by Carmen"Ji.’Viglucci : 1
Anthony J. Costello
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