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Vatican
City.^The
wholehearted interest of
the Roman Catholic
Church in the forthcoming
United Nations-sponsored
International Year of the
Child (IYC) was emphasized by Pope Paul at a
meeting here with U.N.
officials.
The pontiff held a
special audience, June 26,
for Henry R. Labouisse,
the American executive
director of the U.N. International Children's
Fund (UNICEF), the
sponsoring agency, and
with John Grun, director
of the IYC Secretariat in
New York.
The Year of the Child,
set for 1979, is intended,
among other things, to
persuade countries around
the world to streamline
existing programs for the
welfare of children and to
add new ones.
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Pope Paul praised the
work of UNICEF on
behalf of children around
the world, but emphasized
that the Church would
continue to
refuse
cooperation with programs
that supported contraception or abortion.
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"We wish to state at the
outset," said the Pope,
"how much we appreciate
the great good that
UNICEF has'done over
trie years for the children
of the world.
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"We have wholeheartedly supported all your
worthy activities, aimed at
providing for the basic
needs of children, while at
the same time, we have
repeatedly expressed our
disassociation from any
involvement in projects
that may directly or indirectly favor, contraception, abortion or
other practices that do not
respect the supreme value
of life."
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(A UNICEF aide in
Rome
said
the
organization does not
sponsor any programs for
abortion. She said,
however, that in some
nations, where the
government approves,
UNICEF has been
working on family
planning programs.)
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The Pope continued:
"With regard to the International Year of the
Child, it had been the
Concern of the Holy See
that such an event should
not be the occasion for
rpultiplying initiatives that
would have no direct,
bearing on the welfare 6f
children.
'
T h e Holy See is pleased
to note that the sanjie
poncern has bee|n
infested by the General
Assembly of the United
Nations in determining the
general objectives of the
pfC, which speak of
[enhancing the awareness
pf the special needs pf
children on the part of
decision-makers and the
public,' and which ajdjvocate 'sustained activities
for the benefit of
children.'"
i

The pontiff went on to
idecry abuse and exploitation of children,
(especially sexual abuse of
children for money, and
jstressed that youngsters
must be raised in homes
where the parents aire
married.
"Despite technological
progress," he said,(
"children still suffer and
die from lack of basic
nourishment, or as victims
of violence and armed
conflicts that they do not
even understand. Others
are victims of emotional
neglect There are people
who poison the minds jof
the young by passing on to
them prejudices and empty
ideologies. And today,
children are exploited even
to the point of being used
to satisfy the lowest
depravities of adults. iA

despicable aspect of this
exploitation is the fact that
it is often controlled by
powerful forces motivated
by financial gain."

Pope Paul returned to
the theme . of abortion.
"Extending our gaze still
further over the world
situation," he said, "we see
that there is another
harmful discrimination to
which the child is subject
and which would worthily
engage the full attention of
the IYC. In our time, some
people consider the child a
burden] and a restriction on
freedom, rather than the
living [expression of the
love of parents.

"Others deny to the
child the fundamental
right to have a mother and
father united in marriage.
"But all society must
vigorously reply that the
child indeed has the Godgiven right to be born, the]
right to be born into a
normal family.
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handling them as criminal
offenses
The agreement was signed
by the city's corporation
counsel for the police
departmatf and lawyers1 for
71 women who said they had
been repeatedly beaten by
husbands and were
police and Family
Court rJrotectipn. The court
action is still pending and is
unaffected by the agreement.
"This is the first official
recognitiiion t>y any law enforcemept agency in New

York

wife assault is

serious and pervasive,*'; said,
Laurie Woods, a lawyei-for
the women. She said battered
women are now "Officially.
entitled to tne same, pofieer
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Natural Family Planning
Classes have been scheduled
for Wednesday, July 19, at
7:30 p.m. at S t Joseph's
Hospital;in Elmira and for
Tuesday,; July 25 at 7:30 p.m.
at S t Louis Church in Pittsford. Certified instructors are
Nick and Beryl Iven for the
Elmira class and BUI and
Bobbie Jackson for Pittsford.
The $20 fee includes the cost

of (three sessions, N F P books,
and supplies.

couples in Elmira and six
couples in Pittsford.

Engaged and married
couples who have decided to
use NFP are asked to register
for the class by calling the
Ivens at (607) 594-2380, or by
calling . the NFP office in
Rochester at (716) 464-8705.
Registration is limited to four

The Glory of Yahweh, a
charismatic prayer group
which meets at the
Motherhouse of the Sisters of
St. Joseph, will be led in
celebration of the Eucharist
by Father Jerome Robinson,
OP, on July 24.

Charismatics

"It would be a form of j
contradiction if, on the
occasion of the International Year of the
Child, activities were to be
promoted, whose inspiration and purpose were
to make children less;
welcome, or even to
prevent them from being
born into society."
"The child," the pontiff
insisted, "must be viewed
as a child, as a human
person, and not simply as a
potential adult The child
has the right to the integral
development of his or her
personality."
That is why, he added,
"the role of the family is
irreplaceable . . . since the
child cannot be understood
and assisted apart from the
family, which is the first
educator towards physical,
psychological, intellectual,
moral and religious
development."
Pope Paul said he hoped
that services for children
would! be expanded and
improved. He expressed
special concern for poor
and handicapped children,
saying^ "We are confident
that such programs will
give particular priority to
the needs of disadvantaged
children, the physically
and mentally handicapped,
those abandoned and those
in speical situations of
distress and suffering."

Go to your Bcrtcnrua .
dealer and teat^KJe the Bata- purc$KtM» iiweequiied and you
s e e o V t b e present to win. Oi
vus MoF&d.Thwn register to
course.ii yoa do decide to buy,
win a free one-week trip to
you r e a winner, win or loss.
Bermuda for two, inctod&g
all lodaia&mrals.cmdoiiiai*
from NewYork. To <|Ual% far
the drawing on Aug. I$« take
your test mn anytime before

Europa Motor Bike
691 M o n r o e A v e n u e , Rochester, N.Y. 14607

The pontiff also noted
that various Church
organizations
are
preparing to participate in
the IYC.
"The Church," he said,
"holds a speical interest in
children. Above all, Christ
identifies the child with
His own persdn: 'Whoever
recieves one such little one
in my Name, receives me;'
"For the Catholic
Church, therefore, service
to the child is not a
transitory goal, but rather
a permanent task invested
with dignity and enduring
priority."

Beaters'Face
Arrest in New York
New York (RNS)--New
York City's Police Department has agreed to arrest men
who beat their wives when
there is reasonable evidence
, that they committed the
crime. '
I '
The agreemejnt reached in
an out-of-couft settlement
does not change the existing
law, but Recognizes that in
;pracfice>? in the' past, married
women in assault cases have
beep treated differently from
. unipaTT^^onfen,* according
< to a: corporation counsel.
) J " ' • .1 " '••
r- Jfpliee have commonly
'handled?'.'.'assaults- in'."wife-'
':bean^^cases4 by . tr$tig 4 o
recolcile the parties or
'mediating, rat-herV * than v

NFP Classes Scheduled

protection as other victims of
crimes.
Corporation Counsel Allan
G. Schwartz said he and
Police Commissioner Robert
J. McGuire helped develop
the agreement because the
suit represented a situation
"involving serious personal
and civil rights]

(716)473-4845

This free booklet tells
why every father
should make a will . . .
even if he's young
and healthy!
Sixteen pages, clearly written
and colorfully
illustrated, tell
why you should make your wi
and how to go about it. Charts
on page 3 show what your heirs
can lose if you die without a
will. Page 5 discusses why you
need a lawyer's help in drawing
up your will. Page 6 goes into
detail about how to start and
what to include. No father,
young or old, should neglect
his will. Maryknofl's booklet
will convince you!

Mail the coupon for
your free copy today!

do

(716) 834-6065
Dear Fathers:
Please send me your booklet on making a will.
understand there is no obligation.

The agreement stipulates
that the police department
must send one or more officers to respond to every
woman who reports a wifebeating comprint If there is
reason to believe ^criminal
assault.has been committed,
the police must arrest [the
husband or locate him- if he
has kftthe premises.
i
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-—,Booklet on Wills
rFree

The Maryknoll Fathers
71 Jewett Parkway
Buffalo, New York 14214
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