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By FRANK AND SUE
. STAROPOLI

© We mn’t create an alive, |
loving, - serving parish .
commumty if its families :
are - indifferent. Nothing '

pecnsmn- about ~ having

ore children, lonliness, - ?
the. need for Better housing ‘
lmdthe '

can be achieved at a broad . f
community level that is - ;i , :

not already a reality in the ; | Ina way that transcends

basic communities — the ; pious phrases, Gospel |

values apply to every .
situation. People rarely
truggle with theological f
!;ssues directly, but often i
1§truggle with -everyday ‘
issues  as though

familiess — of a parish. |
Imdvertanﬂy, though,Awe‘
tend to fall into the trap of
focusing on individuals or -
groups. of . md1v1duals'
{youth, mothers the
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elderly, étc). . While at; “theology” doesn’t apply 3
times this is necessary, ithere. - ;
over a peflj‘iod of years we: ; l .
would find "that the. :

majnty f o progams 4 e » ot o

actually divide families, There is ‘an_ assumed working through them, ¢laim it as your owri. We We d_ong intend to treat ith theological issues, for

rather than drawing on the i " ThiS “principle has to be need you —your here the| sociological or ‘example °£1 ight be  im.

‘Strengths and serving the’

needs of families as
families, We would find
our most “committed”

families . broken into
different
service — omne. person on
the Council, another on
liturgy,. another in the folk
group, . etc. In searching
‘out talent for particular
functions,’ we would seek
individual§ to serve other
individuals. This approach
tends
strongest . families and
further: disrupt' the famﬂy
life ,of those we're at-:
temptmg to serve. ’

Were suggesting a set,

cf pnnclples for family
inl a parish which

would notionly help avoid

such a tragic -irony, but
which will foster a parish;
commumty renewal ansmgi
out of | ;the renewal of . its,
basic |component, ‘the:
family.. -

First and foremost.
always: must be an af-
firmation of our faith: We:

" . are children of a loving’

God. Jesus is our Lord and-
Savior ;jand Brother. The!
Holy Spirit is in.charge.

These are not pious
phrases. It is only when we
are aware-of these realities
of our faith that our
“work” can be kept in
perspective — that we can
truly be instruments in His
work. | These . truths are
always appropriate  for
what © they say about
ourselves and those we
.intendto serve: We aré onée
Body of essentially equal
people; we and all others
are created in His: image;
we are saved, but need to
affirm:that in ene another;
-.we need to be carefully
prayerfully discerning
, every- step of the way; His
Word is ever new and lives
#in us and: all others. These
i kinds ‘of affitmations of
< ourselyes and; others are
* gssential ' in all that we
, undertake.

through

evenings of

‘to disunite the.

kind
totalness
dedication to the L
Either implicitly, .
sometimes explicitly,

us as young lay
went through a d
making process at one

religious life. Ulti
we made a decision
on a self-judgment that we
weren't holy enough| or
weren’t worthy enough or
couldn’t live a celi
lifestyle. So we were
married — or stayed si gle
Not many of us ck hose
matriage orthesmgle te
as one would choose|the
priesthood, with a sense of
call from the Lord, a s¢gnse
of total, faith-filled
dedication. We just Tgot
married” or “stayed
single.,” ~

As lay peaple, we need
to be reminded that ¢ach
and every moment of] our
*lives is sacred, is to be seen
in the context of a
vocation, is to be seen|as a
time for ministry. We| can
clearly see that a priest
receiving a call from
someone at 2 am. is
responding to his callfas a
minister. So, too, ar¢ the
parents who arise inm the
middle of the night to
comfort a crying child. A
sister caring for the elderly
is no different fronF us

caring for our parents, We
need to see our entire|lives

as moments of call.

We resist this message.
It’s a demanding one! We
delight in the thought that
our d1sh~washmg, home-

call; but we also be

/

proclaimed loudly and
clearly by parish staff and
leadership at every op-
portunity - including on
Vocation Sunday.

Once this is understood;-

people respond to parish
needs spontaneously
because their un-
derstanding of family has
been expanded. When we
hear the call to minister to
one another, then our
priests are truly freed and
empowered for the kind of
leadership that is essential
to their vocation.
Shepherding an alive
community is far ditferent
from trying to tend a
lifeless flock.

Families are their own
greatest resource.

Every family. has needs

and _ strengths. Quite un- -

consclously, we tend to
categorize communities
into families with one or
many  problems, and
families which are solid.
The most broken family
has gifts to share; the most
“together” family has

crying needs.

" Henri Nouwen writes of
the authonty of suf-
fering.” Once families
experience trial or tragedy,
they-have the authority to
speak to that situation.
The experience ~ itself
confers a knowledge and
privilege which others do
not have.. A widow of
several yeafs has more

authority in speaking to a _

recent widow than would a
very intelligent, well-
intentioned, sensitive,
happily mamed person. A
family which has just lost a
job will listen intently to a
family whish survived a
year of unemployment.
The Divorced Catholic
Groups in our diocese are a
prime example - of the
importance of this prin-
ciple: a recent divorcee
listens to one who has
lived through the trauma.
who ‘doesn’t have -to

‘model:

brokenness — your
reconciliation — your pain
— your awareness of how
difficult it is to be healed. I
look upon you as a_ great
renewal group in our
Church.”

Again, this principle has
tremendous  implications
for parish leadership.
Naturally there are
situations where * this
doesn’t apply. But the
focus is not so much
“doing” for families, as
being a cCatalyst, a
Tesource, helping people to
see their potential to care
for others, their call as
‘Christians, providing the
structures and op-
portunities for people,
families, to minister to one
another.

Family . happens

_whereveér:+ people -are .

gathered together in a
loving relationship.

As a Church we still
tend to think of family as
the traditional nuclear
‘ middle income,
white, 2.4 children, and the

‘like charactensﬁcs. But
-growing numbers of people
. don’t . f' t - thxs stereotype.

‘because:

moral implications of this.
We simply want to foster a
broader understanding for
the sake of family ministry,
too many
presently: tend to fall
through the cracks in our

-efforts te serve families:

single parent families, low-
income and poverty-level
families, childiess couples,

"separated‘ and divorced
_people with or without
- children, | i black families

with thegr unique cultural
needs and strengths, older
couples or widowed
persons Iwhose children
have grown and left. These
are - allIfaxmhes and a
‘comprehensive family

mlmstry must be conscious .

of them {

Fmally, family ministry
must be'grounded in the

reality of | people lives.

Here 1§ a dual challenge
to be sensitive listeners to
the needs of families as
they exqerlence them to

address | these issues
directly and
knowledgeably with a faith

perspective.,
J

Families’ most pressing

. concerns; could be the

rtant, but seldom seems

?relevant to an unemployed
Jbreadwinner, or when a
family is facing the trauma
icaused by a teenage
pregnancy, it’s difficult to
jcare where an official
lagency stands on hunger in
iIndia.* We need to help
families see Jesus in every
isituation of everyday life,

the : major trials, the

{overwhelming joys and the
{humdrum routine. We

need to articulate our faith

{in language that brings His
ilove alive for. us in the
{midst of the very concerns
jthat fill our days.

These  principles are

jcertainly not novel. In a
iserise they are utterly
iobvious, fundamental. In

jour sophisticated, complex
itimes, thou

gh, we — as
Church <= "tend" to brush
over the basics. These

Ikinds of principles are
|“assumed,” so much so

that we tend not to discuss
|them or measure our
{ ministry against.them, Our
{faith can be so“assumed”
|in our furious activity that

it becomes virtudlly
“subsumed” by that very"

{activity.

Butelezi, OM.L,
; Archepiscopal See of
‘Bloemfontien,

Juspax

‘A ‘Healing
Church’ In
S. Africa

- On April 27 of this year,
our Holy Father, Pope
Paul promoted the bishop
of Umtata, South Africa,
the Most Rev. Peter John
to the

South
Africa. The new ar-

- chbishop is an African of
‘the Zulu people, and was

‘consecrated a Bishop in
'1972. He has been the
ibishop of Umtata since
[1975. ‘He speaks' English,

. continu¢ to tear South

Africa apart Archbishop
Butelezxs appointment is
just one cxample of this

' healing ! mission of the

Church in South Africa.

If wejwere to choose a
prayer of healing for South
Affrica’s lproblcms in these
times, we would use these
of Cardinal Laurian
Rugambwa, writtén when
he was the Bishop of

Rutabo,;Tan’zania:

“It is fthe custom of my
people always to accept

gifts with both hands in

order to show ‘that we

> consider the gift so
precious that weé want to

hold it carefully and with

g great lgve.- For almost a

hun years we have had
a|gift o' precious-that we

| self-improvement is.all the
 African asks. We' have
| learned from Christianity

that we ‘have a place of

| dignity and self-respect in

the . brotherhood of

| mankind and we are
1 anxious to ajsume it. In
i some . parts of

Africa; this
has already been achieved,
It is reasonable to believe
that it will also be achieved

i throughout Africa as more

of our peopie .develop the

4 reqms:tee of leadership.

“That we  have

“progressed as far as we

have is, due directly to the
missionaries- ~who came to

years ago. W hey: haye
done for. matennl
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" "The call, see that some values we . painstakingly explain what .| | Afrikaans, French, Italian, . hold it] best when our - 1mportanee by- what f:s_theyl ;
| Baptiém compels and have are called ‘{into - it's like, hstens -without the, iGerman, Zulu and . hands are clasped in | have dome for his-soul. |
g empowcrs cach and every question. Is our lifestyle barrier, of, “*What would Sesotho.- N prayer. |1t is_the- gift of And what they’ have done i
o0 »l | persori to total dedmtnon simple and _you know?” Tremendously . Chnstla ity, first.given to . | for -his * 5
g b ftothegLord f | materialistic? Are we living hcalmg and renewed hope The ' Church of South us by the White Father in | nobility"o :
I | signs of the risen L "is -taking place in these | | Africamust be describedas’ 1892, and it has chdnged ;
(it O our neighbors, our fellow groupé because people are [ {'a ‘healing Chuich, binding: purhv' :
1 & “workers? Do we sharg our . niSH g other. | | iup the wourids.of divisions | ¢ 1 f
It home; oggpossessxo and ; ; :hamd and., f hig .
g;@ : . our talénts‘freely” w:th; e
i»%%’; ; anyone whoasks? - :
2 ‘?:7‘;‘] We're- dwelling or this . people,. his: mam e;sage
i) because we have seen over was not, “Whatc;n e:do:
| are eq and :over again- the.dif- uat --
i ht Unforhmatel ferénice it makes in the
»;.?jgj;j‘ ' lives "of *_people . {(and
ggi.t:;!éé«'} cin i et
!'~1§4 '
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