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. They
~have1'a huge
‘sur‘ri of
money from
. .the | Ameri-
can Enterprrse Institute to

 'do a five-year sthdy on

“empowering people.” One
can count on it, the

Dynami¢ Duo | which

. managed to. ‘garner an

immense amount of

" national publicity |off the

Hartford Statement (at-
‘secularist
theologians) will
this “mediating structures”
project of theirs into an
endless flow of statements
that will attract publicity -
like honey attracts t‘hes

here ere
problems with
| ic Duo:

1) You would think to
read their work that they
thought up all the ideas
they propound. Thus the
Hartford Statement has no
reﬁerence to those who
were fighting the Harvey
xes of the world while
the Boy- Wonder was
mqrchmg on picket lines
and Berger was preaching
the decline of religion.
Similarly, in their book
o Empower People: The
Role of Mediating
Structures in Public
Policy,” they propound the

other
the

". traditional Catholic social

doctrine of subsrdranty
without a single mention

of Jacques Maritain, Yves
Simon, John Courtney

Murray, John Ryan, Pius
XI' or Thomas Aquinas.
Their discussion of
American pluralism (which
they profoundly misun-
derstand) provides no
reference at all to the
political scientists and
socnologrsts who have
written about American

qurqhts in thurqy

BY MSGR. WILLIAM
- H.SHANNON

Conﬁrmatlon
And Baptlsm

Inseparé,ble

Last week we the
dilemma faced | by the
Confirmation Task Force:
Is Confrrmatlon a
sacrament of mmntxon ora
sacrament of maturity?
This article will detail,
briefly, how the Task
Force resolved this
dilemma.

The Task Fj;oroe in-
vestigated the practice of
the early Church and came
to the conclusion that for
more than a jthousand
years in the [Church’s
history the notion of
Confirmation | | as a
sacrament of maturity
simply did - not exist.
Confirmation belonged

 inseparably " with' Baptism
as an integral | part of
initiation into the Church.
This was especrally true in
the case of adults, but also
generally true in the case
_ of infants. Moreaver, it has
been the constarit practice

of the Eastern; Church,-

both Catholi¢ and Or-
thodox, from. the begin-
ning; as it still is today.

After the cighth century
the  rite - of Chrlstlan

Initiation.”. -was : “dismem-
bered for réasons that were
unfortunate but too
lengthy to detail’ here.
Confirmation began to
exist on its own.
Gradually, a theology
developed to = justify

: Conﬂrmanon as g.separate

sacramiént. This “soldier-of
Christ™ theology that
developed inyithe " late

middle:-ages” was the
forerunner -of "~ con-

"Infant

certainly be given to the
carliest tradition of the
Church, it is nonetheless
possible that Christian
experience and practice
can lead to a new
theological understanding
of the sacraments. The
Task Force did not un-
derestimate the possibility
of such development
regarding the sacrament of
Confirmation. Ultimately,
however, the Task Force
chose the theology of
Initiation .over the
theology of maturity as
normative in our day for
the understanding of

Confirmation.

What prompted the
Task Force’s choice was its
detailed study of the
“Praenotanda” (the In-
troductions) to the rites of
Baptism, Con-
firmation and the
Christian Initiation of
Adults. These
“praenotanda”,  which
express the theology
embodied in the new rites,
definitely opt for the
theology of - initiation as
expressmg the sacramental
meaning of Confirmation.
(The Task Force’s study of
the praenotanda is set
forth in its position paper,
which may be obtained by
writing to the Pastoral
Office.)

Since these new rites
represent the way we
celebrate the sacraments in
the Church today, it docs
not seem loglml for us to
use these rites if we do not
accept the theological
understanding ‘which they
embody. The Roman
Catholic Church, in the
way it now celebrates
Confirmation, understands
it as a rite of Initiation. If
,we areito , celebrate this rite
'with the Church, it would
_seem that we should accept
this understanding of
Confirmation. as a nor-

" mative theology for our -

we cannot catechizs ‘
people one way 309“‘

tion and n

" Conference of 440.

EERAL T L TE T e

lllurahsm fos
séyer:;d’

5 g
Dym,ggﬂﬁre

2) Not only do they not. |
refer to the w rk of others,
they also  conveni ntly
forget their own previous
writings about which they
have changed! their. minds.
In his “Sacred Canopy,”

Berger propou 1ded
confidently | and Even
dogmatically a doctrine of

seculanzatlonL-the de
of: religion m the fa
secular. values.
without a isingle look
backward his
shoulder, he observes that
rtrsfalsetoasSume thatin
the modérn world
allegiance tol institutional -
religions must perforce
decline. Pubhc pohcres :
based upon: that highly
questronable if | not -
patently false assumption -
will continue ta be
alienated from one of the
" most vital imensions in
the lives of many : ions
of Americans.” Religion is
now vital to millidns of -
Americans, Nary a |
reference to the |many
empirical soerologls who
argued with Berger and '
forced him to chan!he his :
nund t
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3) My brggest P oblem '
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COSMETICS—TOILETRIES

Stressed at Lambeth

5 Canterbury (RNS)
Roman Catholic opposition to
the: ordination of women was _
reaffirmed when the Lambeth
orldwide
Anglican bishops |discussed
the subject for three hours at a

session d bed as: historical
and wrthou parallel in the
istory.

conference’ 5!

Twenty brshops and five
observers spoke during the
debate but ino decisions or
votes were taken Discussion,.
however, revealed a division
within the Anglican Church
and other Churches and this
was expected to be reflected in
the conferencels final
document When it ends Aug
13

l

During the debete Irrsh
Bishop Cahal Daly of Ardagh
and Clonmdcnois spoke for
-the Vatican Secre}mat for
Promoting Christianjunity. -

He reasserted fr ly that
‘Rome opposes the ordination
‘'of women' and t}znd the
tradrtron on which Church
took its stand was unbroken
:and universal in East and
'West. It is a tradition so firm

. land decisive as not| to have

_ .needed r
* -defense, he said.

formulation or

[

Bishop Daly also reported
the anxiety of the secretariat
about “what seems |to be|a

prevailing tendency” to r¢;

lns Church’s position "as
unclear and somehow
,provrsronal ?
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tures (betweep the state
and the family) is surely a
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what it meansiis so shallow -
as to be dangerous, Like all ‘
true - belieyers, .the
Dynamrc Dup caricature
the 'good rde# they have
discovered. The most
SCrious w ess in their
new mediating structures
book is their discussion of
nerghborhoocL They have
clearly done no research on
neighborhoods, have
-apparently read none of
the literature on neigh-
borhoods and if they live
in nerghborhoods they are
certainly not sensitive to
what makes’ them tick.
Thus they tell us that it is
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3 tier serves up to 100, $29 PHONE
4 tier serves 175to 200, $45 482-1133
4 tier fountain cake, $80

3 tier whipped cream, custard filling
serves up to 100 $45 We Deliver
Decorator cakes, whipped cream & strawlvberry lemon, pineapple, custard
mlmg Y sheet, $5.00; V2 sheet, $8.00; full sheet $15.00; Decorator
akes, butter cream frostings, nalfl sheet $7.00; full shest $13 _
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“patently theicase . .. that P |
one of the; chief deter hotograp hy Stud:o FUR RATE ]
minants in shaping WEDD|NGS |NFORMAT|0N

from $99
Phone 244-3554 | CALL 4547050
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neighborhoods, - especially
in urban areas, is the
racism that marks
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- That assertron is just
plain false. Iﬂ there were no
racial problems at all in
America, there would still
be nelghborhoods and they
would be indistinguishable
from the mneighborhoods
we now have.

The Catholrc social
principle - ol" subsidiarity
does need to be revived (it

was mentroned neither in

A

DRUGS-COSMETICS-SUNDRLES
Portland Ave. at Norton

PHOTO FINISHING
2910 Dewey Avenue 865-2210°

agreement between the

Churches on the issue.

This ffree booklet tells
why every father
should make a will . ..
even if he’s young '
and healthy!

Sixteen pages, clearly written
and colorfully |l1|ustrated tell
why you should make your will
and how to go about it. Charts
on page 3 show vx}hat your heirs
can lose if you ie without a:
will. Page 5 discusses why you
need !a lawyer's help in drawing
up your will. PagLé 6 goes into
detail’ about how| to start and
what | to inciude] No father,
young or old, should neglect
his will. Maryknollis booklet
will cbnvunce youl’

Mall the eoupon for
your free coﬂy today!

k)

Free Booklet on Wl"S

The Maryknoil Fathers -
71 Jewett Parkwa
14214

Buffato, New Yor

(716) 834-6065
Dear Fathers:
Please send me your bookiet on making a will. |
understand there is no obligation.
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' This is not the case,
but the secretanat
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