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’ By FATHER WII.LIAM O”MALLEY, S}
| Kohlberg and Fowler have shown that an- mdlvrduals
stance - on morahty and. faith is not an" either/or
proposxtron either one is a Christian hero or an outcast

i _ | from the Church. Rather it. is a

lmsdom Moreover, the research
1 tempers our expectations of
i children and adults with the
. realization that they can be lured
only’ patiently, from one step to

the next, using: motivation which.
is comprehensible to that stage of

receptivity.

In his life time, Our Lord spoke
! to all levels in his disciples too. He
‘ " i invoked the motive of fear of
pumshment}lhe told symbolic stories to elicit faith; he
¢ challenged the conformism of the Pharisees; he acted with
utter independence of what others®might think; and he
| called for the most extreme altruism: crucrfxxlon with him.

Jesus could be pretty harshly demanding: if you love

| mother or father more than me; you are not worthy of me; _

[ sell all you have and: give it to the poor; if you are

{ lukewarm, I vomit you out of my mouth. That'’s real level<

| five motivation! To expect a child whose -every :sub-

| conscious moment is tyrannized by what others think of

© him to assent to that is naive in the extreme.

Rather, Jesus said, “Let him who has ears hear.” It is a
call to one who truly does have faith: to “comeiup higher”.
~ Not many of us have the freedom of Mother Teresa of .
Calcutta. But I fear many teachers, parents and pastors

i forgetithat. I wonderif, in making the Gospel challenge too ~

great, -too soon, we dol not scare many away. Jesus still
loved the rich young man, even after he was unabile to rise
to the full challenge of the Message. ' .

Mother Teresa (or Our Lord) is not the norm of bemg a
'PChnsnan but the xdﬂed ;‘tb thos real;;atrons are im-
“portant. Jesus-¢ at'expecteveryone to be abi®
i*grld follow “hi

- agtﬁ ““stayed with herspof
Nicodemus stayed withithe Sanhedrin. The first pope;

t
us remember, denied knowmg Jesus within hours of his

ordination - and not because of threats from a soldier but -

because of taunts from a waitress! This Church is catholic -

spectrum not only of/all Christian points of view but of
a!l egrees of Christian commitment. And Jesus and his
Father apparently love them all, even the prodigals, in-
dxscnmmately

But Mother Teresa and Jesus are’ the ideal. They are at
the far end of the spectrum beckoning to each of us. It is
the job of every Chnstxan not only'to edge further but to
help others edge further, too. Thé word “edge” is also
dmportant. Thunderclaps on the road to Rome or
sDamascus are rare. And yet very often, subconsciously, 1
*hink many of us expect or at least pray for them in our
Jyoung, Annie Sullivan patiently :drew signs in'.Helen
‘Keller's hands, trusting that some. day there would be that
moment at the pump. N

The answer for _parents of “straying Chnstrans 'is not
sheer dumb faxth, hdwever. The answer is: “patient
aggressiveness,” like: the old widow wearintg down the
_unjust judge or the nerghbor hammering on the door till he
gets his. loaf of bread. And we must remember, "Paul
planted; Apollos watered but God gives the i mcrease

- Nonetheless, we Cannot on -.-.thego, er hand dllute the
challenges ‘of - the .Gospel inté. " vague “nice-guy”’
*humanism. In all honesty, we ay*be‘*settlmg tooireadily
for that, in the name of peace:.don’t hurt anybedy; bek:

<
7

kind-
(to your friends); don’t/de anything excessive; and you'll
be a good Chrrstxan, That s several cuts above™take care of
old number one”, and it’s not to bejsneered at, but.it's not

_even inside the door of |Christianity. Jesus never askcd us
ta be “nice guy ke px‘esumed that: What he.asked of us

. was to’ : ike his complete selﬂessness§ as we are
able. At the 3 ast, we-have to besons and:

ahve with the reness oﬁour Father»

i'}.! process of growth, with.
' predictable stages: self-

-} centeredness, role playing, loyal

. conformism, .independence,

would be threatened
‘woman not a virgin? What.is the obligation of a priest to

-makesia
- the casing: But cotintless;studen X
-“thoughit doubt Qt.i'h@ﬁltatron OVer:

daughters o
orderona four—year hi
~to grve a| rough 'outline

the outcasts along our road to ]encho And there are more
youngsters ready for that forthright challenge than I think
we have suspected

But how often has a boy told me that his father
responded to_his desire to serve as a teacher or social
worker with: “Come on! How much can you make doing

that?” What Cathohc parent, given the choice, would -

rather see his son as. Damien among the rotting lepers’ of
Molokai rather’ thanthe president of IBM?7 How. many
parents- realize, " when they have a Bible at home, how
subversive that book.is of the competitive values we
openly admrre’{ If rehgrous education is failing to produce
the effects we'd hoped for, perhaps we could find a clue in
the old Pogo cartoon we have met the enemy, and he 1s'us.

A Spectrum of Doctrines

One major obstacle to cooperauon between the so~called
right side and left side of the issue of religious education is,

1 think, the reluctance of the right to agree that there is also
a spectrum of doctrines in the Church.

Surely there are non-negotiables, to deny which is to
deny the roots of Christianity itself: the divinity of Jesus
Christ, the sharing of the divine aliveness (grace) within
us, ithe real enlivening presence of Christ in the Eucharist,
the true eradication of sinfulness in confession, etci Also
surely, we have doctrines, usually disciplinary, which

- have hardly any real importance at all: how many' times

the bell .is rung at the Elevation, whether women: il::)uld
wear hats i frn church,\étemovmg Stq Chnstophen fro
i ! C. PR & - . " -

Between thése ‘two extremes he matters whose im-:

portance ranges from the weighty to the trivial..It would be
a great service to the faithful if our bxshobs could remove
the following questions from the all-or-nothing state in

* which many Catholics see them and show their importance

in relation to the nonnegotiables: which new ideas are too
dangerous to handle yet? What is the individual’s
obligation to the varymg statements of our bishops?/What

Our Lord had been born of a

say hxs brevrary every day?
We cannot put our minds in neutral-and say that every

imself or from one. fany curial assistants —

equal werght Thi§

ronouncement from %&Vatrcan — whether from the pope ey

ild |
unquestionable but every word of a bishop, priest or

Even Vatican I and Pius IX did not mean that.

I have found that one of the greatest xmpedlrnents to
securing the Gospel and the Church a fair hearing|is the

issue of birth control. Smart young people can't un-- -

derstand why the Church, rather than frustrate thé func-
tion of .an ovary, would frustrate the" i a ¥

person’. The" same ‘young people would™
Church’s stand on abortion, war, the Third
forth. And yet they take that stance on artnfxcnal birth
control and, with total illogic, make it a symbol for all'that
the Church sa

feet . in the once-idealized ‘Chuich, and the .whole idol

" comes 'atumbhn down. 1t js sad but a yone who wants to
tit.

is a very

teach rehgxon to: youngsters ought to: reahze th
strongamped"nment. :

Furthermore, let’ us also admit that falth is nerther a -

commltment made after every doubt has been, remoyed nor
a commitment
Faith is both_calculated” and-a ris
knowledge; it'is a well-researched bet!
bet without some dc?ubtrs* ¢

It ;s/ mt certaln

‘the'” 'g‘d‘h’o”ﬁncemenfs of

the Church was a sin! Whereldo they: %e:f hat;ide

from those of us 'whosargyed to ps

_from tho e, gus{aﬁnw:llmg ~shar A tﬁ

‘those'l we  teach. 1aps’ out

-'realizing, give:the impressic 'less

a gift from God than the decrees oF them g

the .

be“’g kind of “creeping; tna
fallibility.” Then not-only€very word of the pope r:rs
nun.

says. They-discover what they suspect are clay - ; cornmumty and} its -

Wwithout -the slightest shred of. év%denc ..

'ewho,

. God}:

 asdess the thoroughness of therr own curricula and mrght

help parents narrow- the overwhelmmg scope of “religious
education” to .a manageablé size. It is far less com-
prehensive than the new Catechetical Directory and, for
that very reason, perhaps more practicable.

In four years.of high school/ Catholic educatxon, a
student should have had the: ‘opportunity to investigate,
question, articulate and mtema ize his own personal
answers to questlons in.the followmg areas;

—~ What is human fulﬁllment? What will make me’
happy and worthwhile as a human being? What answers to
these -questions are given by psychology, materialism,
commﬁmsm, atheism, non -Christian religions,
Christianity? How'should | ]udge the success or fa:lure ’of a
human life: Mine? !

— Is there 2 Gpd? What wbuld be the consequences to
my individual life if there were no God? What would it be
like to live some years and then die and, truly, cease to be
real forever? What are the co uences in my lifé if there
is a God? What would be my-inde tedness so such a Being?
What evidence is there for me to trust in God's.existence? Is °
science really in opposition to religion? To what level of
faxth do I want to commit myself here and now?

— What is God like? Who known God and can tell
bout\ him?. Why should! l accept the Hebrew and
‘Scripturés-as a pnvr eged se f-communication of
> should works fntten so long 3g6 have
anything:to say to me, in a far different, more modern
world? If like the language hakespeare, scnpture is so
dense and foreign to.me, how can I learn to read it without .
a teachier? How can I learn to understand what God is

sayirig: through scnpture to me“‘ personally?

l.d

* — How can I felate to God? Alone in prayer? Throu
unal praget and worshrp? Through response to the
needt\ f,my ne bors’l :,

— How does God’s idea of human fulhllment affect my
rela onships with my neigh become actively :
ed-in an institutionaliz Ghurch focused ‘around the
st? What! are the hm%t; of my obligation to this
authority? What is ‘my ‘personal -
commitment to it? Do the sac;aments of ‘the: ‘Church*work .
.a 1éal internal change in me 1and my relationships? Why

- 7 was Thaptized without,my consent? Why should I reaffirm _

-that-hurt, what does sin do? Why car’t I confess my sins ’
directly to God withoulna priest? Why should anyone go to "
‘Mass so often? What can I do if my parish doesn’t seem to .
affer ‘me meamngful ‘worship? What difference is there -
betwéen mamaée fore a priest and martiage. before a |

“judge? Why.marry' at all? .:How do thesé sacraments *
proyide any real encounter with the living Christ? How ’

can tell IH don t feel any drfferent after them?

" How can I tell what 'actnons are really right or really |
wrong? What oblngahons do F I“have in justice and, Jove; to.

i tor myself' to my famrly,tto my friends, to ty bosses, .
to my country do:strangersTiy hy do human’beings, in- -

cluding.myself,: d& evil, thmgs? tf God is good,. why would

_he create a world where there i is-s0 much’suffering?’ What‘

role does. 'sexuality ' play i God's ' idea ..of - human
fulfilliment?. Horf can | 1dentnfy a moral problem, evolve » »
alternative " appro

horestly in the light of the Church s teachings;. andcome to 35 0

: a personal decrston about,it? .

— Finally, to what degree do’l want to commnt ‘myself- to "
contmue probmg the Chnstrarr Message?‘When? i s !

I Conclusxon

ters i hnstﬂ or the next
severely dlmriushed indee
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ver'y real c‘ris,xs amo
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aches to it,| assess those alternatives. . N
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