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famzly is one of
- tnost fruztful
insti utions . to
bring about change.

By JOHN DASH

“In 1ntelllctual circles, the most neglected subject of
inquiry is the family,” Michael Novak ‘said last week in an
interview at|St. John Fisher College.

Novak, author of The Rise of the Unmeltable Ethnics,
and a Washington Star columnist, spoke at the coliege,
!ogether w1th his w1fe Karen, on the sub)ect of the family.

He notes that whlle typically the: lamnly has been a
matter of Catholic concern, if is, becommg a major concern

" through socfety as a whole.”

And he bees a need tor exploring the tamily unit
theoretlc.all)}i to match that congern. ,
His wite;ian artist and recently named Fellow of the
 ;Society 64~ Valueﬁmn ‘Education, differs _with her
l(}uts,band on ;what shduld: constitute 2 lamrly*m }ntellectpél
ebate:

The growEng notion that the tamily may be any com-
munal gathering, an. idea that permeated’ the recent
meeting. of the state’s' bishops and oftice of family life
dlrectors re exves her support. . ll

f

Novak, on the other hand, cautions “you want to be
careful with the natural tamily, that'is what needs nur-
turing.” . : :
l

Mrs. Novak sees an mtnnsnc conqectlon between her
.work as an artist and as an explorer inimysticism, with her
vocation as{a mother and family member, She sees an
.analogy. betieen the “entrance into ambiguity” promoted

T by Eastern-modes of thmkm;., and estabhshmg atamily as

entra ice into the unknown.”

o J{ ,

M ln theonzxng about the family, Novak notes that the
informationjtor theory “comes from the top 10 per cent,
. and that's a distorting tactor. In this upper class it's ternbly

hard to maintain al family There is a vision of upper class
decadence. The truth is however that 66 per_cent of the
couples will stay tagether and that 78 per cent of those who
divorce will remarry. Now what does that: say to the
question of the vnablhty of the family|”

Novak's notxon is that the family belongs with that
group of “mediating instifutions which nounsh the in-
dividual and protect him from the state.’ Among those
grogp,s, he says, are,p;;nsh&&and aexg,hbor«hgod.v

Propectmg that! notion is high on the agenda tor the
Carter Administration, he says. He prides himselt that that

" situation is due, he says, to his own advocacy.+

The Church, He observes, “Until the Second Vatican
Council was very family oriented . . . it was the only
institution that worked. The notion of the Trinity as a
community, the Qommunal sense, The Holy Family,” all
are expressions of ~the Church’s concern for the family -

Since Vatican I, however, “the attention. has shifted to
the problems of tl'le world.” He cites! the 1ssﬁ‘€c of civil and
human rights, of war and peace, as being worthwhile, but
as examples of a dlmmlshmg emphlasxs on the tamxly

{
“This is one place we can make a positi ntnbutnon to
American scholatship;” he says. “I woe%‘l) urge social
action groups to.examine the role ot the family in any
larger problem. The family is one «f .the-most truittul
institutions to WOrk with to bring aboutﬁ_g;han;;e.”

STAROPOLIl:

‘The family is found
wherever people:lzve
together in com-i
munity.

By JOHN DASH

The commonly accepted idea of a family as “white
middle class with 2.4 children,” had rough gping last week
in Albany when Cardinal Terence Cooke, and the state’s
bishops and office of family lite directors discussed their
work for the family. ;

Frank Staropoli, who, with his wife Sue and other
members ot the local team, were present dt the meeting,
said Jast week that the general tong of the gathering “tried
to reflect the pastoral needs of ithe family beyond the
ordipary understandingof the nuclear famil;}.”

“The lamlly Is found,” he said, wherever people live
together in commumty - i
.. | -
lncci(pof’)fea m’Yhat understanding, he n(jted are “single
parents, the elderly, childless couples, black and Hispanic
tamilies and even singles,” when they gather as a
recognizable unit.

The separated and divorced also are members ot family
units,” he said.

! The Albany meeting was a dialogue, hé observed. No
resolutions were passed, but rather intormation was given
the bishops as they prepare to tackle thejsubject of the
family in their national May meeting in Chxéago

It is expected that at that time, the bishaps will issue a
“pastoral plan for tamily ministry. ;

“Another key, key message,” in Albany, Staropoli said,
“is the notion ot getting away from asking the question
‘What can the Church do to serve families?" to asking ‘How

can the Church enrich its own life? How can families
themselves minister to each other and call forth the

richness already there?’

Aprll 21

“Alleluia” | will be  the athen.chhaelF Conboy,
theme, wfgi_'_ th ordination of who haé been sec¢retary to
Deacor James - D.” Peters, Bishop Jeseph L. Hogan for-
scheduled for Priday, April more thin eight yeass. soon . |
21 at 8 p,m.jat St. Thomas will become pastor of 5t.

Patrick’s.in Seneca Falls. The
Pastoral
his appointment Monday

the Apostle {Church, Iron-
dequoit. Deacon Peters will
be the tirst parishioner trom
Holy Ghost parish ordained

as a diocesan priest. “] am looking forward'to

the parochial ministry,
" Bishop Joseph ‘L. Hogan Fathet ‘Conboy .told the
~ will be the ordaining prelate. Courier—}ournal “l1 have

" The son of Raymond and -

'who now count on'the ministerial staff,

to help. me build up the
community of faith in the

parish "

~ Sthool-and- graduatéd from

ted: from the
§ 'tﬁ( at Brockport
B chglor of ‘Arts in
He attended

The Seneca Falls pastor:ate
has: been vacant for several
. weeks, since Father Leo; E. .
Lynch r‘esigned it.” Father -
, Lygeh, an sick leave, will be

asstgnedlm Juné to less lar-
" duous utnes the Pastoral

Father Conboy Namet

Office announced .

‘heard many fine things about -
the people of Seneca Falls. |

the parlsl\ council and all the - -
members of the parish family =~

" Trinity, Webster 'St. Charles

AS l where'he attended $t: Mary’s

i

Pastor in Seneca Falls

As secretaryr ’he has been
personal aide 1o the bishop,
arranging his appointments
and accompanying him on
his rounds. It. has been his
responsibility . to channel

‘. and bishop,; to ‘handle
' correspondence and to_keep
up-to-date records on ‘the
clergy.

“l have enjoyed my years
assisting  thé bishop “in
B promoting the growth of the
* Church in Rochester,” Father
“There are

signs of

Conboy said;
many hope’llul
renewal.

'
Ve

“Bishop Hogan js a very
fihe man to work with —
gentle, sensitive, caring. He
. Borromeo, Greeoel St
Margaret decisions, atl times, very
dequoit; Bi 7 difficult ones. Always, he has
him assecretary n the best interests of the
1969. Church at heart. I am glad [

B have been able to be a part of

- He was horn lrl Auburn, his administration. And 1
¢ want to thank the priests for
their - fraternal support, for
their encourdgement to do

High School beforp entenng r
" the jobs that had to be done.”

the dlocesan semmanes

|

information between priests

has had to make a lot of .

”

Cia 0' [ Photo by Susan McKinney
Bldding goodbye to Bishop Joseph | L. Hogan
as he left the Monroe County Airport,

Monday, for his “ad limina” visit to Rome are

- Auxiliary Bishops Dennis chkey, left and
]ohn McCafferty, right.
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