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Pfipto by SusanMcKinney 

A Bishop's Work 
Fifth grade students at Good Shepherd school find out first hand from Bishop 
Joseph L. Hoganjabouthis work. The bishop's June 2 visit Was arranged by 
fifth grade teacher Dennis Sewar, a Becket Hall graduate who will be entering 
St. Bernard's in 
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the fan. 
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By FATHER BENEDICT EHMANN 

Catholic i 
Wedding 

There is no reason why 
thej choice of music]for 
Catholic weddings may be 
zmdedLJjv. any different 
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_ _ J f * f r o n v that[ of 
other liturgies. The plea 
tha't "it is the bride's 
big day" and so "allow 
what she asks for' 
cop-out for priests wh<| let 
themselves be cowed 
tearful brides and 
mothers. The priest is 
custodian of liturgy. He is 
responsible for main 
taming its standards 
providing the right 
v i r o n m e n t . for 
c e l e b r a t i o n . If 
disregards these things 
allpws the liturgy to 
debased into a rhapsody 
of; ^sentimental, trivial 
knick-knacks which j are 
about as far from the true 
liturgy as PepsiCola from 
vintage wine. It wasn't 
Pepsi which the servants 
pojured into the great ijars 
at Jesus' word during) the 
wedding feast at Canal 
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bishops give us 
principle: -J" 
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'jjGreat care shoul 
fallen;, espec ia l ly 
marriages) [tfiatS:all 
people *"afe inyol|red 
at | the i m p o r t a n t 
m o m e n t s of the 
celebration; that the same 
general principles } of 
planning worship "and 
judging music are em­
ployed as at ot§ier 
liti|rgies;^ and above tall; 
that the liturgy is a; prayer 
for| all whp are presort, 
n*6* -i a !r' t i t e a f t r t p a l 
production.;''* '.(Paragraph 
gaj MMe?lMathblic 

faithfully worked out at a 
Catholic wedding. 

1) Because liturgy is; 
prayer, and a Christian 
wedding is liturgy, the 
wedding music should be 
prayer music, -reflecting a 
prayerful spirit in the 
singers and . players, 
inspiring a , prayerful 
r e s p o n s e in . t h e 
c o n g r e g a t i o n . T h i s 
standard should ex­
communicate some songs 
which are currently being 
included - in Catholic . 
weddings. Attractive as 
some of. these are, they 
express merely human -
experience. They polarize 
the spouses in ± t̂h'e 
romance of their love. 
They are self-serving, self-
idolizing. Surely at . this 
critical moment of their 
nup'tia|;; vows and 
Eucharist^', the spouses 
ought not to need-such 
songs to engender their 
love. What they do" need, 
there in church before the 
altar of God, is what the 
liturgy aims to do, to lift 
up their hearts , to the 
Lord, to integrate their 
human experience into a 
religious one. In the 
liturgy Jestis is present, 
doing something unique 
and special, incarnating 
otir human' aspirations 
and lbyes<. ;and energies 

:into His,-making of them 
an offering with THBmself 
to the [Father-. "This is what* 
Eucharist mearts and does.--
This isythe dimension'and 
dynarrtic ofi each of the 
sacraments — of marriage 
too, ihWhich die' spouses 
find riot themselves only, 
but God tod, as.God in 
Jesus finds them and knits 
them [together,, as He is 
knit.tick His Church, and 
Ae^utGhtoHim. 

2^ "Because . Christian 
iscommuhitanan, 

ie participation 
otjtl^f'-peqpfe, wedding 

i-izm 

•&& 

planning ;Shoutd> 
>i giye top priority to when/ 

ra^feM-'ir •wh^Jan#ho5y much the 
;|ffi|SlS^fhj|| v." congregation of guests 
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more concerned" witH;tnis 
than with: having a, 
soloist. A choral group is 
preferable to a soloist, not 
to do all the singing, 
however, since the • 
congregation isi;not to. be' 
cheated of its part. But if a 
soloist i s . wanted, let's 
stand by a few criteria: a) 
a good voice; adequately 
trained, not operatic, or 
coloratura, orf rock-and-
roll istyjte; bj not for: 
eriten ainment, 'B^t for 
ihspiiation of faim at«i.l; 
prayer; c) hot at .any; 
indiscriminate time of, die 
liturgy, but only "at"' 

compatible moments andl 
with compatible selections i 
r e l a t i n g ito t h o s e , 
moments. It is really! 
preferable mat;a soloist 
sing before ithan during! 
the: liturgy^-tvlf-^an Ave 
Maria is urgently desired, 
therej is no- right;,place for 
it within the liturgy. It 
could be sung before the 
bridal «^trance,r or before, 

• fhe rjec^sibnal while the 
bride places flowers.at the 
shririeiof'Our Lady. 

If you insist on the 
Schubert or Gounod 

- settings -of Ave Maria, 
they are difficult pieces 
both for the singer and the 
accompanist; They should 
not • be performed except 
by at least adequate 
artists. Otherwise, forget 
it, please. 

In all of this, Idealize 
thatj good tastf,, | o imr 
portint hi'every respect, 
canrot be legislated. It is 
triankless ioiL to compile a 
list of.;^cc^ptable" titles' 
for Redding music. The 

' ChurchnMusic document 
of •. i thej. tJ.S. bishops 
seconds this statement. It 
says: "The, preparation of 
such a list' with all the 
difficulties of subjective' 
judgements and decisions, 
would caridnize certain 
texts and music, much of 
which would be only 
adequate and not truly 
comiriendâ le, 

1 J /v. 

I wish||or all brides and 
grooms r" ̂ a ^prayerful 

' weddingf resounding withl 
- celebrative>-music to* the1" 
4>raise.bf God.and the joy • 
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I l l s free booklet tells 
why «very father 
should make a w i l l . . . 
e^bri if hefs young 
and heal 
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Sixteen pabes, clearly virritten 
gnd colortfjlly illUstraited, tell 
v/hy you should make ydur will 
^nd how.tci go about it. Charts 

n page 3 ^hbw wliat your Mi rs 
an lose 'il| you die without a 

yill.. i'age § discusses why you 
need a lawyer's help in drawing 
up your w^l. Page] 6 goei> into 
derail abou]t how to star-, and 
v/hat to include. No 1 ather, 
>oung or old, should neglect 
Ms will. Maryknolls booklet 
v/ill convince you! 

Mail the coupon for 
your free copy today' 

F ree Booklet on 
T ie Maryknoll Fathers, 
7 L Jawatt Parkway 
Buffalo, N«w York 14214 
(716) 834-6065 
Dear Fathers: | 
Pleas* send me,your booklet on making a will. I 
understand there is ho Obligation. 
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