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BY RELIGIOUS MS SERViCE

A planned march by a small Lunch of homegrown

“Nazis through a heavily ]éwxsh suburb of Chicago

has_focused attenfion in the.United :States on what
appears to be a resurgence of Nazism here and
abroad l : i

'

At the same time, the propésed march provoked a
strong counter-response by members of the Christian
commum}y. .

Swastika-wearing j
members of the National]
Socialist Party of Americai
planned to parade through
Skokie, where 10 per cent
of the Jewish residents are
survivors: of the Nazi
persecution in Germany,
on April 20, the anniver-
sary of "Adolph Hitler's
birth.

But on March 17,«a
tederal judge issued a 45-%
day stay, which in effect P
barred the Nazis from§
marching through Skokie, ;
pendmg an appeal in the
case’

Meanwhile, a group of
Roman Catholic and Pro- In t.
testant clergy in Skokie issued aj statement expressing
their commitment “to identifyiing with the Jewish
residents in their deep distress occasioned by the Nazi
presence and exercise of un-American and irreligious
tree speech '

“VVe are also aware,” said the group, “that a Nazi
presence would be distressing tar a variety of reasons
to thousands of non-lewish residents as well

As. a peacetul counter—demnnbtrauon to -the
threatened Nazi demonstrationi in Skokie, the Na-
tional Conference of Chnstlans'and Jews announced
plans tor-a’ National Day (ot ChristianJewish

Sohdanty, AprﬂZZ o ]' : |
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“While recogmzm;, that Jews have been the
primary victims ot the Nazi ideology ot hate and -
destruction,” said Donald W. MgEvoy, senior NCC]
vice president, “we do not see the emergence of neo-
Nazism as a ‘Jewish problem.” We see the heightened
activity ot the Nazis as a thredt and a challen;.e to

" Christians, as wéll. We believe lthe Naa plattorm to

-

be antithetical to (_hnstmmly }

To Phnhp M. Klutzmck prdsldent of the World
Jewish Congress; the proposed|{Nazi march through

Skokie had become: “an interngtional ‘symbol ot the -

ettort togebuild Nazism and alt | hat it xmphcs.

L~,_

On ‘\Aarch 27, Klutzmck vumed alarm at

"the

groups in Latm Amenca has grow: n'c
numbers ot incidents in the Federal Répuiblic oG
.many and the recurrence of théHitler story haa tipset
not only that government but Lhas mlsedampérkant
questions for ‘us all . . . Reports trom France in rela-
tion to the recent elech(ms there have been identitied
as a new wave of anti- Semm,sm
Even:earlier this year, a fasb ot anticSemitic acts
broke out in parts; of uvuthe n France. In Dijon,
threats of violence were, received by the head ot the
Jewish commiunity, the. local irabbi, and the area
president ot the. Intemat;onal Léa;.,ue Against Racism
and Ann—S g

Slogans Wthh appeared on! walls' in’ Dijon and
elsewhere included “Jew get out ot Franee, Hitler was
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“"Amierica.is not on the verge
of a Nazi takeover r.. . their
very presence “howewver, and
their recent

fto publzc vzew,

e

.Marsexlles and Toulon’.”

i

-(U.S‘A. o0 1978

right'"'and "Put the Jews mtd‘tarﬁbs."

Ant1~Sem1t1c slogans defaced gynagogues - in
The Jewish cemetery of Isle-
gecrated.-In Marsel les, students at
-a. number. of

sur- Sorgue was -'de
two. h:gh schools. iwere: offered — ar
them wore — yellow T-shirts. wi&h
Hungry‘! Puta Jew i in Your Oven TS

Vef, Weét Germany, ‘anti-
 comiplaints to

These involved a
beating and a threat to a
]ewnsh shopkéeper,
-anonymous telephione
% threals. and - insults,” a
/" desecration; the
dlstnbutlon ot anti-Jewish
pamphlets; the daubing of
anti-Semitic slogans on
wwalls, and reports of racist
‘comments} and jokes in
focal schoals.

“In  Argentina, threats
wagainst the American
tlewish JCommittee’s
jrepresentative in Buenos
Aires led fthe "agency to
close its gftice there last
Summer, dfter 39 years of
operation. Y

. Earlier, heo-Nazi books
appeared on the newgtands in Buenos [Aires and some
other cities in Afgentina and' numerpus Jewish
businesses, synagogues and school$ were- : ombed.

Sclt-styled “neo-Nazi” youth m pvements have
sprung up in parts of Portugal, mamly in Lisbon, the
capital, and the northern city of Opofto. Leatlets cir-
culated in a high school in Oporto said, “All is not
= lost. National Secialism is the answef to the material
and spirtual peeds of Wcstum»man- ‘Fhose: whor call
Hitler a madiian. dnll Lume to understand’ thg&reas(m
t8T his ;,lmnuus acts.

At Mafra High School in Lisbon, Portuguese na-
tional Hags were torn down and students chanted
“Heil Hitler” and cheered the name jot tormer Por-

tuguese rightwing dictator Antonio Sdlazar.
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In Lm..land many Britons, in¢luding church
~leaders, have “expressed grave concern over the
" growth of the racist National Frant I3 rty, which now
ranks ‘as_the third-largest political group. atter . the

Labor and Conservative parties. The National Front
is a linegk'descendant of the British Union of Fascists
ot'the 1930s. . '

-Nazi parties or tacsimiles thereot exist nominally in

Denmark, Finland, Chile and Austrdlia. Here in the
United States, news stories chronicle threatened Nazi

lhe mscnptnon,
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Po,;tu al Students:
Heil Hztler |

|
oston . Swastzkas

]ewzsh Property

in Milwaukee, San, Francisca and St Louis and

i i , . . . H
marchxp clashes between Nazis and outraged citizens
synagogue desecratmns 3 e

v

‘A redéni outbrgdk' ot a u-l::Whh mcndcnts in- -
the daubing of swastikas on Jewish property
and the vandalism of several synagogues, has been |
reported in the Greater Boston Area.

While tears and anxieties have been. ralsed m thc ‘

-Nazn movement in the, U.S. by’ the@ Anighican
: “a wnde;pread

sxmpl not true.”

~ Alluding to the commnteé report, NCCJ vice presi-
dent McEvoy said, Americq is not on the'verge ot a
Nazi tdkeover. In tact, the|eight separate neo-Nazi
groups in this country (split by discord, hatreds and
petty jealousies) havc a compined membershlp ot lesq
than 2, persons.’

“Their very presence, however,” McEvoy added,
“and particularly their recent emer;,enceqnto publlc .
view, fonstifutes an aberra ion which dannot be ig-
nored C
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