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By MART]N TOOM]%S
Southem Tier Editor j

, Owego—Srsters Carol
- Wulforst and. - Kathleen

" Flaherty will be spendmg} the

A

. Ty

_mext year working' in one of

" the diecese’s poorest co ties, .

and also the diocesan county
. with the lowest percentaqe of
; CathOIlCS '

The two Sisters of Mercy,
“teachers at St. Joseph’s
School, Penfield, last year,
begaq a one-year com-
: mittment to work amongl the
‘poor of primarily ruzal Tioga
.County on July 5. With| the
'population only 7.3 percent
:Catholic, and with 64.2
.percent of county residents
considered unchurched, therr
'work :also will be mnmstry to
theunchurched

. Their pro;ect has been
‘made possrble through | the

French V1s1tor le
:encan Fnd

ByMARTlN TOOMBS
: Sonthem Tier Edltor‘

Cormng—Skateboardmg
on Fourth Street in

offbhxejeansandaT-s

only | his
accent gives away his French
natronahty i

Jean, a 12-year old from
Bordeaux, France, spent the
month of July with Joseph A
and Helen Bavisotto and their
children Michael and Mane,
parishioners of St. Mary’s
Parish. Mrs. Bavisotto noted
that they have enjoyed havmg
Jean, and said that they have
become supporters of : the
exchange program, zShe
encourages other families
open : their  homes to!| the
French students, notmgrthat
“f it’s anythmg like | our
expenence -they’ll never
forgetit.”

Mr;s Bavisotto said she was
surprised to find that they
were the only Corning family

. partrc;tpatmg in the prOgram

ated in the Rochester
|diocese by Stephen and Ahce
Murphy of Webster, : the
North Atlaiitic ‘Cultural
Exchange League brings

- States mh summer.

Cane~=DOIN

Thls. is Jedn’s thrrd trip

ta jthxs summer, staymg
Wi =agamﬂymWﬂhamson

Thennmersmn into English
IS an;| mportﬁnt part -of the’
rogxam 1S

inted outaddmgthat Jean’s
poker’f Enghsh unproved
z q lyt' dmng h]s Stay'

} RRERREN

Jean Luc Labat doesn’t look' .
. like only a visitor to
United. States. Dtessed,mL(l:lt:: g

and sporting a Los Angeles '

: i!)odgers batting helmet and a
scraped knee, from falls from
_ithe skateboard,

French students.to the United -

Co unty Has Many Poor, Unchurched

cooperation of the Troga
County Catholic parishes and
the Sisters of Mercy. (See
accompanying article:)

The sisters are being aided
as they begin their work by
Father Albert Cason,
Tompkins-Tioga Regional
Coordinator, and by Sister
Mary Kruckow and Father
Neil Miller, regional staff of
the Office of Human
Development. The sisters
have an office in St. Patrick’s
rectory in Owego, a central
point in the county.

Lacking specificprecedents,
they have no overall plan,
Father Miller "explained.
“They’re going to chart their
own path.” They shouid be
able to gét closer to the Tioga
County people, he said, than
he and Sister Mary Kruckow
could in their five-county
OHD mmlstry

Father Cason pomted out
t the project “fits in with
Bishop Hogan’s focus” on
efforts to reach the un-
churched.

He said that with
widespread parish respon-
sxthlrtles and the shortage of
clergy, priests ‘are not always
able to find time to work with
2 poor of their parish. He
that the sisters can be
ntact persons” workmg
wnth the powerlecs poor,”
he’lpmg to “give them the
stre! or power to change”
their situation.

During their first two weeks
in| Tioga County, the sisters
met, with local priests, sisters,
and Protestant ministers, and

th lowl social agencies, to
familiarize themselves with

community’s needs and
urces. They also began
door to-door visits. :

Jean Luc Labat, demonstrates his skateboard

technique on the Bavisottos’ front walk. Marie

Bavisotto is watching the family’s French

visitor.. - :
Reluctant to ‘speak English porting Michael Bavisotto’s.
when he first came, hebecame  Little League team during the
much more “ confident, she . playoffs, although he had
said. He also had difficulty at ver seen the game played
first with the American ac- before
cent, and American meanings

for words, Jean said, noting

that in France they learn
English as it is spoken in
England. ..

Talking abaut his stay in

Jean had some.
- difficulty finding words to:

describe -his: exgcnences ‘but
had less of'a problem un-
derstanding what others were,

- saying.

“Bavisotto |

{

l

Jean reported that he.
enjoyed his 'stay in Corning,,
especially “this family,” and|
the baseball basketball, -

and tennis.
beeame a. baseball .fan:

Ry

- - v‘&;*vwazm—&fa*«s ES

;'He found the Corning
Glass Center “very, very
good,” he said, and the
ockwell-Corning Museum
ery intéresting.” The latter
exhibits art and artifacts from

the old| American West, '

material not entirely new o

" him, he s said, as he has seen

shows onttclevrston about the
West '
As for American televrsron,
Jean said that he was sur-
rised (most when he
dtscovered that the Bavrsotto S
televlson has 13 channéls,
noting that in Francelthcre
~only| three. He also.said

are
»mg- g a.ta;r....oem t-»‘.hwme»;.

" Germany,

The visits have .been an
educational experience for
them, the sisters noted. “Some

people were very pelite,”
Sister Carol reported, but

others were not.

The sisters noted that they
expect that being sisters will
help them to get the trust of
those they want to help.

Sister Carol noted that
visiting the poor will “be the

‘biggest part” of theift work in

the county.

Stster Kathleeri reported
that they “hope to work
closely :with human
development committees” in
the parishes. They will be
asking the - committees for-
ideas for projects and. in- .
formation concerning

community peeds, she said, as | |
well ‘as for their assistance in ‘

carrying out projects.

s Baseball, -
Cornmg Famlly

that French televrsxon doesn’t
have game shows and that
American television also has

- many more cartoons.

" While he has. found that
American food “is not like
- French food,” Jean said that
" he likes the food he has had,
including that served at
Mclbonalds He pointed out

g that! breakfast is' different in
: Erance, at home, he said, he

would have milk, coffee, some
read and butter and possnbly
some pastries.

Jean who attends a
boardmg school run by
Vincentian fathers 10 miles

: from his home, reported that

ic began taking English
essons when he was nine, and
also takes Latin. In two:years,

“ he will be able to drop Latin

take Spanish instead, but

-'for the future, he plans to
. continue his study of German,
-~ with: the goal of becoming a

German language teacher.

He liked best his stay in
he said,
pronouncmg it “a good
country” where he *“had
plenty of friends.” He stayed
with ‘a family in Alhen, near
Dusseldorf.

Mrs. Bavisotto reported
that Jean had responded well-
to the pressure to | speak
Enghsh pointing out thaf no

one in their family can speak
French. She added. that
langauge was never really a
problem.

Mrs ‘Bavisotto satd that
Jean’s visit “has been a :

wonderful- experience: for all ;'

of us.” “Hes just been §0°

adapt ble, she said, addmg
‘that , he has-- shown .anx’
awareness of the m of »
others that she found sur-
pnsxng ina 12-year- old]

She also noted tl}a
experience: has'been good for

thelrchlmrcn’swwe-wv { &t-:nq»-“% K
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Father Cason pointed out
that “they’re not here to do
the work of the human
development committees™ but
to supplement it.

Sister Kathleen noted that
they also hope to improve the
availability of emergency food
and clothing. Some efforts are
being made, she noted, but
they hope to coordinate ‘them
to provide services for the
entire county She emphasized
that she an} Sister Carol will

inot to duplicate
exrstlng semces

Other responsrbrlmes listed
in the job description prepared
for the sisters are to educate
parishes concerning |poverty
in their areas, to make
themselves personall‘ known
to those in need;.to
rp the count

completed the.

' Auburn-- ‘The word
.parochrahsm should go out of
iour vocabulary as' parishes
ilook beyond their boundaries,
jexplore theéir resources and
jexpand their mmlstrles to all
tpeople. This is an age of faith
1in which allare called to strive
;singly  and co#lectwcly
‘to»Wards Church Ifl there js
jone theme that |calls us
{together, it is that qur vision

*ll'l

:grow,” said Andrew Malloy,
loutgoing chairperso of the

.| Diocesan  Pastoral | Coungil
the-

{(DPC).- Ma}loy addr
ICayuga Seneca egional
]Assembly during a| Mass of

Alphonsus here

- Auburn-Geneva:
Mary Ann Ginnerty
294%: South Street Rd.
Auburn, N.Y. -

(315) 253-2171

‘munity leaders and social

A Mas§ celebr ted in a park by Father Thomas
Waits, ‘co-pastor of St. Patrick’s, Owego,
h’s week-long summer
religious education program July 21. Ninety-
three students articipated in the program,
‘ reported Sister| ] Miriam. Nugent, ‘who coor-
dinated it. Their families were invited to the “final
Mass and refr hments afterwards,

Cay Sen Reglon

, ‘Mary’s,
+of the Church will expand and

Thanksgtvmg, July 8 at St.

by attending parish functrons :

‘and to make referrals to &oclal

.agencies. ;
Sister Carol commented
that they will “have to

evaluate ourselves” ai the
year progresses. They plan to
keep logs of activiti¢s inieach
parish, and also are recording
the results and impressions
from meetings with |com-

agencies.

During the year, the ilsters
will be responsible directly to
Father Cason, as regional
coordinator, but they-alsb will
report to the pastors| and
parish councils sponsoring the
project, to the regional QOffice
of Human Development|staff,
and the Si
11}

Au» 11 n

Gordinier, St Patnck ato;
and Father Hubert, OFM, .

.chaplain at Mercy Hospital.

In other regional |news
three newly elected officers
for the assembly will| join
Barbara Arthut this |year.
They are John Williams (St.
Patrick’s, Cato) president;
Mary Ann Ginnerty (St.
Auburn) |vice-
president; and Maureen
Pacitto (St. Patrick’s, Seneca
Falls) secretary. Mrs. Arthur
will return as treasurer.

) T»he,hext regional assembly
is scheduled for October|17 in
Seneca Falls. :

Gerould’s
Pharmacies -
# S.MainSt.and
Church & Hoffman
~° Elmira 8

Delivery Service -
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