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Wednesday, May 24,1978 

Jubilee 
Mrs.gHilda Gous«, left, w a s one of the 
participants-in the celebration at St. Mary's, 
Dansyi l le , marking the silver jvibilee of her 
daughter, Sister Patricia G o u s e ^ S S J ^ r i n c i p a l 
of St.JMfary'SfSchool-j A t the parish reception, 
Sister Patricia; was presented with a silver 
cross by. St. Mary's pupils. 

^^gSHS 
By THOMAS and 

MICHELEDRISCOLL 

Sacramentals 
Sacramcntals 

defined as 
can be 

those symbols 
and syrribolic actions 
which help Christians to 
prepare for and to deepen 
their experience of the 
L o r d ' s s a n c t i f y i n g 
presence n the liturgy. 
Three ca tegor ies of 
sacrameri ta ls can be 
enumerated. 

F i r s t , s o m e 
sacrament&ls consecrate 
pe r sons . ! This would 
include the blessing of 
abbots a(nd the con
secration iof virgins. A 
second. category is the 
blessing of objects such as 
ashes, palms and oils. The 
third' category includes 
the ceremonies which are 
added to | a sacramental 
celebration to enhance the 
ritual. Fojr example, the 
catechumenate of the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of 
Adults calls for exor
cisms, , signs of the cross, 
anointings, impositions of 
hands, arid the bestowal 
of the white garment and 
candle. 

j 
S a c r a m e n t a l s a r e 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d f r o m 
sacraments in that they 
are |not efficacious "ex 
operg operate" but only 
"ex |opere operantis Ec-
clesi&e"; that is, not of 
theniselves, but only as 
parts of the communal 
prayer of the Church. 
While they exist primarily 
for the enhancement of 
l i t u r g i c a l a c t i o n , 
sacramentals do share in 
the : sanct i f ica t ion of 
Christians because they 
are !• s ymbo l s of the 
Paschal mystery. 

The Constitution on the 
Saciijed Liturgy of the 
Second Vatican Council 
specified two functions of 
sacramentals. The first 
function is that of 
disposing people to more 
fully! participate in their 
celebration of the Lord's 
p r e s e n c e . A l l 
sacramentals. point to the 
Eucjiaristic liturgy as 
expi^ssive of the whole 
mystery of redemption 
(cf. CSL, 47). The second 
function is the deification 
of various occasions i|n 

For the Christian, life. 
brought into a new 

I 

creation" by Baptism in to 
C h r i s t ' s d e a t h a n d 
resurrection, everything is 
a proper subject for in
clusion into this way of, 
life. Circumstances of 
h u m a n ac t iv i ty a re 
consecrated through the 
communal prayer of the 
Church. For example, 
entrance in to the religious 
life, burial rites, blessing 
of expectant mothers, all 
could be cons idered 
sacramentals. 

Article 79 of CSL points 
to a renewal on our 
exercise of sacramentals: 
"The sacramentals are to 
undergo a revision which 
takes into account the 
p r i m a r y pr inciple of 
enabling the faithful to 
participate intelligently, 
actively, and easily; the 
circumstances of our own 
days must also be con
sidered. When rituals are 
revised, as laid down in 
Art. 63, new sacramentals 
may also be added as the 
need for these becomes 
apparent." The Roman 
C a t h o l i c C h u r c h is 
presently engaged in the 
task of rediscovering, 
revising and5" creating 
anew the sacramentals in 
order to carry out the 
expec ta t ions of this 
document. 

T w o c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 
e m e r g e f r o m f h i s 
r e f l e c t i o n 
sacramentals 
majority of 

For the vast 
believers, 

s a c r a m e n t a l s h a v e 
frequently b e m limited to 
the category of medals, 
scapulars, statues and 
other articles. The faithful 
need to be' led to a 
broadened understanding 
of sacramentals which 
apprec ia tes r i tual ized 
actions. 

W h e n s a c r a m e n t a l 
articles and ( movements 
are employed, there is a 
need to be I sensitive to 
their artistit harmony, 
q u a l i t y , ; a n d a p 
propriateness (see En
vironment and Art in 
Catholic Worship from 
the Bishops' Committee 
on the Lituijgy, Art. 19-
26). 

."Because the assembly 
gathers in the presence of 
God to rielebrate his 
saving deeds, liturgy's 
climate is one of awe, 
m y s t e r y , ' w o n d e r , 
reverence, thanksgiving 
and praise. Sjo it cannot be 
satisfied with anything 
less than the beautiful in 
its artifacts, movements 
and appeals to the sen
ses." (Environment and 
Art, 34) 
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Expand your business horizons. 
' 1 

Come visit our world. Where mojre than three million 
miles of telephone lines link your world wj^i|he rest of 

the world. Where sophisticated telephone 
systems help area businesses operate more efficiently. 

Whether it's complex telecommunications networks for 
big business, simple one-telephone installations or 

the communications needs of a great university—you can 
depend on our planning, our equipment, our service. 
When your business needs better communications, 
you need the; professionals at Rochester Telephone. 
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F Keeping you in touch With your world. —»f 
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