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By FATHER .
ROBERT COLLINS

Ma\ny of you who " are
preparing for marriage will
choose for the- Gospel at
your Wedding: Mass ‘the
familiar story of the Miracle
where Jesus
changed water into wine. it
is certainly an appropriate
Gospel because it brings out
so clearly the infinite love
.which God has for you and

for every married couple |

that ever lived.
S

| want. to picture that
scene for you ...
courtyard open to the air,
stucco walls covered with
vines which sway géntly in-
the-breeze. A doorway leads .
out into the street. Op-
posite, another doorway
leads to the hvm;, quarters,

The guests are seafed.
around tables = eating,
drinking, celebrating. And

Jesus and his mother and his
disciples are’ there enjoying
themselves and bringing joy
to the celebration.

a small’

aga}nst him because they
see him as a threat to their
rellglous authority. And his

mission, the preaching of
the' GCood News, the
fulf'lllment of the Father's
promises to mankind, will
. be made”all the more dif-
ficylt.

- All of these thoughts race

through his mind until he

looks at the young couple
who . are celebratlng He
loves them. He .gives an
order and- water is changed
inte wine, not just ordinary
-wine and-nofjust enough to

get through., the weddmg~

f,east’ but a sUpenor variety
in copious quantities. And
all because. of - his
superabundant love for this
couple.

The couple S name has
not come down to us and |
think the reason is that the
couple is every couple that
ever lived, every family built
on the firm foundation of
the total Iove commitment
of 6ne’man, one woman te

- each other for life. That

Mary ‘notices a group of
servants conversing ex-
citedly in a corner
Suspecting something s
wrong, she speaks with the
servants and finds that the
wine ) is Tunning out.
Realizing the embaratsment
which this fact will bring to
the bride and groom, she
hastens to tell her son,
hoping he will be able to do
something. He speaks to her
gently but with a noté of
surprise in his voice. She is
asking -him to work a
miracle; he had not come to
this ‘wedding fea§t to work
miracles. ‘And he is reluctant
.to work a miracle because

he! nows»»that i@will makes make my:

" his ! mission “ali the more.

couple is you. And Jesus
Christ is willing to pour out
~his infinite love on you if
only you let him.

-

If God were to speak to
you about his love for you. |

think it might .be in words
like! these

“Isn’t she wondertui isn‘t
he good,'wouldn't you really
want to love him totally ali
your life with' no conditions?
Do you think you gould be

wil,ling to give everything -

you've got to make that
person as full, of life as 1
“want them to be? Could you
take on the qommltment to
sheaveri begin for.
‘hitn« new?“Ifm_not talking

dutficult whén woid of this; abiout just being'nice to Him,

spreads ; around: Palestine,”
people will flock to him, but
for the wrong,«reasons Some
wille come because of
curiostty or to be en-
tertained. Some will come
to enlist his aid_in a cam-
paign to drive the Roman
oppressors pdt of Palestjne. "
Some will ¢cdme to plot

The basic purpose of any
school is to prepare the

student for a successful
future in the world. for a
Catholic school which adds
the  spiritual and moral
dimension of that success
tarried over into etern‘al
life, a. course om mamag,e“‘
preparation . is .
portant and is included in
‘the Catholi¢ high schools’
'cumculym »

Over. at St _Agnes Hu,h
Schook the course in
Fpreparation for -marriage is

‘ataught by “the Chaplain,

--Waltes F. Cushing.

as had 22 vears
pefience in working with-
a'ined and engaged
‘uples -as :he has been
istant d:rector of the
mily Life ‘Bureau of the
diocese andl has conducted

etreats for ‘married and
gaged couples He also
as’ beéri active in the Pre-

na program in R0chester

he mamage coutse is a

classroom -

‘for ‘one
he Eotrse” in-

movies, - fillm )

very im,

but of really belonging to
+himes of Being.part, ot him;
becoming twotin one flesh

with him, of allowing him to &

become bone of your bone,
flesh of your, *flesh. | know
you have it in ypu and that
you can ‘love him this
“ totally. | want you to give
hlm a.tasxe of how much |

relationships, pregnancies,
childbirth, . child rearing,
adoption, abortion, family
“planning, finanging, Church
requirements, divorce.

Throughout the course
many speakers are invited
‘to ~present ifirst hand ex-
eriences in a, vanety of

areas of ‘ihterest- to the
students. The (Catholic.
Family Lifé Office, the

Council of Adoptive Parents.
provide interesting speakers

on inter-personal
relationships, . Natural
‘Family Planning; -and

adoption. l.ocal o doctors

- provide informatiofi-oft pre-+,

natal care and child birth. -,
i

St. Agnes tries to present
a true picture of marriage in
the modern world for
Catholic :couples by
providing ‘as much in-
formation as possible both
for their 'material and
spiritual welfare.

Cardinal . Mooney High
School also offers a
rartiage caurse through its

: semortheol{g y program.

Accordm
-.RapAroun ‘%3
course,

students !
and ;he" parents making’
then awar‘ bf how much
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k at themselves - -

love him. | want.you to
enjoy together the fullness
of life'| sent my Son to

promise you So important,

is your love for one another
to me that | even give you
my special power_to per-
sonify” your love — vyour
children will be the two of
you in one flesh.

© Oh how much | ambition
for- your love. Your
closéness and onéness with
one another is the nearest
human experience of ‘how |
"live and love. | desire for
you to spend vyourselves
without reserve on one
another the way my Son
spent hinself on you. |
pledge to you, as you grow
together over your years of

loving, the full joy that my

B'ridé,.'alnd ‘Groom in outdoor arch. T_hiis photo is
courtesy of Burt Shapiro.

their behavior comes from
their parents. The teachers
then point out that a couple
can'tt have romantic love,
only, but must also have an
intimacy. Thls is brought
about through shared ex-
periences.

Guest speakers are also a
part of the program. In the

last phase of the course, the ~

teacher’ goes - over the
practical side of marriage
such as the financial
aspects. -

Each teacher handles the:

course -differently- but - they

all have the same goal — to
prepare the seniors for
marriage. f

|

When asked |if the course
meets the ndeds of the
-student regarding marriage,
semor Kurt Niederpruem
said, I think ithe course
would be good iin a couple
of years but nght now I'm
not ready for marriage.’

|
- Julie Gendron stated, "
has good ndeas ’ ‘

[N

Although o ll of the

students.. th:

of them agreed
‘COUrse does“,( ~ther
their everyda l;' atic
with others :

- .
-t .
~!="1.'

Son came to reveal. Nothing_ true in your marriages.

. marriage,
. should be taug t now most
that . the :

is more important to me
than that you love one
another. So valuable and so
precious is your special love
for one another that my Son
has made vyou ione of the
Sacraments of HIS Church.
You- in vyour unique union
with one another are a
sacred sign in your everyday
life together of his caring,
he,almg and | lifegiving
presence in the Church.
Wherever you are "whatever
you say in tendernesﬁ to one
another, whatever you do in
loving union -with one
another brings Jesus in his
Body, the Church alive in all
whom vyou touch. 1 have
called you to love one
another in his name "

QUR SPRING
Wedding GOWNS

Order Graduation
Gowns Now!' |

420 Lyelt Ave,
Roch.. N.Y. 14606
458-6169

i Mon»Fsr( thmepm
Sat 10am-Spm

May - these wor(ls come

Fine custom-order turniture is not

made with machines. It is this im-
peccable hand tailoring that distin-
gulshes Schmitz upholstery from as-

~ sembly-line furniture. Our furniture is
‘available in an endless variety of styling
1l details, varying treatments of arms,
(backs, skirts and cushion design; fiteral-
A\ Iy hundreds of rich, colorful fabna or
supply your own tabric if you wish,

FINE CUSTOM FURNITURE

‘1478 Lake Ave., Rochester
Near Kodak
458-5200

¢
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RKET S GOLDEN HEARTH

Cahes

Your weddmg guests will compliment
you on this moist, velvety rich pound
cake, lavishly iced, artfully decorated
according to your desires ....'a master- .
piece of good eating! Hearts and flow-
" ers, all kinds of delicious wishes for
birthdays, aﬁmverwrnes showers ......
~.Star fits the cake to the occasion, We
' can even reproduce a photo or picture 1
on a Kopy Kat Kake. And al} Star Cakes /
are real values too.
7 “’:c:--(»-—-c
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BAKE SHOPS

- - Golden Hemh Bake Shops are Ioated in the follo\mng Star Markets...

‘ RIDGE HUDSDN PI.AZA WEBSTER PLAZA, PI'ITSFORD PLAZA, BROCKPORT, N.Y.,
_LONG RIDGE:PLAZA, EASTVIEW MALL, CHILI CENTER MART, STONE RIDGE PLAZA,
SUBURBAN PLAZA, PERINTON-SQUARE, PANORAMA PLAZA, ‘CULVER RIDGE PLAZA
AHD GATES PLAZA}
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