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Wednesday , Ap r i l 5 ,1978 

N e w a r | > : ; ^ t o S ) - In 
the J a t e ^ ; 5 0 s J ' a b l a c k 
Cathol ic b i s h o p j l r o m G h a n a . 
asked m e why: p i e : C a t h o l i c 
Church in A m e r i c a , h a d not 
been able to. j produce a 
priest w h o c o u l d d o for 
black G^thol ieS a n d the ' 
C a t h o l i c ^ r l u r c h * " w h a t Dr . 
Kingvyas^diM*:fjor Slacks in 
general a n ^ i f o t . a n d w i t h his 
church in parjticcilar. ' 

As- pd l i t e l y as I c q u l d J 
informed"the b ishop tha t h e 
could re f lec t ; 3s a b ishop, 
that no b l a c k pr ies t w o u l d " 
survive^ af fef j - thatJDr . ' K ing 
enjoyed r a ' i ree jdom in his 
church w h i c h - f e w or. any 
C a t h o l i c s ^ e n j j D y e d a n d 
certainly - j i o b lack priest 
en joyed . - . . ' . ' 

I c o n c j Q ' d e d - t h e 
d i s c u s s i o n b^.'= p l a y i n g 
prophet a n d suggested that 
M a r t i n L y t h f e r m i h g Jii. was 
one sent, by G o d t o all! "of us 
and that he. w o u l d be our 
l iberator. H e w o u l d l ibera te 
black Catho l ics a l o n g w i t h 
the re$t of the na t ion . 

In m a k i n g this p r e d i c t i o n , 

I was not ignoring isome 
hard real i t ies a b o u t (black 
C a t h o l i c s . H s t o r i c a l l y . 
black non-CatBol ics j had 
been very m u c h in the 
forefront o f the struggle for 
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in the 
f r e e d o m . They spoke loudly 
force fu l ly and e f fect ive ly to 
the conscience of w h i t e 
A m e r i c a using the teachings 
of Jesus as theft point of 
d e p a r t u r e . T h e O l d 
Testament provided them •! 
w i t h more than enough " 
models of l iberat ion. O n the 
o t h e r s i d e o f 

d e n o m i n a t i o n a l a f f i l i a t ion , 
b lack Cathol ics had n o t -
been so deeply involved in 
t h e struggle for f r e e d o m . 
They did not possess their 
o w n pulpits. Their priests 
and sisters w e r e not ready or 
even w i l l ing to recognize 
the oppression under w h i c h 
they d i v e d , because the 
Ca tho l ic Church prac t iced a 
most e f fec t i ve f o r m of 
oppression in re legat ing her 
b lack m e m b e r s to : status of 
to le rance replete w i t h a l l .o f 
the" i n d i g n i t i e s t h a t 
t o l e r a n c e w i t h o u t l o v e 
makes mani fest . 

I a m not suggesting that 
b lack non-Cathol ics had an 
e a s y t i m e , b u t I a m 
suggest ing" tha t it w a s 
i n e v i t a b l e t h a t j f r o m a 
rel igious p e o p l e l ike my 
black non-Catholic brothers 
and sisters) a- Dr . M a r t i n 

Luther King1 Jr. would arise 
a n d lead alii of us, at least to 
a r e a l i z a t i o n of our o w n 
potential not only to free 
ourselves, but to f r e e , our 
oppressors as w e l l . 
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Auxiliary Bishop Joseph 
A. Francis S V D of N e w a r k , a 
native of Lafayette, La., is a 
f o r m e r president of t h e 
C o n f e r e n c e ' o f M a j o r 
Superiors of M e n and a 
fo rmer prov inc ia l superior 
of the D i v i n e W o r d Father's 
W e s t e r n a n d S o u t h e r n 
Province. H e has also served 
as president of the N a t i o n a l 
B l a c k C a t h o l i c C l e r g y 
Caucus. 

Fr. 
AU^Wtipmon 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) Lk. 
2413-35 . (R1) Acts 2:14. 22-
28. ( R 2 ) i ; P t . 1:17VZ1. 

"Christ is a l ive t o d a y , " 
sum*, up fa i r ly we l l what 
next Sunday's readings- are 
s<iying 

1 he Lucan story expla ins 
that Christ is present in the 
liturgy: in the Li turgy of the 
Word (Christ's e x p l a n a t i o n 
ot the Scr iptures o n the 
road) a n d - t h e l i t j u r g y of the 
tuchar ist ( the b r e a k i n g of 
the bread at the' end of the 
ic/urney). The real d iscovery 
o/ L m m a u s was the t r u t h " 
tfoat Christ 'was a l ive . 

We too have lost the 
bodily presence of Christ , 
b u t w e . h a v e H i s 
sacramental pjeience in the 
breaking o f t h e brfead. T o 
discover this presence, it is 
necessary tha t our eyes be 
o p e n e d . O f j t h e t w o 
disciples, itf is. said, "Their 
eyes w e r « o p e n e i i " T h e 
passive vbi<£#Yw<as used, "to 
indicate thaJLtheir d iscovery 
of the .presericje <of Christ 
was not their o w n do ing , b u t 
something d o n e to: t h e m by 

'a Power outside t h e / n - the 
Holy Spir i t . - !, 

:,.'£*{.. . i 
''Their'„ "eyes w e r e 

opened.l' , tHefr eyes, .not 
their b q d j l j ^ e y p s y I b r H / v i t h 
these ;*:thefitt'sw ^the, - man 
Christ^ ButKtheft'inner-eyes 
fk« «. .— L£.'*t : 2i_v i — i —J 

p h y s i c a l , b e y o n d t h e 
m a t e r i a l . Has no p e r c e p t i o n 
ot • the [invisible, the 
m e t a p h y s i c a l . : t h e 
s p i r i t u a l — lof d iv ine things, 
of Chrjst! Yet a l l t h e w h i l e 
these things are n e a r t o h i m , 
as near as Chr is t w a s t o the; 
two;dis.ciple,s;pn*theroad. v •* 

! t tow ca|ri" bur r eyes of 
unders tand ing a n d f a i t h be 
o p e n e d ' 

H o w d o w e o p e n our t w o 
bodi ly eyesV Is it not by an 
act ot our w i l l ' H o w our 
wi l ls d o this is a per fec t 
mystery, lhe will sends a 
message to the bra in and 
the brain to the opt ic nerves 

.and the nerves to the organ. 
I he w i l l c o n t r o l s o u r 
o p e n i n g and our shutt ing 
our eyes 

So w i t h the open ing ot the 
eyes of the mind and ot 
fa i th . There must Urst be the 
w i l l — the- w i l l to see, the 
wi l l to be l ieve . The disciples 
on the road w a n t e d Christ to 
be a l ive . ' W e were hoping 
. ." they said Then this wi l l 
of theirs b e c a m e ev ident in 
their readiness to listen to 
the e x p l a n a t i o n of Scr ipture 

and in their talking- about 
Christ Af ter this, the Spirit 
o p e n e d their eyes 

The results w e r e spec­
t a c u l a r . First, the t w o 
disciples fel t their hearts 

- burn w i t h i n them. T h e y fe l t 
GodV presence while the 
Scr ipture . was being ex­
p la ined . Then they got their 
" w a l k i n g f e e t " — they got 
u p a n d i m m e d i a t e l y 
re turned to Jerusalem. And 
they got a " r e a d y t o n g u e " — 

.they talked about Christ No 
' o n e can f ind Christ and be 

qu ie t a b o u t it. N o o n e can 
be o p e n t o G o d and not be 
apostol ic . ' • ^ . 

So w e need just s imple 
good wi l l expressed by our 

As I look back on the 
M a r t i n Luther King Jr. era, I 
find that I cannot speak or 
w r i t e ' of an u n q u a l i f i e d 
acceptance by b lack 
Cathol ics . I a m sure that this 
is so -even a m o n g blacks in 
g e n e r a l . M a n y b l a c k 
C a t h o l i c s , ' l i k e most w h i t e 
Cathol ics , looked u p o n Dr . 
King w i t h suspicion. Yet 
they cou ld not reaj ly escape 
t h e a p p e a l to their con­
sciences and for the b l a c k 
Cathoj ics they resonated 
only t o o w e l l j vWth' w h a t he 
said and did-. 

. Dr . M a r t i n Luther K ing Jr. 

"j-iVe " t a l k i n g . -;,tty>by-night 
evangel ist ; he w a s a leader 
whose leadership was in­
c a r n a t e d in s u f f e r i n g a n d 
re jec t ion . The Christ f igure 
re f lec ted by h im was t o o 
obv ious to be ignored. The 
accusat ions of his enemies 
cou ld not destroy the t r u t h . 
he spoke and by which he 
l ived. Yet, no o n e den ied 
that a great part o f ' h i s 
a p p e a l c a m e f r o m the fact 
that he was h u m a n and v not 
D iv ine . 

d e t r a c t i o n , they rea l i zed 
tha t Dr . King h a d t o u c h e d 

f. the conscience of, their 
j> "Church also. ; 

I believe that one! of the 
most s igni f icant results of 
Dr . King's leadership for 
b l a c k C a t h o l i c s is t h e 

: m o t i v a t i o n it gave t h e m t o 
: se ize the leadership in their 

Church in matters that 
" c o n c e r n e d t h e i r " p a r -

' ticipation and their rights. 

U p unt i l Dr.. King and his 
non-violent m o v e m e n t took "i-
hold of A m e r i c a there w e r e 
some signif icant C a t h o l i c 
interracia l m o v e m e n t s and 
through organ iza t ions l ike 
t h e N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c 
C o u n c i l f o r I n t e r r a c i a l 
Justice some s ign i f i cant 
progress for blacks had been 
m a d e in the C a t h o l i c C h u r c h 
in the larger c o m m u n i t y . 
The men and w o m e n w h o 
w e r e i n v o l v e d w e r e 
d e d i c a t e d and m a d e great 
inroads in arousing the 
conscience of the A m e r i c a n 
h i e r a r c h y a n d m a n y 
Cathol ics . Hut even here 
there was opposi t ion in the 
Cnurch. 

years, bu t w e r e u n b e n d i n g 
a n d uncompromis ing . 

f 

For m e personal ly . Dr. 
M a r t i n Luther King Jr. still 
remains a challenge and an 
inspirat ion. H e is a Christ 
figure not, in spite of his 
humanness, bu t because of 

it. I f i rm ly be l ieve thcjt C o d 
selected h im a n d He an ­
swered a ca l l tha t t mjjst try 
to hear and c o n t i n u e , i n m y 
smal l w a y w h a t he has 
begun. A Dr . M a r t i n Luther 
K ing Jr. wi l l not pass this 

way again for years to 
c o m e . ; 
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Black Cathol ics looked 
up to h im wi th suspicion 
because he was a Baptist 
p r e a c h e r a n d B a p t i s t 
preachers were not l o o k e d 
upon k indly by Cathol ics in 
general and black Cathol ics 
were - no d i f f e ren t . But 
Cathol ics were ab le to 
b r i d g e t h a t p r e j u d i c i a l 
chasm because being black 

was much more important 
that not be ing Cathol ic . Dr. 
King show t h em w h a t priests 

and bishpps had noj been 
ab le or iwi l l ing to show 
t h e m , nanie ly . that they had 
been shortchanged by a 
Church w h i c h spoke o f . 
f r e e d o m and equa l i ty , but 
d id very l i t t le to b e c o m e a 
l iberatbr, and .nothing to 
c h a l l e n g e a n d c h a n g e 
segregated pract ices and 
policies w i th in the Church 
itself. 

As the special char ism of 
Dr. King began to m a k e 
i tse l f k n o w n in e v e r 
w i d e n i n g c i r c l e s , b l a c k 
Catholics in small clusters 
began to join ' the i r nonr 
Catho l ic brothers and sisters 
— whi te , b lack , b r o w n — 
and they began to m a r c h to 
the steady b e a t of this n e w 
d r u m m e r and to f o l l o w the 
certa in note of his t r u m ­
peted message. W h e n b lack 
( [ a tho l i cs yvitnessed t h e 
C o m m i t m e n t a n d d e d i c a t i o n 
qf a smal l groupjof nuns a n d 
plriests w h o m a r c h e d in the 
South, w e r e ja i led a n d 
suffered the most , v ic ious 
k i n d s o f s l a n d e r a n d 

As black Cathol ics began 
to c o m e into their o w n , 
spurred on by the in f luence 
of Dr . King, they b e c a m e 
m o r e and m o r e a w a r e that 
the leadership in these 
Ca tho l ic organisat ions was 
still a w h i t e leadership 
Black Catho l ics w a n t e d to 
see t h emse l ves in t h a t 
leadership a n d to speak and 
act for themselves. 

M a n y d e d i c a t e d and w e l l 
m e a n i n g w h i t e s n e i t h e r 
unders tood nor a p p r e c i a t e d 

. Dr. King's movement,and its 
strategies. In t h e m i d d l e 60s 
t h e a l i e n a t i o n b e t w e e n 
voca l and aggressive b lacks 

- and the m o r e conservat ive 
whi tes a n d some blacks 
b e c a m e pa in fu l l y apparen t 
M a n y whi tes, m a n y of them 
my fr iends, took this as a 
p e r s o n a l - r e j e c t i o n o f 
themselves and gradually 
d i s a s s o c i a t e d t h e m s e l v e s 
f r o m t h e s t r u g g l e f o r 
f r e e d o m . O t h e r younger and 
more .progressive whi tes 
jo ined the struggle, but even 
they to this d a y w e r e not 
and still are not suf f ic ient ly 
sensitive to the hard"rea l i ty 
t h a t w h i t e l e a d e r s h i p 
cannot bring aibout the 
fullness of l ibera t ion and 
prov ide the measure of self 
w o r t h that blacks must 
have 

W i t h this in m i n d ^ j ^ r p u p 
of b lack Cathol ic priests, 
brothers and serri inariajis 

mot in Detroit in April 1968 
and f o r m e d the N a t i o n a l 
B l a c k C a t h o l i c ' C l e r g y 
Caucus. This organization 
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s h o c k e d the -
- C h u r c h in A m p r i c a 
Jssuing a s ta tement 
p r o c l a i m e d , " t h e 
Church in the Unit 
is a w h i t e racist ins t i tu t ion ." 
The organization then 
a f f i r m e d its in tent ion of 
un i t ing to exercise their 
leadership in t h e Catho l ic 
Church as blacks. 

C a t h o l i c 
by 

that 
Ca tho l ic 

ted States 

B U R N S - H A N N A 
F U N E R A L H O M E 
1795 Ridge Rd. E. 467-5745 

From the seeds planted in 
D e t r o i t w e now; have" a 
N a t i o n a l , B l a c k 
C o n f e r e n c e , 
Black C a t h o l i c Lay Caucus 
a n d the N a t i o n a l 
Black Cathol ics , 
a n d J. w o m e n 

D f f i c e for 
The m e n 

w h o 

s p e a r h e a d e d th is n e w 
d i rec t ion in the 
C h u r c h w e r e a 
c o m m i t t e d t o Dr, 
his m o v e m e n t . • N k m e s l ike 

M-swi-wl* <>*vsift .(.t: 'J! • 

C l a r k , P o r t e r , I D - a v i s . 
L a m b e r t ; M a / t i n djePorres, 
G r a y , Tay lor a n d others w i l 
b e r e m e m b e r e d ! ; w i t h 
g r a t i t u d e b y ; b l a c k 
Cathol ics . T h e y i q f f e r e d 
t h r o u g h s o m p d i f f i c u l t 
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P a u l W. H a r r i s 
FUNERAL H O M E INC 

570 Kings H ighway South (corner T i tus) 
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ARNDT FUNERAL HOME 
1118 Long Pond Road near Maiden Lane 225-6350 

Ronald John Arndt —Funeral Director 
Parishioner at St John the Evangelist 
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