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- By JEAN CARDINALI
This is bemg writtén in response to the Declaration of

is| not” meant to be either an intellectual or objective
itique. Indeed, for this writer, a middle-aged womam

became involved in the old- “Catholic Action” (as

fined by Pius XI) at the age. of{twelve then moved on td
‘ome - an ofﬁcxal part -of what, subsequently, became
n‘as the"“Lay Apostolate,” such a high level of
ticnsm,would bé impossible. Thé emotions aroused by!
the Declaration, bath when' I first read it some months:
ck and, again, in the April 12 issue of Lhe Courier
p eclude thaL i

T,he Declaratlon produced in me an enormous empathy
for the nostalgia which, I suspect, the writers _are ex-
o nencmg I, too, have felt ethns ‘Way = often very in-.
ténsely. At the: same time, I 'found myself annoyed with
th rd for indulging in this seemingly pointless luxury. Let
m_ try to explam for it would be dlfhcult for those who

; #ﬁ‘
, mnsg"“‘w’ h ﬂne Bel jan " :
Cls; movement (Y‘CW) and xtslspmoffs up. ,unt"] Vatican.
b is'true the clericz re]atxonshxbs in regatd to the role of

continue, however, ‘there are aifew things the Chicago
E;') claranon ‘left unsaid. One rather important omission is
that onl Jf a small minority ‘of both clergy and lalty were

~the. ]arty were very ‘different frim the present. Before |

\m,volve I think it accurate to say the Church, in general,
sidered both at best, . deranged and, at ~worst,
dpwnnght dangerousl ,

There is no quesnon that thns,mmonty of pnests were
aoltxvely engaged in forming the; laity for our role in the
“marketplace’ — Pius XIs concept of the “apostolate of like
to hke"' ‘One must, hbwever, sk iif these priests ofithe Pre-
Vv txcaq Il Institutional Church who were,all concerned
+about issues of Social Justice and Social Charity had any
_lother options unless they were part of the Catholic
Academic Commumty
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* 1" [Further, it seems 1mportant to point out that we were

rained to think: of ourselves as Elite — different, hence set

not. on) from those in the milieu we were expected to.

' sut from our fellow Christians who did not™.
the “compelling vision” which:the. aithors of the .
1on seem to beheve orngmated in Chxcago* .

me members of the Catholic Community in Chicago. It .

: Lof;:a léqzty deeply

“While . . . many
parishes have not
responded to the
 challenge, those wzth
a dynamic and

| pmyerful leddership

are. involved in the ‘
‘ Elitist ;_fformatlon

T.
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:
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“aware of their
Chrzstzan vocation’
~and strugglzng to.
exerczs’e it in some
credible way.’

_ ;mission: of the.whole C hurch isi
; sharmg ‘community which proclaims the Gospel

i
Am I, sometlmes nostalgic for that era of which the
C}ucago Declaration speaks? Yes! I miss workmg ith a
close community oLf lay people whose formation, interests
and milieu are similar. to my own. I miss mtex‘actno with
clergy who are not|so busy about their own thmg that they
have little time for ius unless we have a crisis in our hves

- Furthermore, while I believe it is good and valid, I think we -

. ‘have paid. a pri
<Eucharistic minist

" has be¢n “tradit ‘assigned to priests and & srsters

e of -these dEClSlonS,r probably,
iq fairness, _there are $exce;mons

7

statements ) A ; 1

alifies of our present stage of . |

;NO! Tam grateful«that in thz

hur h.thére is room for the many cl‘@nsms
g even: when: they.. it - across .-

; at.t ,e lanty :

be extraordinary ministers .

ara) hraseé contem rar
o ver 1 hgf.fy

e th
y and imimedjately —rsrrm ﬁe\s'att n
all'of” the ‘other clﬁ;tunqs ﬂus

L] . t i
$_survived: "At that ‘time.all of -the |
hﬁl

wx!l have come into* a .}

for our involvement ‘as lectors, o
nners of liturgy or whatever work

e may be, when we. are actmg m-.
I'ateas ultimate decisions always rest else -

|

By SR. M GRATIIA
L’ESPERANCE RSM

In Response to "Has the Chuﬂch Forgotten the '

Christian Worker?" by .

Chrisfians are calle to be, members NOT
ONDY of the world, of lsociety, |and therefore to
minister in thosé laces .of our glaily work, BUT
ALSO we are all cailed to be ful} members of the
Church. commur?xty and therefoxi e to be ministers
of Word, Sacratnent, and Justice to one another
and to;the world. We wear two hats, stand in two
places; bear two| respon51b1htxes ;as citizens of the
earthly society, and citizens o¥ the socmlty of
God's ordering, God's dominion, God's purpose
for hun‘:ankmd i

Before Vatican I, the role of -the laxty was
clear; they were| ministered unto; the clergy were
the active ministers, taking all the roles (as was
clearly %ymboixzed in the old liturgy), made all
the decisions, had all‘the responmbxhty for the
CHURGH AS -INSTITUTION |-- for creating,
maintaining, and carrying out the ordered life of
the Church community; Laity who were highly
motivated and highly trained (such as members
of official orders, or members of various Catholic
Action movements) were ALLOWED the
PROVILEGE [OF SHARING IN THE
APOSTOLATE i (OR MISSION) OF THE
HIERARCHY --!this is the official definition of
Catholic-Action.; The laity had ng missjon of their
own AS PART OF | THE CHURCH S IN-

- STITUTIONAL STRUCTURE. This is the major

element o‘ change in our unpderstanding of
Church - our ecclesiology - ithat ALL ARE
CALLED TO; THE PEREECTION OF
HOLINESS, that all are to share i in responsibility
for being the Church and for its mission on its
many levels: where two or three are gathered in

Jesus’ name, or many gathered in the parish, or
the dxocese, or jthe na Hion, or %the world. The

obecomeé jatrue

message and actxvely initiates action for justice.
Our liturgy is the celebrdtion and inspiration of
this mission. ALL THE BAPTIZED HAVE A

“VOCATION FROM GOD. We must stand as

outsiders when necessary, “in the world but not
of it:" not cooptéd by its false values, but taking
the prophetic role whenithe teaching voice is not
listened to. :1t is not enough for the priest to
preach and the laity to go forth to their jobs. In
isolation, who can speak against the mighty
coalitions which are strangling two-thirds of the
world’s people? We baptized are society, yes; ‘we
all are also Church.

Why do the daity (and the priests, and the
bishops, and the members of official orders) feel
powerless and deserted? Part of the answer is that
we -are heavily burdened with 'the stress and
confusion of change at this time. We still have a
highly BUREAUCRATIC structire of ChurcH,
with authority at the tpp, with decisions man-
dated and handed down] with slot’-fxllmg and job-
filling more impaortant b‘han the persons who fill
them, with, very clear lsymbols such as special
vestments, and with most of our church law seen
as regulating our behavxor and our activities. We
are attempting to imove toward a Wifferent model
of Church: a PARTICIPATIVE model, with
authority at the rcenter; -calling forth and con-
firming decisions with' persons {(and their in-
dzvxdual gifts) in a creative balance with the
community (and its spirit and gifts), with a spirit
of mutuality, and with law seen as forming our
RELATIONSHIPS even more importantly than
our behaviors. Meanwhnle as we try to shift

rselves in an intermediate-

gears, we- find ou

"model, the THERﬁPEUTIC in whgch authority is
© no longer clear, decisions are vague, persons are’
- mostly “in need lof “doing their own thing,”

symbols- are no longer. understood and law is
rejected — almostia “noJaw” attxtpde which is as
authontanan as an “all law™ atutude This is a

" . very human stage' to be’in, but it is a very bad
i_stage to settle down in. The laity| are more than

deserted: they .are called to e on respon-
sibilities to be an adult church wtag‘e still left with
a child’s understanding, skill, and experience. We

" are all new atbeiﬁs an adult Chuarfeﬁn Some of us

want to remain children with parents to tell us
what to do and how to do it. of us are in
an adoléscent rebéllion stage! Some — fortunately
for the future of the institution| ~ are: mature
énough to take.on responsibility. jwithout glg:nyg,

" and gird for the long haul. The most deman

task ahead of us is to understand what it means to
become a faith community which shares and

sel?ports 1ts menibers S0 that they'do not have to

r-Christian: values. and ‘their souls in
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