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By ]OHN DASH

It is Dr. ]ames thchcock s contention that the 70s
are “The Me Decade.” |

{Today, selfishness| is respectable,” and

ultxmate arbiter of trut}; is the self he laments.

Dr. Hitchcock spoke‘ recently in‘Rochester as the -

last sp&ker in the Magisterium. Series for the year.
He is the nationally khown author of The Decline
and Fall of Radical Catholicism and is professor of
history at St. Louis (Mc ) University.

A chapter from a for thcoming book provided the
basis for his talk at Our Lady of Mercy High School
Auditorium May 17. The new book, The Future of

Roman C_athohmsm islexpected to be published next.

spring.

Dr. Hitchcock listed;a number of signs to bolster .

his description of the 705 both within and outside of

. the Church. i

"It -hasn’t been very; often in the history of the
world that selflshnes;%as been respectable, the way
it is at the present t:lme," he said. He notes that the
“dominant theme” of tbe past 15 years has been one
of “Liberation.” He gaid that the definition of
liberation is taken to 'be freemg myself from the

oppressiveness of struct’ure

l
)

‘Such a view, he said, ;isé “frivolous way of looking
at reahty, but a very icommon way of looking at
reality in our culture.” I

He suspects that such a view “is an inevitable by-
product of a society which has experiéenced a long

period of unbroken material prosperity.”

He said that alsoi within socxety there has
developed “a kind of fatal confusion” between wants
and jneeds. We tend to use the words in-

terchangeably l

the -

He finds such notions to be a fonln of infantilism.

He also describes the age as glvmg rise to.the idea
that “the very act of self-expressxon is one of the few
sacred things we have left.” :

It is Dr. Hitchcock's observanon that the more
“outrageous and false” actions and statements 1people
make, “the more we are invited ﬁo admire it,” for-
“courage and honesty.” ‘
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Dr. Hltchcock lmks this attitude thh dissent in the
Church. . ’

"Often, he said, dissent is referred to as the “right to
dissent.”

But, he said, the “right to diésent"

has today
become the “duty of dissent.”

L

Some, he said, equate dissent with the offlcnal
teachmgs of the Church as a 51gn of their “own
personal authenticity.” '

“If you are merely a believer,” he said, one is
considered, “not very intelligent, honest, not very
courageous. You are kind of menta]ly and spiritually.
dead.”

He said that among certain theologians who
defend Magisterial teachings, those theologians often
find themselves on the defensive. . :

He describes the “spirit of our time" as “the
systematic huntmg-down of all settled convictions.”

This means, he said, that there is a cultural mmd-
set that there aren’t any fixed and settled truths and
falsehoods.” i
in the Church, and

One sees this, he notes,

‘especially in the reception accorded Pope Paul VI's
encyclical Humanae Vitae, which prohlblted ar- :

tificial contraception.

_are no

. wants to do.

-degree of ease,” he said. , *_-

© Again,

' chosen

. proceed

Dr. I-Ltchcock further specnhed the attitude-in’
regard to vows-and consc1ence. "

He observed that both rel}glous and marital vows;

eternal, and conscience as “the faculty in us that. telI .
us to do|what we'd like to do anyway,” rathef thani:
the faculty that warns the individual from actions

3-"‘ -

On the question of divine revelation, it is Dx'v |
ock’s belief that, “the notion of lelIl

eings meditating on their own relxglo__ 5
expenen e.” Some claim, he said, that the Bible is on
th any other book rising from rehglou

Other evxdence of the * mﬂated modern. ego,’ h
said .is the process of “cutting Jesus down to sxze
e observed that Jésus is.today «cofisider ‘

man liké us in'whom God 1s “present in.a. specxa]'n;

”

way.

All of this is evidence, he feels, that modern man is-
deriying | his adulthood. In ‘ethe qliestion of::sexud]
ethics, for instance, he: noEes that many re;ect the
sexual ethics-of the Church and yet return ‘to the -
Church to encourage it to accept that rejection;.

“In every age,” he said,”

the chal lenge to faith fakes” He said the subtlety of

‘the devil's original temptation “You-shall be like |

Gods,” is especially evident today. He said man must;.
remember the words of the Gospel, “You have not-
el have chosen you.” -

.

The Magisterium Series is sponsored by a number
of local icouncils of the Knights of Columbus. The
from the lecturesigo to charity. Taped
the lectures are’ available to the géieral
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there are distinctive forms .}

I
Zgnd I.ocatlon On

i

u....,_t

2179 MONROE AVENUE

COMPLIMENTS FOR YOUR KITCHEN

'I'o add lhﬂ "cenam gourmd touch’” in your food pnparauons,
CABLE WIEDEMER offers you a f.ml&hc selechon of . :

l.PdsnP'uh o CHINESE WOKS . aAfmﬁth.
Cint on o Crepe Malwes al ~ .
Aluminam o Fondue Sete
Slainless Steel* o Pot Racls (for
Ery & Sate Mcml.kﬁm‘
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