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Memory Is
.-;:lee a
Jewel Box

So you are finally taking
on the little ones in your
parish CCD school. May

. God bless
you! I don’t
know 'the
texts you
will use but [
do hope
they will
include ' m-
emorizing
__C_l_ddl_ precious pr-
ayers and Bible passages.
Memory is a storehouse.
Prayers, Scripture
passages, poetry,
Shaksepeare— all are -
precious jewels to be stored
for use on many occasions.

er— n— Frequently, after the
¢ o ’ Communion meditation at
Anythlng GO es Mass, I invite the
;:on%}rlegatlc_)n tO‘ pray
ogether usi )
Scott Meckling and Pam Michalski rehearse and other Short prayors
their lines for the shqwmg of Cole Porter’s For example: O Sacrament
“Anything Goes™ staged last week by St. Most Holy: O Mary
Louis parish:in Pntts ord. According to Patrick Conceived without Sin;
B. Fox, parish Reh on Education coordinator, Acts of Faith, Hope and
more than 100 teenagers have been involved in | Charity, and 1 often in-
such projects over the past three years. The clude the prayer to our
project, 3 sald, has esulted in more young Guardian Angel. Do you .

By Father Paul]. Cuddy

my side, to lightand guard,
torule and guide.”

Praying thus has a
double purpose. First, it
reintroduces to our people

. the practice of aspiration

prayers which wére
common when many
Catholics were, indulgence
gatherers; and secondly, it
teqches these prayers to
children and to teenagers,
who rarely knowr}hem.

Recently, at Mass in
beautiful Caledonia where

I was supplying for Father

Morgan, successor to
Father Emmet Halloran, a
little -blonde girl' about
seven was in the front pew
loyally admiring her
brother, who was serving
that week. I said to her,
“Kay, if you learn the
Angel of God prayer
perfectly I will give you a
prize.” (I thought I had
brought a2 bundle of the
litstle grey prayer book,
Treasury of Prayers, which
has the Angel prayer along
with most of the prayers
every Catholic should
know, but I found I had
left them back in Webster.)
I typed out the prayer for
her and the next day she
appeared with .the prayer
memorized perfectly.

»

Sunday, Kay was at the
10:30 Mass, From the

lectern 1 explainéd how. I

. had promised her a prize

for learning the prayer and
invited her to the lectern.
She- marched up with
landable unselfconscious-
ness. The lector adjusted

the microphone. Kay’s tiny '
voice trilled throughout St.
Columba’s Church. The
angels surely smiled with
the congregation. A pretty
set of blue rosary beads
was presented. Kay tripped
back to her seat happy in
her accomplishment. _ '

Those who heard the
late beloved Bishop
Kearney speak at any
occasion, religious or civic,
admired the way he would
weave Bible quotations,
poetry, Shakespeare— and
also humor— to present
truth and life clothed in a
literary beauty which was
inspiring. Abp. Sheen often :
has spoken of memorizing
as “storing priceless jewels
to be brought out for use
on .apt occasions.” How
wonderfully he exemplifies
this art.

If I were working with
chiidren,- I would have
them fill their memory
chests with nursery
rhymes, Bible passages.
poetry and great prayers
treasured throughout the
centuries. The late Father
Daniel Lord, SJ, strongly

‘urged this for parents.

Children . do ‘- memorize
quickly (Kay memorized
her prayer in five minutes)
but they forget quickly
unless there is. frequent
repetition Hence,
memorize, review, renew
and inicrease.

To illustrate the
retentive powers of the
mind. Last week 1
celebrated Mass at a
nursing home in Webster
where the congregation are
mostly from 70 to 93 years
of age. Mass is celebraied
in the dining room. The
homily is an informal
dialogue. Since the Gospel
was on the parable of the
pearl of great price, I told
the story of Kay to
illustrate the memory as a
storchouse for precious
jewels. 1 asked, “Do you
remember any nursery
rhymes you learned as
children?”” A tiny Mary,
who is a delightful bit of
_unpredictable spice, called
out emphatically, “I
don’t.” “ O come, Mary,
P'm sure you do. Do you
remember Jack and Jill
.”. With a tremor -of
excitement, she took over:
“went up the hill to fetch a
pail of water. Then most of
the others chimed in. It
was over 80 years since
Mary learned that rhyme,
and nearly that for the
others. Yet, like pearls in
the jewel box, they had
retained and preserved it.

people. getting involved in the parish youth remember it? “Angel of

program. Below, members of the cast run wgg’mm{hsgualg:n ;mg

thm“gh el me here, ever this day be at
Achievers

“At NAJAC

Sixteen delegates are
representing the Rochester
Junior Achievement
Association at the National
Junior Achievers Conference
this week at the U;%versnty of
Indiana. d.

Over 3,000 achxevers from
throughout the U.S. and nine
foreign countries are at-
tending the seminars,
workshops and lectures with
business and . industrial
management reps from
- around the country.

The delegates are: Al
Alaimo and Ralph Azzarone,
Bishop Kearney; Michael
Brown, McQuaid; Larry
-Dunivan and Avis Glazer,
Pittsford-Mendon; Alfred
Pitts, Madison; Bill Yawman,
Bnghton, Lisa Baker, Edison
Tech; Marie Connolly,,Lmda
Jones Julie Schmidt, Kathy
Troidle, and Susan Vergo,
Our Lady of Mercy; Debbie
Henritta, Cardinal Mooney;
Amy Kichlighter, Jefferson;
and Jane Putt, East High.

Those who will be com-
- peting for the NatxonalOfﬁcer .

Diocesan  Coordinator: Sister Kstileen 1st and 3rd Sundays, 7:30 p.m.
Kircher, Pastoral Office, 1150 Buffalo Rd., Maureanagc. 359-2531
Rccbmer 436-5450. . o |

. St. Christopher’s ]
CHEMUNGSCHUYLER 3350 N. Union St., N. Chili
St. Mary ’ '

James Fannon, 352-5733
901 Deulur St., Watkins Glen SENECA-CAYUGA
leannette Fazury. 5354315

Contact Person; ‘
St. Patrick’s Betty Myers, (716)454-5015 or 2536387

* Clinton St., Elmira |

Loxine Reed, Kathy: anpulh SOUTHEAST REGION of the Year Award are Al
contact rectory, 733-6661 : ]
s"l"’;'w"':dﬁ":d‘;*' Alaimo, Marie: Connolly,
WIdOW!

UVINGSTONSTEUBEN (51257: :lun;boldt St., Rochester Susan Vel‘gO Linda Jones
St Agues 2nd and 4th Sundays LarrylnD#mvan, Alfred Pitts
% Proquct Sty A ' Rita Lowis, 482 nd Bill Yawman.
Ms. oot Emery, 465600 Sandy Crawford, 4736122 anc b o
orDorolhyP Welkch, 243-3624 .or Leo Naber, 334-6995 Mike Brown, Julie Schmidt

and Kathy Troidle | were

officers in Symmex, a JA-
Company counseled by

Cenacle Retreat House
693 East Ave., Rochester
Betty Mitchell, 467-1007

.St Pltrlek'lorsc ery |.Coniu
Ann Mn?e

B Thum d which-
SOUTHWEST REGION Gleason Works | an
mm. A Bur, 6984034 will be competing for National
‘ S Mo Rochester Company of the Year hpnors.
Ist and 3rd Fridays, 8 p.m. py

Sheila Dixon, 964-8310
+or Eart Nagle, 328-8844

TOMPKINS-TIOGA

Coinplete ?n
. Livinl mom

Ithaca
Meeting Jocation rotates

2nd and 4th Thursdays, 8 p.m.
Rose Sacan, 257-3375

YATES-ON'!‘ARIO-WAYNE :
St l-‘nlqh

"OW SL. Geneva
X P""u{'q 591 an

...additional reductions
on our regular low prices g
for a limited time only
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