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The signers “of this
Declaration are members

of the Cathslic Com-. ! - A recent caller to this newspaper  roles asa businessman. mayor. factory .
munity in Chicago. Vatican I[ did identify said he expected a worker here tolbe  worker . . . that one can change the Ry
. an's hopes for social “more Christian” than the averdge  system orily as an ‘outsider’ to the % |
. For. decades, the justice and world, peace Catholic. Without realizing it, Hiis  society and system.” That is by going ey
Church in Chicago with the Church’s saving caller had scratched the surface of a  to work directly in the institutional
nurtured a corpelling | mission, Thel salvation of probleni  being recognized i the  Church - 3
‘|- vision of lay Chritians in the world is no longer to Cluzrch. g : ‘

. saciety, The vision they

)

be construed as applying

had was eventually. ac-
cepted and celebrated by
the ' Second' Vatican
‘Councit. That same vision
produced . national
movements and networks
‘which generated a
dynamic lay leadership. It
attracted priests who saw
.their ministry as arousin

the laity to the pursuit o%’
justice and freedom; who

only to individual persons

institutions . of society,
The Church is present to
the world in the striving
of the laity tor transform
the world of political,
economic and social
institutions.  The clergy
minister so that the laity
will exercise their family,
neighborly, ,and oc-

but -embraces: all the.

Have we developed too “churchy? a
concept of social justice? That is, do we
institutionalized
in facing
Should anvy
follower of Christ expect another toibe

look only to the
Church

worldly  problems?

“more Christian”'?

Last December, the

for leadership

Leighton

and loan

-

Chicago

Declaration of Christian Concern was

“The declaration was signed npt only Y
by theologians, Catholic activists but '
also by Patrick Gorman
Amalgamated Meat Cutters, George
of the federal judiciary,
Faustin A. Pipal, chairman of a savings
association, and
businessmen, journalists, lawyers and
medical professionals.

of the

other

i

' served the laity without cupational roles mirdful issued.  Among other things, § it We invite reader reaction to this '
s manipulating them. of . their Christian suggested that perhaps the importanice  declaration. Do you think social action e
> . T responsibility. 'The thrust of the general laity in ordinary sotial in this diocese has been clerically Loz
H .. Shall we | passively of Vatican. il is. un- roles. arising from their work in #the  dominated? Or do you think we have B PR
‘accept that period of mistakable: world is “bein overlooked -- ‘the  generated wide enough lay in- ¥
1 . history as completely . N impression is often created that onecan | volvement  through, say, lhuman M
3:'_;;“ talr\‘:t Vj{’:\’(‘e dlt‘toﬂl;: h Wl:at. St‘%‘-‘c‘lh,cta“}’ work” for sjustice and peace onlyiby  development comrhittees in parishes, ;
‘4 'svoﬂcrea_tivé?-p\;'\lﬁille ‘ m;ny fh:irrageeci;ﬁ: nfa?ur:.l {t :2 ~ stepping outside of those ordingzry and other concern groups? 3 ;@
; « Jin.cthe. Church., exhaust | true, that thosé in Holy . i K ; ] !

3

Feheti ‘énérgie&#=arguing - | -orders can’ at” times. be T

s

s

AN

" intérnal * issdes, albeit
" important . ones, such as
the ‘ordination 6f women
‘and a-married clergy, the.
. laity who spend most -of-
- their time and energy in
the professional and

.occupatipnal world
appear to have beenc
deserted. p

" - ““Without a;vision, the -

people shall vpsriks,h.«" ‘Who
now sustains | : TS
-as they meet the daily
challenges of their job-and
-~ profession — the arena in

-

which questions of ‘justice
and peace iare really

located? Where are.the

Mmovements, -and

organizations " supporting
the . young. toward a .

Christian maturity?
Where are the priests
sufficiently self-assured’in
their own identity and
faith that theylcan devote’

themselves to; energizing

lay leaders committed to
reforming the structures
_ of society?

. We-wait impatiently for
a new prophecy, a new
word that canjonce again
- stit” the laity jto sée the
grandeur of the Christian
vision for man in society
and move priests to
galvanize lay ;persons in
their
role. "

We tKink that this new
prophecy should retrieve,
at least in pa_g¥, the best
insights of Vatican II.. It
was Vatican! I that
broadened jour un-
derstanding, of the

ay persbiis.

engaged in secular ac-
tivities, and even have a
secular " profession. But
. they “are, by reason of
- their particular vocation,
" especially and professedly
ordain to the sacred
ministry. Similarly, by
their state in life, religious
give splendid and striking
testimony that the world
can not be. transformed
. and - offered : to God
without the spirit of the
beatifudes. But the laity,
by their special vocation,
" seek the kingdom of God
' by engaging i temporal

‘| atfairs snd by ordering -

them according to - the

the world, that is, in each
and in all, of .secular
professions iand. . oc:
cupations. They live in
the ordinary-circumstan-
ces of family and social
life, from which the very
web of their existence is
woven. Today they are
called by God, that by
exercising their proper
function, and led by the
spirit of the :Gospel, they
may work for the sanc-
tification of the world
from within‘as a leaven.
In this way they may
make Christ known to
others, espegially by the

secular-religious .

testimony of a life
resplendent in faith, hope
and charity, Therefore,
since they tare tightly
' bound up .irj all types of

-| temporal affairs, it is their

i special task o order and
" to throw light upon these
; affairs. in such a way that

' they may be made and

i grow according to Christ

;. involvement ;
church . related activity,

plan. of God. They live in .

recent years it seems to
have all-.but vanished
from the consciousness
and agendas of many
sectors within the Church.

It is our experience that
a ,wholesome and
significant movement
within the Church -= the
involvement of lay people
in many Church
ministries — has led to a
devaluation of the unique
ministry .of lay-men and

women. The tendency has -

‘been to-see lay. ministry as

e.g., religious education,

pastoral care for the sick |
. and elderly, or readers in

church on Sunday. Thus
lay ministry is seen as the

laity’s participation . in
work traditionally
assigned to priests or
-sisters. e

We recognize the new
opportunities openegd up
to the laity to become
deacons, but believe that
in the long run such
programs will be a
disaster if they create the
impression that only in
such fashion do the laity
mainly participate in the
mission of the Church.
We nate thal our
misgivings are shared by
the Apostolic Delegate to
the United States, - Ar-
chbishop Jean Jadot, who
commented recently, I
believe in the laity. And
the laity as laity. [ was

_very,” very impressed, |

must say, . by my ex-

- periences in Africaand

in some ;.

the Church you must be
ordained.”
B

QOur 6wn reaction to the
Detroit; “Call to Action”
conference reflects a
similat  ambivalence.
Without a doubt, it was
historic, precedent-setting
in its gonception, In its

.consultfative process, in
- helping; all levels of the

to  each -
in facing

Church; listen
other iand

challeriges . to growth
affecting the inner life of

the Chyrch. But devoting, .

as.it did, se much of its
time toithe internal affairs
of ‘the Church, the
conference did not suf-
ficiently illuminate the
broadet mission of the
Church; to the world and
the indispensable role of

“lay Chiistians in carrying

out thaé mission.
i

During the last decade
especially, many priests
have acted as if the
primary responsibility in
the Charch for uprooting
injusticé, ending wars and
defendipg human rights
rested with them as or-
dained { ministers. As a
result they bypassed the
laity to pursue social
causes dn their own rather
than jenabling lay
Christidns  to  shoulsler
their own responsibility.
These priests and religious
have sbught to impose
their own agendas for the
world lupon the laity.
Indeed, {if in the past the
Church: has suffered from
a tendeficy to clericalism
on the right, it may now

world. The impression is
often created that one can
work for justice and peace
only by stepping outside
of those ordinary roles as
a businessman, as a
mayor, as a factory
worker, as a professional
in the State Department,
or as an active union
member and thus that one
can change the system
only as an “outsider” to
the society and the
system.

Such ideas, clearly
depart . from the main-
stream of Catholic social
thought which regards the
advance of social justice
as essentially the service
performed within one's
professional and oc-
cupational milieu. The
almost exclusive
preoccupation with~ the
role of the “outside” as the
model of social action can
only distract the laity
from the apostolic
potential that lies at the
core of their professional
and occupational lives.

Although we do not
hold them up as models
adequate to present-day
necds, we do note with
regret the decline and, too
often, the demise of those
organizations and mnet-
works of the recent past
whose task it&was to
inspire and support | the
laity in their vocation to
the world through their
professional and oc-
cupational lives. We have
in mind such
organizations as the
National Catholic Social

eAction Conference, The
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Church. It réjected the | tothe praisepfthe creator .  my/ closeness and face the' threat of a National Conference of -
notion that C}';urch is td ,;and _redeemer.” (Con- . friéndliness with some revived: clericalism — on Employers and Managers, :
be identified }Exclusively i stitution on|the Church, = ' African bishops . who theleft., ' . ‘ the - Association of f "
* . ‘with hierarchical roles —... ipara.31.) | -.:dof’t want to hearabouta - Catholic Trade Unionists, S
‘ such as bishopjand priest. 7' R . ' perfnanent diaconate. We ialso note with the National Council of . !
} The Church is}as present o Although jthe teaching  ...They! say it will Kill the .~  concern ! the steady Catholic Nurses, Young
' | toj the world [in the or- ~ of -Vatican I on the : faityinthe Church_; I will. #- depreciation, during the Christian  Students,
1 1- dipary - r,'ol'e% ot lay - ,{fngnis y . of i the Jaity. is . Kkillithe Jaity in the Church. «past decade, of the or- Young Christian

becatise it will feinforce »* - dinary, 'social roles

‘through which the laity .
serve

.
LR e

Christians. as it ‘is in the [~ forceful ‘and “répresénts - will ¢
ecclesiastical | roles o ne"of the Council’s most - the .conviction' already
bishops and .. priest,’.~ fnotable.ach Fy’ém‘enyts,‘« in - existing“that to work for : and act -upon the

- (To 12) ;
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