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By FATHER 
ROBERT COLLINS 

Marry of you who ' are 
preparing for marriage will 
choose for the-Gospel; at 
your Wedding Mass the 
familiar story of the Miracle 

-at Cana, where Jesus 
changed water into wine. It 
is certainly an appropriate 
Gospel because it brings out 
so clearly the infinite love 

.which Cod has for you and 
for every married couple 
that ever lived. 

I want, to picture that 
scene for you . . . a small 
courtyard open to the air, 
stucco walls covered with 
vines which" sway gently .in 
the-breeze. A doorway leads 
out into the street/ Op
posite, another doorway 
leads to the living quarters,-
The guests are seated 
around tables ' eat ing, 
.drinking, celebrating. And 
Jesus and his mother and his 
disciples are there enjoying 
themselves and bringing joy 
to the celebration. 

Mary notices a group of 
servants conversing ex
c i t e d l y in a corner 
Suspecting something is 
wrong, she speaks with the 
servants and finds that the 
wine is running out. 
Reading the embarassment 
which t+tis fact w i " bring to 
the bride and groom, she 
hastens to tell her' son, 
hoping he will be able to do 
something. He speaks to her 
gently but with a note of 
surprise in his voice. She is 
asking him to work a 
miracle; he had not come to 
this wedding feasj to work 
miracles. Arid he is reluctant 

.to work a miracle because 
he ikriows-ithci't l # w i l l make£ 
his'! mission all the more 
difficult." When word of this? 
spreads: around- Palestine, 
people wifl flock to him, but 
for the wrongt-'reasons. Some 
wi l l ' corhe because of 
curiosity or to be en
tertained. Some will come 
to enlist his a i d j n a cam
paign to drive the Roman 
oppressors pu*t of Palestine. 
Some will cdme to plot 

against him because they 
see|hrm as a threat to their 
religious .authority. And his 
mission, the preaching of 
the' Good News, the 
fulfillment of the Father's 
Rrqrnises to mankind, will 

\ be made^all the more dif
ficult. 

All of these thoughts race 
through his mind until he 
looks at the;young couple 
who. are celebrating. He 
loves them. / He . gives an 
order and water is changed 
ijnto wine, not just ordinary 
wineahdwiotHust enough to 
get through.j the wedding 
least1, but a superior variety 
fjn copious Quantities. And 
a-ll b e c a u s e , o f his 
superabundant love for this 
couple. 

The couple's name has 
not come down to "us and I 
think the reason is that the" 
couple is every couple that 
ever lived, every family built 
on the firm ^foundation of 
the total love commitment 
of one-man/one woman to 
each other for life. That 
couple is you. Arid Jesus 
Christ is willing to pour out 
his infinite love on you if 
only you let him. 

If God were to speak to 
you about hiis love for you. I 
think it might.be in words 
like.these: 

"Isn't she wonderful, isn't 
he good, wouldn't you really 
want to love him totally all 
your life with no conditions? 
Do you think you^vould be 
willing to give everything 
you've got to make that 
person as full, of life as I 

'Want"them to be? Could you 
take on the kpmmitrnent to 

' m^K^Wy^heaven. J?egin & r 
hifn- now?:''frri not talking 
about just being'nice to him, 
but of really belonging to 

^hjim** of being., pa rtydf him, 
becoming two'-Mn one flesh 
with him, of allowing him to 
become bone of your bone, 
flesh of yourj "flesh. I know 
you have it in ypu and that 
you can love him this 

' totally. I wartt you to give 
him Ataste jof how much I 

The basic purpose of any 
school is to prepare the 
Student for a successful 
future in the world. For a 
Catholic school which adds 
the spiritual and moral 
dimension of .that success 
carried _ over into eternal^ 
life, a. course on marriage^' 
preparation . is , very "irriv 
portant and is included in 
the Catholic high schools' 
curriculum. -

; , Over, at St. Agnes High 
SchoQJP the course in 
preparation for marriage is 
stausbr by ~1he Chaplain, 
J ^ e r , jVValtei; F. Cushing. 

if^tjfeVaiias had 22 years 
Wpe?i |nce in working with 
;.rrVarrjed. and engaged 
•coupjes' as .- he has been 
|ts'|ista;nt -director of the, 
f a m i l y Life Bureau of the 
?I|i6cese and has conducted 
Retreats for hiarried dnd 
engaged couples. He,a lso 
l a s ' been active in the Pre 
?C?ana program in Rochester. 

*'r'The marriage course is a 
senior elective and consists 
of four or lfive classroom*, 
hours „ au week for one 

'semester The Course in
cludes tapes movies film 
strips and records dealing 
with all aspects of marriage 
f rom pte|mjarital" '"'setf', 
engagement •'"marriage 
ceremoney interpersonal 

relationships', pregnancies, 
childbirth, child rearing, 
adoption, abortion, family 
planning, financing, Church 
requirements, divorce. 

Throughout the course 
many speakers are invited 
to present 'first hand ex
periences in &t. variety of 
areas of interest to the 
students. fThe Cathol ic 
Family Life Office, the 
Council of Adoptive Parents 
provide interesting speakers 
on i n j t e r - p e r s o n a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s , .. N a t u r a l 
F a m i l y P l a n n i n g , ' ; a o d 
adoption. Local r-;doJ£tors 
provide informatioff oti p r e 
natal care and child birth. v 

i 

St. Agnes tries to present 
a true picture of marriage in 
the modern world for 
C a t h o l i c \ coup les by 
providing as much in
formation as possible both 
for their material and 
spiritual welfare. 

Cardinal : Mooney High 
School also offers a 
ifiarciage cdurse through its 
senior thebltayjjrogram. 

According to Chris Resch, 
RapArou nd koordjinatprLthe 
course, f|rsH, has " t h e 
students lodkiat themselves 
andl Jheir parents, making 
therrii aware pf how much 
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love him. I want. yqu to 
enjoy together the fullness 
of life I sent my Scin to 
promise you. So important, 
is your love for one another 
to me that I even give you 
my special power to per
sonify your love — your 
children will be the two of 
you in one flesh. 

"Oh how much I ambition 
for your love-. Your 
closeness and oneness with 
one another is the nearest 
human experience of'how I 
live and love. I desire for 
you to spend yourselves 
without reserve on one 
.another the way my Son 
spent hirtfcelf on you. I 
pledge to you, as you grow 
together over your years of 
loving, the full jov that mv 
5on came to reveal. Nothing 

is more important to me 
than that you love one 
another. So valuable and so 
precious is your special love 
for one another that my Sort 
has made you lone of the 
Sacraments pf His Church. 
You in your unique union 
with one another are a" 
sacred sign in your everyday 
life together of; his caring, 
healing and i l i fegiving 
presence in the Church. 
Wherever you are, whatever 
you say in tenderness to one 
another, whatever you do in 
loving union with one 
another brings Jesus in his 
liody, the Church alive in all 
whom you touch I have 
called you to love one 
another in his name " 
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Bride and G r o o m in outdoor arch. This photo is \ 
courtesy of Burt Shapiro. 

their behavior comes from 
their parents. The teachers 
then point out that a couple 
can't* have romantic, love, 
only, but must also have an 
intimacy. This is brought 
about through shared ex
periences. 

-Guest speakers are also a 
part of the program. In the 
last phase of the course, the 
teacher' goes • over the 
practical side of marriage 
such as the f inancial 
aspects. » 

Each teacher handles the 
course differentry but they 
all have the same goal — to 
prepare the seniors for 
marriage. 

When asked if the course 
meets the n^eds of the 
student regarding marriage, 
senior Kurt Nliederpruem 
said, "I think I the course 
would be good in a couple 
of years but right now I'm 
not ready for marriage." 

Julie Cendrori 
has good ideas. 
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STAR MARKET'S GOLDEN HEARTH 

THEr*ERFECT 
A Star Custo 

in 9 
M A T C H . . . 

mi-designed Cake 

Your wedding guests will compliment 
you on this moist, velvety rich pound 
cake, lavishly iced, artfully decorated 
according to your desires .... a master
piece of good eating! Hearts and flow
ers, all kinds,of delicious wishes for 
birthdays, anniversaries, showers 
Star fits the cake to the occasion. We 
can even reproduce a .photo or picture 
on a Kopy Kat Kake. And al> Star Cakes 
are real values, too. 

*-* BAKE SHOPS 

Golden Hearth Bake Shop* are located in the following Star Markets... 

RIDGE HUDSON PLAZA, WEBSTER PLAZA, PITTSFORD PLAZA, BROCKPORT, N.Y., 
LONG RIDGE PLAZA, EASTVIEW MALL, CHILI CENTER MART, STONE RIOGE PLAZA, 
SUBURBAN PLAZA, PERINTON SQUARE. PANORAMA PLAZA, CULVER RIOGE PLAZA 
AND GATES PLAZA. 
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