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By RELIGIOUS NEWS 
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Urban ministry has* once 
^ again become a focus iof 
attention for denominations 
and congregations «JJJ thfey 
seek to define and im 
ways to meet the 
and spiritual needs of^bner-
city dwellers. j j 

Organized programs jof 
ministry in the inner city are 
hot new. But as the 'urban 
c r i s i s i n t e n s i f i e s , ! a n d 
government agencies j find 
themselves less! able to meet 
human needs in the cities, the 
Church.es are coming up with 
new approaches t o respond 
to these challenges. [;' j 

T h e r e i s g r o w i n g 
recognition that Churches 
could be the spearhead for 
neighborhood revitajizatiqn,. 
reducing reliance, arij • the 
power l of federal rnoriey 
a lone ; to K reverse thijee 
d e c a d e s o f u r b a n 
deterioration and n<*glejct. 
President Carter's national 
urban ; policy, "presenled jto 
the Congress in late March, 
proposes, that not much: more 
money'ibeispent o n cityjneeds. 
— but!1 that the $30 .billijbn 
given to local governments 
be "targeted" fori mojre ef­
ficiency. Three-fourthsiof the 
spending i would go foir jobs 
and economic development. 

In the view of one toj> aide 
in the Carter administration, 
the role of the Churches and 
synagogues should be the 
m o b i l i z a t i o n of ' their 
congregants to help! saye 
their jneiighborhoods, and 
thus revitalize the cities, j 

Msgr. Geno Barbni, a 
Roman Catholic pri;st on 
leave to serve as assistant 
secretary of the U . S . 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, 
that government 
"revitalize cities by 
se lves ." Ne ighborhood 
groups took the issue of 
''redlining'' to Washington 
and got a law passed, 
pointed out, and adds: 

"People don't really 
cities, they live -in 
borhoods. A n d if 
borhoods die, cities die 

The social agenda 
Churches, Msgr 
claims,, should be to s^rve as 
a catalyst for organizing 
neighborhood, peopli 
nted, self-help 
and coalitions that 
make life more liveable 

Within inner city neigh-
b o r h o o d s , i n t e r - i ' t h n i t 
c o o p e r a t i o n i s b e i n g 
promoted as the o i l y ef-
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fective approach to 
ministry. The7' Rev 
Sharp, : pas£br , , of 
Tabernacle Baptist Chhrch in 
Chitago,i told;" a Scuthern 
Baptist ir cpnf^rertct - - for 
chikches ,^^aaafe |ch anging 
coi^&nfide^jBMf i'thi'black 
church and the.! black leader 
must be recognized for what 
they can "provide not only: to 
the black people but to the 
white people. If w e can effect 
an "• integration o:: the 
resources of each (blacks and 
whites), we.have hope for the 
city." 

He and the RevJ .Dale 
C r e s s , d i r e c t o r of 
metropol i tan evange l i sm 

strategy for the Southern 
Baptist H o m e Miss ion \ 
Board, stressed that "if w e 
are going to minister in-the 
city, it will be through black 
and white cooperation." . 

A neighborhood approach 
is being advocated by 
Church leaders who feel that 
inner city ministry can best 
be approached by focusing. 
on the local parish, rather 
than attempting to deal with 
an entire metropolitan area 
as a whole. 

Cardinal Terence Cooke of 
New York has declared that 
local parishes "are a promise 
of stability, of permanence in 
a storm of change, of security,. 
that at least one of the- major 
structures of our society — 
the Church.— hfls not pulled 
out and thrown up its hands 
in. frustration at the appalling 
convergencies. of urban j , 
crisis." i J 

T h e \ \Catholic bishops' i 
d o m e s t i c a n t i - p o v e r t y [•: 
outreachi — the Campaign -
for Human Development — -i 
has charftjjied more: than.}; ageficyr fcV^e1^S*%4fe.tne 
$50 m i l j i o ^ n c e 1 9 7 0 ^ r ^ j , ^ | ^ ^ i ^ | | ^ | ^ f o n 
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heighborhood organizations 
insaddressing issues; affecting 
the welfare-of persons in the 
neighborhood.'' -

It'urges .congregations to 
analyze carefully the needs of 
then- surrounding areas and 
develop plans and-Strategies 
which "take into acconnt the 
particular needs • and 
characteristics • of : such 
neighborhoods." ^j •. 

Renewal in onetirban area 
—Salt Lake City —lhas been 
significantly aided, through 
projects^ of the? Church of 
Jesus. Christ of Latterday 
Saints' (Mormpn)rwhich has 
either directly- financed or 
assisted. 24 major f building 
projects and paiclfor them in 
cash. I ' 

"About 15 ,j£ealafago/-we 
were in danger of becoming a 
s l e e p y a n d s t a l e r i « -
termountain cityl" says 
Maybr Ted WUsqW. , ."The 
Mormon Church jyitas in-
strumental irji r̂ vfê Sli%> "the 
trend. It acted a s a rataiyst." 
W ! A /.pio'n^rirjgffi-Shuret* -
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basis, ̂ "ike,, the. 

neighborhood cqalitibns. 
The TJivis^bn jbjr. Mission! 

in Noijth America ~?"6k i;ine= 
Lutheran Churchf in America 
has issued a set of guidelines 
for city ministry which af­
f i r m s t h a t " e v e r y 
congregation has a 
responsibility to minister 
with people in its immediate 
geographic neighborhood 
and to join with other. 

^tfouthe'. facul |y | ;c^t$^iesuit 
Scribe) of c T * * s | o g ^ « j a t 
Berkeley, ymtes-in [America 
m a g a z i n e t h a i ' , " w h i l e 
maintaining cordial relations 
with the hierarchy: and the 
establ ished bureaucratic 
Church, CCUM is rjeither its 
arm nor its agentMt seeks no 
funds directly vfroni the 
hierarchy or the U . S . 
Catholic Conference. It is an 

1 independent, autonomous 
group in the service of the 
Church.'! 

According to Father 
Coleman, CCUM's 

: achievements have included 
the building of bridges 
b e t w e e n v a r i o u s c o n ­
stituencies and the creation 
of "a truly > autonomous 
grass-roots network to 
validate and enable social 

. ministry as. a constitutive 
"part of the mission of ' the 

Church-T 
-Several seminaries and 

d i v i n i t y s c h o o l s h a v e 
| d e v e l o p ^ ..programs to train 
I theplqiijcai students for 
Urban ministry. Some — 

<being< -"-"—"• 
cooperative 
Seminary Consortium? for 

[Urban Pastoral Education 
[(SCtJpri) , w h i c h w a s , 
founded jtwo years ago and 
p r o v i d e s a y e a r - l o n g 
program for students in 
seveFal [ P r o t e s t a n t 
seminaries. 

SCUPE recently held an 
'.^r-|45il?

,''Cpjngr;ess'' in 
Chicagofwhich was directed 

- primafi l | : a t ' evangehcals. 
Socio logis t .Anthony ' J. 
Campdlqof Eastern Cpllege, 
.St.: $&yjas,}. Pa>^ received a 
standingipvaHdn after he told 
participants,: <TSie; Church 
nas^«qt:lelp'^fe.'<atypife!is.'the 
middle-class evangel icals 
who have Lift.'' 

In , rjis address , D r . 
Campolo urged ' whi te 
evangelicals to study the 
"seqUrj ian" s ty le s , o f 
storefront and ' indigenous 
inner city churches to learn 

Pest 

sffies 
the meaning of faith in 
jtion, and called for-fdeh, 
actions as adVcracylol 
jto prevent i ^ i n u p ^ h g 
n e c e s s a r y - , ' 'ecpji;6n : 

boycotts to influence "J 

pressive institution?/' 
Dr t l Avery. P . , 

president of !. the . . Uni|teA 
Church of Cbnst^has 
American Churches'"not 
hesitate, in . risk-talc 
v e n t u r e s " i n v o T v i 
ministries. in the nation' 
cities. He has called for 
training of large numbers 
urban ministers' .arid', 
specialists in the poli 
economic, andsocialfieldj 
deal with- the issues 
problems facing life. .•-

'Tne acts, ;the methods 
the appraoches / a r e as 
many and as varied as are the 
number Of dedicated^ 
'using -their -. multitude of 
abilities," said Df. Post. 
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In. • contrast to churc hes 
whidi leave -cities: f ̂ pr greiEjner 
pastures in the suburbs,! 
Peteri|'-,; Lutheran' 
made national news at 
end of 1977 when it dedic 
a $7 million house of wq 
o n ."' land' i n 
Manhattan shared w^th 
interhaitibhal headquartei 
Citicorp, one of the giants 
U.S. banking. 
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In his dedicatory sermbn 
Paster v-'^rffh;^^ ,J?e1«»ort 
said, "There is magic in being 

^n rf^Jfa&^gffiy md 
added^diat "We -cdebrat > a 
hew il^e^^ York bicaliiieiwe 
anticipate a new lerusalen:. 
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a sale on Sibley's own homestyle assorted 
chocolates - just in time for Fathers Day! 

sale. 
Jl L L 

» . .. i 

. 4 9 lb. gift box reg. 3.^0 
Dad h p a sweet tpoth doe s he everi So giv^ him gift^xefJ goodies pf the ch ocolate 
variistsi - a mixture of Sibley's milk and dark' chocolates^ All wrapftefdliJusVfoi Him,in 
special Father's Da^ gift wr̂ ip paper Sible^sf Candj^ StreerFfoor Downtô yn* and 
all suburban stores 
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