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A group of Cathohc lay
persons has " just an-

“nounwd e launching of a

“Committee
for the
Responsible

‘ r.Gresley o ldwide
actm they observed
 that given the tremendous

importance of the papacy
as a position of moral and
religious leadership, it is
astonishing that there
never has been such a

wmmttee before.

" Spokesmen for the

" committee referred to an

| -about-to-be-published wo-

rk, “The Inner Elite:
Dosslers of Papal Can-
didates” (Sheed Andrews
and, McMeel) which
profiles the active members
of the College of Cardinals,
from which the next pope
will be -selected, and
analyzes their positions.
Onemethodthccomtmttee
will use to provide in-
formation is through its

“Conclave Confidential,” a .

monthly newsletter giving

I

‘scenes -information
‘the Vatican.

1

topwdandbehm

1 have| no quarrel iwit
their point about| : the
importance of the papacy.
It is the| most influential
religious leade]rship
position 1n the world: But
the ¢ ttee ou, t to

half :
millennium the bishop of
Rome was elected by the
clergy and laity of the city
of Rome. At a later date,
the German - emperors
(most of whom at that time
were called Otto) in-
tervencd, o take over
control of the election
process, lbecause the vote
of the Roman laity had
been usurped by the most
powerful of the aristocratic
Roman ' clans (Colona,

Orsini, etc.). lay
emperors were ?:E:nahs
perhaps, but pio bar-
barians interested in
reform of the papacy. Even
those - monser atnve
Catholic historians who in
principle disapprove| of the
“Otto Cannection” have to
admit that it v

beneficial influence jon the
Roman Catholic Church.

that ting:e, dukw and

princes ~have repeatedly .- |
co! themselvesswith
the - out -of fpapal

elections. |At one election
Catholics; would rather
forget,themeffable Cesare ;
Borgia (Orson. Well,es in
the movie, if | you:

remember) controlled all, |

but two electors' by
bribes). As recently as the .
begmmngl, of this century,
the emperor of Austria
suoossfully exercised his

-ancient right to vetor a

cand;datcj who was close to
the necessary two-thirds
plus one majority. This
particular veto ' was’
outrageous, but the em-
perors had gained' veto
rights precnsely because
they claimed that, they
were acting in the name of
the "Christian people to
defend the papacy from

“the folly of cardinal

electors.

So the committee is in .
fact following an ancient '
and sometimes honorable
tradition. The uniqueness
is that its members are not
kings, emperors, princes,
dukes or Orson Welles.
They are “rather.
professional men and
women concerned about
the church and convinced
that the selection of the
next . head of world
Catholicism .is too im-
portant to be lefg to hasty
last-minute decisions made -
by a group of elderly men
suffering from jet lag.

It is no accident that
they have begun their

controi encychcal
“Humanae Vitae,” a
document which has

Catholicjlaity all over the
world d which was
issued -without even the

pretcnse“ of understanding

the expérience of marital
intimacy; of the Cathohc
faity.
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Pope | Paul and his
advisers) should not be
surprisé attheappearanoc
of the committee (which is
suppom'hg no candidate
but only -seeking. to raise
 public discussion of the
| issues). If you make critical
decxsno s which will
enormously influence the
life. of the laity and ignore
those laity in the process of
making |the decision, then
one of) two things will
happen:| Either the laity
will leaye the church or
they will do everything in
their wer to see that
,nothmg like that ever

hap again.

In th next two weeks
there are going ito’ be
celebrailons all around
the worﬂd — engmeered by
Rome |— of the ~an-
niversary of the encyclical.
It’s kind of like celebrating
the anniversary of the
sinking | of the Titanic.
Most jof the people
engaging in this hollow
applausé know that more
than four-fifths of the laity
and cjlergy reject the

work on the 10th an-»
mvensarjl of "the birth

affected] the lives of.

tméhing of the encyclical,

that the hierarchy has
chosen not to attempt to
enforce it and that it has
been a shattering blow to
both Catholic religious
practice dnd the world
prestige of the papacy. Still
they politely applaud.

Many Catholics realize
that the encyclical may
have been based on a
serious misunderstanding
of Catholic natural law
theory and a total
misreading of the
biological evidence about
the nature of human
sexuality. They also know
that the pope convened a
committee of experts from
all over the world to find if
there was a way to modify
the church’s traditional
stand. These experts
agreed overwhelmingly
that there was. Then the
pope, given the way out he
had been seeking, finally
succumbed to the pressures
of Vatican politics and
rejected the advice of his
OWTI eXperts.

The Committee for the
Responsible Election of the
Pope is a reaction to that
kind of papal decision-
making. On the basis of its
public statement, it is not
concerned specifically with
birth control and intends
no criticism of Paul VL. It
merely says that the
selection of the pope is too
important to be left to
backstage Vatican
politicians. Its appearance
ought to hearten church
authorities for it is

evidence that many people
snll mre
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%“5@ re more
than an
Appliance

Included are seni
residences and a
health-related facilities and
homes offering skilled nur-
sing. Anyone intefested in
obtaining a free coées should
send a self-addressed stamped
envelope to NYAHA, 111
Washington Ave.,
Albany, N.Y. 12210

or to

20%

Discount on Photo

Restoration during

the month of July
Our photo restoration
service can repair the
damage and gjve you
as many copies of the
restored portrait as you
want, in the sizes you
want. L
Bring us you} family
ptctures . and we’ll
provide xpert
restoration that, Wlll be
treasured | for
generation to come
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