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Urban ministry has: once
_again become  a focus of
‘attention for denonbjn
:and congregations
'seek to define and im
ways- to meet the
and spiritual needs of »mner-
city dwellers.

Orgamzed programs
ministry in the inner city J:e
hot new. But as the lurban
crisis ' intensifies, |
government

agencies| find
themselves less: able to meet
human needs in the cities, the
Churches are cotmhg up w1th
new approaches to respond
to these challenges. I %
There is. growxhg
recogmtxom that Chu ches
could be the spearhe d
neighborhood revrtahzéhon,
reducing rehance on‘ the
power | of fedéral - monley
alone | to' teverse [thiee
decddes  of rban
detenoratxcm and negl
President ' Carter’s ndtional
urban ;policy, ‘presented jto
the Congress in late March,
proposes.that not mu more

money‘:be ispent or ci needs ‘

~ but! that the $30- 1llron‘
given - to. Jocal goven;'m ts
be “targeted” for; moEre ef-
ficiency. Three-fourths of fhe

.spendmg*would go for ]obs

and economic developmen

In the view of one top aide
in the Carter administration,
the role of the Churches and
synagogues should be the
mobilization of thexr
congregants to help. save

their nelghborhoods andi

thus revntahze the cities.

and

leave to serve . as as
secretary of the|
Department of Housing and
Urban Development,
that government e¢annot
“revitalize cities by |.
selves.” Neighbarhood
groups took the issue of
“redlining” to Washington
and got a law passed, |he has
pointed out, and adds:

“People don’t really|live in
cities, they live .in |neigh-
borhoods. And if |neigh-
borhoods die, cities die.”

The
Churches, Msgr. .
claims, should be to

Baroni

nted seIf-help instit
and coalitions = that
make life thore liveable.”* .
Within inner city |neigh-
borhoods, inter- ethnit
cooperation is ~ |being
promoted as the only ef-

s

fectlve approach to | urban
ministry. The! Revi Don
“'Sharp, . pastor* of | Faith
Tabernacle Baptist Chj urch in
Chrcago,, told'a S uthern
.Baptist | conﬁérenc - —-for
. church r.changi

they can’ provxde not only:to

‘the black people but to ‘the

white people: If we can effect
an ° integration of the
resources of each (blacks and
whites), we have hope|for the

dty.,’
" He and the Rev) .Dale
Cross, director of

metropolitan evan;gelism.

social agenda of

strategy tor the Southem‘
Baptist Home Mlssmn§
Board, stressed ‘that “if ‘we

T

are going to ministér in. the

and white cooperation.” .

A neighborhood approach’
is being advocated .by
Church leaders who feel that
inner city ministry can best
be approached by focusing :
on the local parish, rather
than attempting to deal with
an 'entire metropolitan area
as a whole.

Cafrdmal Terence Cooke of .

‘New York has declared that"

local parishes “are a promlse '
of stability, of permanence in

- "a storm of change, of security .

that:at least one of the major
structures of our society

“the Church.~— has not pulled

out anq thrown up- its hands
in frustratxon at the appalling
convergenmes of urban!,
crisis.”

The: tCathohc blshops
domest{
outreach

: Development
has ‘channelled’ more: than{
inc

in No 'mer
Luthéran Church m America
has issued a set of guidelines
for c1ty ministry whlch af-

- particular -

infaddr _ ing issues affecting

‘neighborhood.” -
_ city, it will be through black: .

It urges congregations to-
analyze carefully the needs of -
their- surrounding ‘dreas and
develop plans and- ‘strategies
which “take into account the'
needs ‘ and
characteristics « of :such
neighborhoods.”
Renewal in oneurban area
—Salt Lake: City — —thas been
significantly ' aided: through
projects=of the: Church of

. Jesus. -Christ of Latterday

Saints" (Mormon)*whlch has
either directly. financed - or
assisted 24 major buxldmg

‘ ‘pro;ects and paid; or: the_m in

cas

~“About 15 years{ ‘ag o we
were in danger of. becormng a

sleepy- -and stalea in-
termountain cxty( says
.Mayor Ted Wilsan., “The

B

anti- povert‘y, :
the Campalgn -

.Ofs th“Berkeley,‘

 Morman Church jwas in-
strumental in revérﬁmguthe
cted as talyst.’_f

magazine ”f‘h-at

. maintaining cordial relations
. with the hierarchy: and the

+

firms. " that ‘every
congregation has a
responsibility to minister

with people in its immediate -
geographxc neighborhood
and to

i

established . rbure aucratic
Church, CCUM'i is feither its

* arm nor its agent. "It seeks no

join  with othern.

. from
the

“the
u.s.

funds . directly .
hierarchy .or

‘Cathqlic Conference It is an

éighborhood: orgamzanons ’mdependent
.group in the service of the

‘ between various

of “ Lsruly ailtonomous

‘ Urban

' jon
: Pam“Pagt&.sc

" middle. l‘ass

’ Campolo
;evarugehcals -to- study the .

autonomous

Church.”
, Accordlng to Father
.Coleman, . CCUM's

achrevements have included

the bu ldmg of * bridges

‘con-
stltuenc: and the creation
ts network to
and ' enable social
as a constitutive

grass-ro
validate
ministry

f"part of ‘the mission of ‘the
‘Chut'ch.”,

-Several seminaries and
dlvxmty schools have
? devel oped programs to train

ttheologigal ‘students - for
‘urban ministry. Some are -
<bemg Prgamzed ),

' cooperatjve basis, ‘1 ke, the.
Seminary Consortium for“
astoral Education.
+(SCUPE), - whieh. was_

founded two years ago and

_provrd s -a year-long
programn| for - students in
L Prot’estant

. seminaries

SCUPE recently held an
r i C r

has:not \thewcxty,erths the
evangehcals

who hare left.”

lj address, Dr.
urged ' ‘white
of

“’sectarian’’ style;;

' ‘storefrorit “and - mdlgenous
" inner cxty churches to leam

the meamng of’ aith*i
tion, - called for
‘achons as advoca
to prevent redh
necessary,
oycotts to mﬂuence
pressive mstltutlonm .

hesitate.
ventures’’

cities. He has called. for
‘training of large
urban ministers -and
specxahsts in the
economic, and social fie]

deal.: with - the. i

1ssues i
problein: faemghfe, ey

the - appraoches -are-

‘using _-their - multitude:
A ablhtxes," said Dr: Post.

which leathxes for
pastures in the subw
Petet’s-’ Lutheraii 0
'made nahonal news at;.
‘end of 1977 whenit d
' a $7 million house o '

on* land

In.- contrast to churches

}USbankmg _
I; . : T

we:cel
niew Nev York becatise:w
antuzxpate anew Ierusalem‘

ministries  in the. ‘natio;

" *The -acts, ‘the methocfs

many and as varied asare the
.number of dedicated: ‘peopli
- O
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