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‘Wednesday, June 21, 1978

. to “the chief Shepherd™ of the flock. In order at this

© his teacher.”

. sent, as apostles. to preach the Gospel of salvationl.

On Service to Hum

Following is the text of the address glven by Pope
Paul to the bishops of the mld-western ‘United States.

Venerable and dear Brothers in Chrlst,

. i

“God 50 loved the world that he gave m5§0l1|Y
Son, that whoever believes in him may not dig, bu
may have eternal life. God did not send the Son into
the world to condemn the world
but that the world might be
saved through him.” t

Today brethren, by your
presence at the See of Peter you
- solemnly attest by “word an
_action that you firmly beheve lg
- Jesus Christ the Son of God ang

that your ministry is dedicated to
his work of salvation — thg
salvation -of the world. You have
come, as bishops of the Catholi¢
Church, in order to celeE‘)rate in

special way the communion o
this universal Church. All of ug
together are gathered .in the Holy Spirit; our pastoral
meeting is placed under the sign of absolute fidelity

is fitting for us to look up to him who sa I have
life. and have it to the full.”

Jesus Christ.! the Good Shepherd, remanls forever
the exemplar of all our pastoralactivities. We are his
disciples. and "ﬁt is enough for the disciple to be like-
Our ministry is patterned on| his. We
have been sent to carry on. in his name and by his
power. the work of God's only Son. We have beer;

moment 1o have a deeper insight into our %wission, it
y

10 proclaim life in Christ. and finally to!lead the
human family to the fulness of eternal life..Since, in
God's plan. the whole person is called to eternal life
and this life is already begun on earth, our ministry
necessarily involves service to human life in it
entirety. : '

We wish [today to speak especially about life: to
"assure you ajl of our closeness 1o you in the splendid
efforts. the dJustained efforts. the united efforts, that
you have made on behalf of hife. precisely in order to
be faithful {0 your calling as shepherds of God’s
people in the States of Ohio. ‘Michigan and Min-
nesota. By reason. moreover. of the sohdarity of
unity. responsibility and merit that hnks the entire
hierarchy in your country in this crucial matter. we
now address our words not only to you. but also to
all the bishops of the United States — as we did
during the “ad limina™ visit of the New York bishops
last month, and as we intend. with God’s help, to do
in the future. \

We speak to you as one who has been :called ta
strengthen his brothers. and who. for this reason. has
been given supreme authority in the C hurch of Jesus
Christ. And so. in his name, in the name| of Jesus
Christ. we thank you for your ministry to the service
of life. We know that you have: labored précisely in
order that the words of the Good Shepherd-would
be fulfi]led “that they may have life and have it to
the full.”

Under your leadershlp so many -of lhe|Cathohc
people — priests, deacons, religious and laity — have
joined in numerous initiatives aimed at dLetendmg
healing and promdting human life.

With the enlightenment of faith, the mcenuve of
love and an awareness of your pasqoral ac-
countability. vou have worked to oppose whatever
wounds, weakens or dishonors: human life. Your
pastoral charity has found a consistent expression in;
so many.ways — all related to the question of life,

all aimed at protecting life in its mult:ple fagets. You |

have endeavored to proclaim in practice | that all

aspects of human life are sacred.

In this regard, your efforts have been duec‘,ted o
the eradication of hunger, the ellmmc tion of
subhuman living ‘conditions and the promotion of

e e - -

an Life

agamst what the Second Matican Council calls the
“abominable crime” of abqruon Disregard for the

- sacred character, of life in the womb- weakens the

'pl:ograms on behalf of the poor,; | 'the elderly and the
minorities. You have worked for the improvement of
the social order itself.- At the same time we know
that you have held up to your people thel goal. to

- which God calls them: the life above in Christ Jesus.

Among your many activities at the service of life
there is one whlch especxally at this juncture: of
history, deserves our strongest commenda‘
our firmest support: it.‘is. the contmumg

. -clergy,. rehgtéus semmanans and lalty
\ ‘of ))ou Who -are in Chmst S

; throug phi<

very fabric of cwlllzanon, it prepares a mentality,
and even a public attitude,
acceptance of other practices that are apainst the

.fundamental rights of the individual. This' mentahty

can, for example, completely undermine cdncem for
those in want, manifesting’itself in msensmvxty to
social needs; it can produce contempt for the elderly,
to ﬁhe point of advocating euthanasna it can prepare
the' way for those forms of genetlc engineering that
go against life, the dangers of which are not yet fully
known to the general public. It is therefore very
encouraging to see the great service you render to
humanity by constantly holding up to our people the
value' of human life. We are confident that, relying

.on the words of the Good Shepherd, who inspires

your activity, you will continue to exercise the
leadership in this regard, sustaining the entire €c-
clesial community in its own vocation at the service
of life.

It -is also a source of worldwide honor that, in
your country, so many upnght men and women of
differing religious convictions are umted in a
profound respect for the laws of the Creator and
Lord of life, and that, by every just means at their
disposal, they are endeavoring, before the witness of
history, to take a definitive stand for human life.

We are convinced moreover that all efforts made
to safeguard human rights actually benefit life itself.
Everything aimed at banishing discrimination — in
law or in fact — which is based on *“race, origin,
color, culture. sex or.religion” is a service to! life.

When the rights of minorities are fostered, when
the mentally or physically handicapped are assisted.
when  those on the margin of society are given a
voice — in all these instances the dignig¥ of human
life, the fulness of human life, and the sacredness of
human life are furthered. And all the work done in
your lacal Churches in the area of the' Cathohc
school, in lrammg for soc:;al justice, and in con-
fronting*Various social ‘issues touching the “local,
national or international community are a service to
life.- In particular, every contribution made ito better
the moral climate of society, to oppose . per-
missiveness and hedonism, and all assistan¢e.to the
family, which is the source of new life, effecuvely
uphold the values of life.

We know that, in conjunction with thé ienth an-
niversary of Humanae Vitae, various initiatives are
being sponsored throughout your country to explain

natural family planning, in accordance with the

teaching of the Church: These - activities Honor life
directly in the dignity and 1mportanc&of its prigin. In
supporting natural family planning programs, the
Church gives witness not only to her fidelity to the
Creator, but also to her faithful service to the human

that can lead to the |

person, who remains “the begmmng, the subject and

the goal of all socnal institutions.”

“Your mission at the service of human life,
however, finds its summit in leading your people to
the fulness of eternal life: salvation in Christ.
Through your ministry, the Lord himself offers the
fajithful the bread of 'ife; it comes from the table
both of God's word and of the Body of Christ. And
according to Christ’s promise. he who eats thls bread
already has etérnal life.

~In all- the hopes, in all the difficulties and
challenges of your ministry. we exhort ‘you to go
lorwarcl with fidelity and confidence in the com-
munion of the universal Church, leading your people
along the path.of life. Remember that C hnst tells us;
“I'am with you always."”

Dear ‘Brothers in- Christ: Why do we s

!

peak about

these things? .Because of the vital importance of the |
_ theme of life as. an ‘orientation of our ministry. But

also, so, that, gathered in the Holy Spirit, | we may
exﬁenence together the joy of life in q:hnst and the

. joyof being apostles of him who is Llfentselfl Andwe:
pray that, through_the: power of the Holy Spriit, you_

i

will go forth to‘prepare in your; local Churchés a fresh
outpouring- of Christian joy among all- &our seople: a

. jobbased on.the keen conviction that God sént his Son

to.bring etemal l1fe so that the world mnght be saved
. b |

Wlth these sentiments. Brethren, and vmh deep
affebtlon it the Lord, we send.our greetmg and our
Apastolic Bl%ssmg to. all your dioceses: to-|all your

“Peace to alk’| )
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How easy it is to uPdatc your tradmonafand fi

et us help you create that new ring from
mng, modcrnlmountmgswnh the wids

old White* Gold, Platlnum
Starting at $79.95 ¢

i3 Dress up your olll diamondi and otfier gerns. witha riew -
mounting desigried to bring otit new fire § hd beauty.
finéold |eWclry
into sparkhng gldmorous new ' dinner or specml-occasnon rings.
& Wecan custom desngn—-especnally for you—and, your
. diamonds will look more bcautlful than" verbcfor‘e'. .
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