United Nations (RNS)
Soviet pledge never to usé
nuclear - weapons agamsf
non-ngclear-weapon states
and- Chmese advocacy of
new: \U N.. dlsarmameni
organ w:th umversal
membershxp hlghhghted the

\ pec:a‘l Session. on
, Dlsa. ament in the ‘opening
‘. general meeting. .

. Anticipafting a 'vehement
: | W résponse to U.S. Vice
le ’ A President Walter Mondale's

¥ address wluch had sharply

Spen-
e‘j}:‘ t attacked :Soviet military
hadl's. ; policy and vigorously
Lo g ; justified a military buildup
] by. NATO, most Assembly
v was delegates seemed surprised
ended by - the irelatively mil
;Chfb’()] : statement by Soviet Foreign
cZi;‘-‘ Minister Andrel Gromyko. !
N n s
lained , To be sure, Gromyko did
1, 4nd ] call unfavorable attention to
elens, W the . simultariecous NATQ
ael’s, ; summit in Washington;
Y, .‘St- k chided Mondale for his
»les$ed K “difficulty” - in pronouncing
'stef the word “disarmament”
j {(Mondale had -repeatedly
— - spoken - of. “arms - control”);
! and blamed the United States
Y for the ing on” of the
SALT talks. But the veteran
B Soviet diplomat’s address
-1 consisted largely ofalengthy
y summary - of  previous
disarmament proposals and

negotlatlons in progress. }
Repeatu\g the main pom!I

of Chairman Leonid

Brezhnevs; address _in . late

April, ‘Gromyko - urged
- cessation . of the: pre uchorl\ ‘
of all- types of nuclea'

" weapons; a-cessation of th
production of: all : other
weapons of mass destruction
a’ cessation of h£
development of conventnona{
-armaments: of grea
~ destructive capability; and a
_renunciation of the ex
pansion of the armies of alE
permanent menibers of the

SeCunty Council. |

Details of lmplementatioq‘t
and verification were not
prov:ded a cause of repeatrT

o

Mo,

T . N W R N

Vatican Cl?" (RNS)
Pope' Paul has ‘warmly !
praised the Catholic bishops |
of the U.S. for their ca

aign against abortion and
f or their efforts on behalf of {
. the hungry, the. poor and:
minorities,

The pontiff received ir|a
special ‘audience -bishops.
from Michigan, Ohi

Minnesota, North Dakotg,t

s ez

Sauth Dakota, Wyomulg!
- aind ‘Colorado.. The prelat
Y were in Rorme to make thep

required “ad limina” report .
Addressmg ‘the group, t

pope said. he intended
r all- the Catho ‘c
.S.

- "With the&nhghtenment p
, the incentive ‘of love,

to
l(

(':riticism of previous
Soviet proposals. Moreover,
the proposed freeze on armed
forces expansion finds both :
the NATO powersand China -
engaged in force increases to
cope with massive .Soviet |
troop deployments in
Central Europe and on the
Chinese border.

Hehir Talk
Cancelled
Father J. Bryan Hehirs
scheduled talk on Dis-
armament was cancelled last @
week.  Father - Hehir,
executive secretary of the .
Office of Inteinational Justice .
and Peace for the USCC, was -
unable to fly to Rochester
because of thunder storms in
New York City, according to
a spokesman for the spon-
soring Justice and Peace
groups.

While Gromyko referred
ito- proposed -neutron
‘weapons . as partlcu]arly
«cruel and vicious” and as
“intended to annihilate - all
‘things living,” his address did
‘not dwell at length on. the
sub]ect

Hoping - to
resistance to nuclear
1prollferatxon, Foreign
lMxmster Gromyko pledged .
ithat theSowet Union. would
fnever use .nuclear weaponsr
4agamst ‘those " statés - which?
| renouttce _the: produchon d*
iacquisition of such wéapons
jand do not -have them on:
1ihen' territories. Tlus pledge,
ia so- called “negative.
;assurance” for the security of
lnon-nuclear states, is the
‘strongest Soviet commitment
;o date on this sub)ect
§

Gromyko also used un-
precedented Ianguage for his™
igovernment in  announcing
i Soviet readiness to negotiate

strengthen

_i substantial reductions” in

’;i;nissiles and bomberé'

C e,
? ’)‘ ' )A g
! aspects of human life- are

sacred. In this regard, your
efforts have been directed to
the eradication of hunger, the
elimination of sub-human
l;vmg conditions, and the
promotion of programs on

f* behalf of the poor, the-

elderly and minorities. You
have worked for the im-
;‘)rovement of the social order :

1tself i
“We know,” said the pope :

",that you have held up to
your people the goal to
hich God calls them: the
life above, in Christ Jesus.
MOng your many activities
-at this juncture in history,
- arier deserves our strongest
¢ommendation and our
drmeét ‘support.: It is the con-
*"Hnuing struggle against what
the Second Vatican Council
.>called the ‘abominable crime’

of abortion.”
The pontiff continued:

isregard for the sacred
c}xaracter of life in the v\{omb
weakens the very fabrlc of
civilization. It preparles a
mentality, and even a ppbl'
ttitude; - that can le%i h

- acceptance of other
that. "are- -against “the |
_ glaméntal nghts of th
ividual T

- Huang Hua was

" sored
country to explain natural ’
. family planning

following a

SALT oI
. agreement.
Against a diplomatic

backdrop -of U.S. National
Security Adviser Zbigniew
Brzezinski's ' recent trip to
Peking, the opening address
of Chinese Foreign Minister
more
sharply critical of Soviet
military and disarmament

' policies than those -of the
- United  States.

However,
Huang repeatedly rebuked
both the “superpowers” for
their “hypocrisy,” “hoaxes,”
and “dgpliciﬁy, ” in matters of
disarmament.

More positively, Huang
generally expressed approval
of the main disarmament
proposals of the non-aligned

- states whose initiatives led to

the creation of the Special

- Session. As most delegations

waited for word as to
whether the Chinese would
join France in resuming a
more active role in disar-
mament negotiations, the
foreign minister stressed the
need for a new “internatipnal
organ with the participation
of all' countries under the
auspices of the- United
Nations.” This proposal
seemed to imply a continuing
repudiation of the 31-nation
Geneva Conference of the
Committee on Disarmament
(CCD). The proposed new
organ, reminiscent of the
U.N. Disarmament Com-
mission, which has been
inactive since 1965, should
be "truly free of superpower
control.” (The U.S. and the
USSR: are permanent co-
chairmen of the CCD )

Some observers questioned
whether Chinese support for
non-aligned proposals for
disarmament might not be
offset by the extreme em-
phasis of Huang Hua's speech
on Soviet military
aggrandizement -- an em-
phasis tending to strengthen
anti-Soviet, anti-disarmam-
ent pressures in the U.S. and
NATO.

“Thxs mentality can, for
example, completely un-
dermine concern for those in
want, manifesting itself in
insensitivity to social needs.
It can produce contempt for
the elderly, to the point of*.
advocating (direct)
euthanasia. It can prepare the
way for those forms of
genetic engineering that go
against life, the dangers of
which ‘are not yet fully
known to the general
public.” -

Pope Paul also referred to
the conference in New York’
City commemorating the
10th anniversary of his
encyclical “Humanae Vitae,”
in which he condemned all
except “natural” forms of
birth control.

“We know,” " said the pope,

“that in conjunction with the
10th anniversary of
‘Humanae Vitae,” various
mmanves are being spon-
throughout your

in ' ac-’
cordanice with the teaching of
the ‘Church. These activities
honor life directly in the.

émty and unportance of its -
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